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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Oscar Wilde
Author Study Project

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? Whatcountryjis'the authorfrom? Where are the author’s parents from?

Oscar Fingal O’Flahertie Wills'Wilde was born in Dublin and was Irish.

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people ‘admirerand/celebrate aboutithis'auther? List notable 'works:

Oscar Wilde was a renowned playwright, poet, and novelist. He is one of the most prominent figures in late
19th-century literature, praised for his cleverness and paradoxical way with words. His most notable works
include: "The Picture of Dorian Gray," "The Importance of Being Earnest,” "Lady Windermere's Fan," "An
Ideal Husband,” and "The Happy Prince and Other Tales."

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the'author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

Some critics judged Wilde’s work because they felt it was t00 scandalous or immoral. Some believed that
his wit.and.flamboyancy.was too untraditional.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

Oscar Wilde struggled with his sexual orientation. Homosexuality was illegal during the Victorian era, so he
kept a major part of his personal life a secret. The battle of his true identity versus societal acceptance
came to a head when he was arrestedsfor grossyindecency=He served time in prison from 1895-1897.

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Brieflysexplain twosmajor,eventsithatsoccurred inthe authorslife: A.majorlife,event is a significant
occurrence that has alasting impact on an individual's life.\ These events can\be positive or negative.

Wilde became a spokesman for the late 19th-century Aesthetic movement in England, which advocated art
for art’'s sake. Oscar Wilde endorsed the idea that art should never be restricted or veiled with any type of
agenda or secondary purpose besides being art. He wanted art to be appreciated for its beauty.

Wilde was an excellent student growing up. He was awarded the Berkeley Gold Medal at Trinity College in
Dublin when he was sixteen years old. He went on to win a scholarship to study at Magdalen College,
Oxford. His dedication to his\studiesgpaved thewave:for his future successes in writing.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.

Wilde was'born on, October 16, 1854,




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

"We are all in the gutter, but some of us are looking at the stars.” Oscar Wilde is suggesting that all
of us human beings find ourselves in difficult situations sometimes, but there are some who choose to think
positively and that difference in attitudeican play a crucial role in‘your quality of life and achieving a sense of

hope and happiness.

EDUCATION AND CAREER:

Where and whendid the author attend school? What career choices|led this person to become a successful
author? When did this person"become an author? When did the"author-achieve fame?

Wilde moved to England to study at Oxford University where he excelled academically and graduated with
top honors in two classical majors. Soon after, he established himself as a prominent writer and playwright
in London. In 1881, he published his first book, Poems. In 1887 Wilde was hired to run Women's World, a
magazine that was failing and needed saving. (Oscar Wilde was able to that in a two year timeframe.) In
1892, Wilde’s play "Lady Windermere's Fan” premiered and marked his first theatrical success. The witty
and satirical themes impressed audiences and the recognition he gained from the comedy marked a turning
point'inihis career.

PASSION/TALENT:

Whatiskills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs,.ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings about? What activities isithe ‘authorenthusiastic abouti(what brings him/hemjoy)?

Wilde was always passionate about writing. He was inspired by Jane Wilde (his mother), Walt Whitman,
William Butler Yeats, George Bernard Shaw, and William Shakespeare. Wilde had a great love for language
and the clever use of words.Wilde was also passionate about the art and supporting the Aesthetic
movement.

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about themauthor'sipersonallife?*Forexample: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the.auther have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

In 1884, Wilde married Constance Lloyd. They had two children together: Cyril and Vyvyan. They split up
after\Wildeswasrarrested,forrhomosexualrbehaviors. After the divorece; Wilde livedjin France undenthemname
Sebastian Melmoth until his death in 1900.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

EXTRAVAGANT, CLEVER, FUNNY, CHARMING

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

When did the author pass away? If the author is still living, what is his/her age?

Oscar Wilde died November 30, 1900 from meningitis. He was only 46 years old.
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