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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Author Study Project
Walt Whitman Answer Key

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? Whatcountryjis'the authorfrom? Where are the author’s parents from?

Walt Whitman is’American."He was bornsin Long'Island, New York.
His mother was Dutch, and his father was of English descent.

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

Walt Whitman is considered one of America’s most important poets.
In 1855, Whitman took out a copyright on the first edition of Leaves of Grass.
He printed the first edition at his own expense.
Famous poems include: “I Sing the Body Electric” and “Song of Myself.”
During Whitman'’s lifetime, Leaves;of Grass wentithroughpnineseditions. People love his poetry because
he celebrates life' and encourages hisreaders to do the same.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has\said or.done that'is not
approved by others? Why.do'some/people dislike,this author?

Whitman supported the abolition of slavery and his embrace of democracy and
individualism were criticized during the time he was alive. Today, some criticize him for not being
extreme enough and for sympathizing with both sides during the civil war.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financialgdifficulties)or health=problemsy did the author face?

The Civil War broke out in 1861, and though'Whitman was teosold to be drafted, he knew many friends and
family members who were in the war. Whitman'’s brother was wounded at Fredericksburg, and Whitman
wentithere ingd862.He spent hisssparedtime, visitingsother wounded andydying seldiers ingthe hospitals;
buying small gifts-of appreciation for:both Confederate and Union saldiers. He would'talk to them and offer
moral support and/cheerfulness.

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

1. Whitman founded a “free soil” newspaper, the Brooklyn Freeman, in 1848 which he edited through the
next fall. This newspaper was meant to advocate. for the abolition of slavery as well as criticize pro-slavery
politicians.

2. In 1873, Whitman suffered a _stroke that left him partially paralyzed.




BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.

Walt Whitman was born on May 31, 1819.

QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

“The powerful play goes on, and you may contribute a verse.”
This line is from the poem: 'O Me! O Life!" This quote, speaks to Whitman's belief/intthe importance of
individual action and the power of each person to contribute to the world around them.

EDUCATION AND CAREER:

Where and when did the author attend school? What career choices led this person to become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

Whitman never attended high schaol or college because he began working at the age of 12, and learned
the printing trade. He was employed as a printer in Brooklyn and New York City.

In 1836, at the age’of seventeen, he began his caréeras teacher in the one-room schoolhouses of Long
Island. He continued to teachiuntil 1841, when he turned tosjournalism as a full-time/career. He also edited
a number of Brooklyn and New York papers, including the Brooklyn Daily Eagle. He gained recognition as a
writer in the 1860s.

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings about? What activities is the author enthusiastic about (what brings him/her joy)?

Whitman enjoyed literature, especially the works of Homer, Dante, Shakespeare, and the Bible.
He also enjoyed walking in New York City and Long Island. He had visited the theatre frequently and seen
many plays of William Shakespeare, and\he had'developed a strong love of music, especially opera.

PERSONAL LIFE!

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For'example:Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

Walt Whitman was never married and did not have any children. He had 8 siblings. His brothers George
Washington Whitman and Thomas Jefferson Whitman were particularly close to Walt and remained
supportive of him throughout his life. George helped Walt to publish and promote his work. Walt did have
nieces and nephews through his siblings that he was also close with.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

Empathetic/innovative, uplifting

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

When did the author pass away? If the author is still living, what is his/her age?

Whitman died March 26, 1892 in Camden, New Jersey. He was 72 years old.
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