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Biography Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research the person you are assigned and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers
to the boxes on your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

N

SUCCESSES: Describe at least one major accomplishment or achievement.

EXPERIENCE: Explain at least two memorable life events from this person's life.
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QUOTE: Include one direct quote from this person that is meaningful and significant.

CAREER: What is/was this person’s occupation? How did his/her career begin and flourish?

INSPIRATION; Who or what inspired this person?

PERSONALIT)Y: List.at least three traits.this person possesses.

IDEALS: What does this person believe in? What are his/her morals, values, principles, or goals?

AGE/DEATH DATE: How old'is this person? \Where arexthey now?'If they are no longer alive, where/when/how
did they pass away?




Jacqueline Woodson

Famous For: What is the thing they are most known for?

Jacqueline Woodson is best known for her National Book Award-Winning memoir Brown Girl
Dreaming.

Successes: Describe at least.one majoraccomplishment . or achievement.

Woodson received many awards and honors for her work, including four Newbery Honors
Awards, two Coretta Scott King Awards, and a National Book Award (for her memoir).

Failures: Describe one failure jorloss thisrpersonexperienced:

Some of the topics covered in Woodson's books raise flags for censors. Her writings
encompass discussions about homosexuality and child abuse, and include harsh language.
There have beenattempts ito have her books removed from schools:

Experience: Explain at least two memorable life events from this person's life.

Woodson served as the Young People’s Poet Laureate (2015-17).

She served as the National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature (2018-19).

Hurdles: What struggles/obstacles didithis person overcome?

Woodsonsidentifiesjas,a lesbiansand has hadtoesovercomesallthesobstacles that come with
owning that identity. While society has become more accepting of the LGBTQ+ community
over the yearspcoming.out and navigating issues related to sexualsorientation is stilloften very
challenging.

Birth: List this person’s birth date and birthplace.

Jacqueline Woodson was bormyFebruary=12; 1963, insColumbusyOhio.

Quote: Include one direct quote from this person that is memorable or significant.

“Iflyou have nowsroad map, youshave to create yotrown.”




Career: What is/was this person’s occupation? How did his/her career begin?

Jacqueline Woodson is an accomplished American author, primarily known for her work in
young adult and children's literature. Woodsen’s writing careern would begin rather
unconventionally. After graduating from Adelphi University in'New York, she worked for a
program helping homeless and runaway children. In addition, she wrote short stories for
children’s reading tests. Woodson’s first novel was intended for young adults, titled Last
Summer with Maizon (1990).

Inspiration: Who or what inspired this person?

Jacqueline Woodson found inspiration in figures like Langston Hughes, Maya Angelou and
Nikki Giovanni.

Personality: List at least three traits this person possesses.

Empathetic, Insightful, \Resilient.

Ideals: What does this person believe in? What are their morals/values/principles or goals?

Woodson has a deep respect for young people and the hardships of adolescence. She has
been quoted saying the following, “I can’t imagine writing something didactic. | never sit down
to write because | want to teach. | sit down to write because | have all these questions that |
have to figure out.”

Age/Death Date: How old is this person? Where are they now? If they are no longer alive,
where/when/how'did they die?

Jacqueline Woodson lives in Park Slope, Brooklyn and is 60 years old as of 2023.
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