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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Agatha Christie Answer Key
Author Study Project

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? Whatcountryjis'the authorfrom? Where are the author’s parents from?

Agatha Christie was British. She was bornrin Torquay, Devon, in the southwest part of England.

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

Christie is a renowned author of detective novels. is considered to be the best-selling novelist of all time,
with an estimated 2 billion copies of her books sold worldwide. She is often cited as a master of the mystery
genre.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the"author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

Though, Christie’s stories are known for their compelling detectives and colorful suspects, some critics
accuse Christie'of using repetitive'themes and formulaic, unoriginal characters:

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

Agatha Christie's father, Frederick Alvah Miller, died on September 24, 1901, when Agatha was 11 years
old. Her father's death had a significant impact on her life @and would/later influence her writing. She was
very close with her father, and she credits him for instilling her love of reading and writing. Christie turned to
storytelling as a form of grief.

TWO MAJOR LIFE.EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

1. Both World War | and World War Il had a significant impact on Agatha Christie's life and work. During
both World Wars, she served in hospital dispensaries, either as a nurse, a dispenser, or pharmacy
assistant. She wanted to support those who were fighting and to help alleviate the suffering of the

wounded. Her experiences during these conflicts shaped her worldview, influenced her writing, and are
an important part of her legacy as an author.

2. In 1926, Agatha disappeared for11 days, which/became a highly publicized event after her husband
Archie asked for a divorce. More than a thousand police officers, 15,000 volunteers, and several
airplanes searched the rural landscape. She was found in a hotel using a false name. Two doctors

diagnosed her with'an unquestionablexgenuinedoss of/memeory? but many still speculate what actually
occurred whetherit was a nervous breakdown,/or.an attempt to embarrass.her husband.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.

Agatha Mary Clarissa Miller was born on September 15, 1890.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

"l like living. | have sometimes been wildly, despairingly, acutely miserable, racked with sorrow, but through
it all, | still know quite certainly that just to be alive is a grand thing." This quote is from her autobiography,
which she was secretly writing. It was published after her death in November 1977.

EDUCATION AND CAREER:

Where and'when'didtheyauthor attend school? What€areer/choices [ledsthis, person to'become a successful
author?When didithis person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

Agatha Christie was homeschooled by her mother for a long period of time. At age 16, she moved to Paris
to study arts and language. She never attended college, but she did sit on a few lectures at Oxford
University. She became famous after her novel The Mysterious Affair at Styles was published in 1920. This
launched her career. She wrote 66 detective novels, 14 short story collections, and several plays, many of
which have been adapted into movies, TV series, and stage productions.

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings about? What activities is the author enthusiastic about (what brings him/her joy)?

Agatha loved story-telling and taught™herself to read at only five years old. She also loved singing, dancing;

gardening, and was proficient'at playing'the piano. She loved loved'traveling. She often‘acéompanied her

husband Max on his archaelogolical expeditions in the Middle East. She loved mystery and was a member
of the Detection Club, a group made up of British mystery writers.

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

She married her first husband Archibald Christie in 1914 and had one had a daughter named Rosalind.
They divorced in 1928. Agatha later married archaeologist Max Mallowan in 1930, and they remained
together until her death in 1976.

THREE'ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

Detail-oriented, brilliant, imaginative

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

When did the author pass away? If the author is still living, what is his/her age?

Christie died on"January 12, 1976 of natural causes, at age 85.
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