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Biography Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research the person you are assigned and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers
to the boxes on your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

N

SUCCESSES: Describe at least one major accomplishment or achievement.

EXPERIENCE: Explain at least two memorable life events from this person's life.
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QUOTE: Include one direct quote from this person that is meaningful and significant.

CAREER: What is/was this person’s occupation? How did his/her career begin and flourish?

INSPIRATION; Who or what inspired this person?

PERSONALIT)Y: List.at least three traits.this person possesses.

IDEALS: What does this person believe in? What are his/her morals, values, principles, or goals?

AGE/DEATH DATE: How old'is this person? \Where arexthey now?'If they are no longer alive, where/when/how
did they pass away?




Booker T. Washington

Famous For: What is the thing they are most known for?

Booker T. Washington is most well-known for his role as the first president and principal
developer of Tuskegee Normal and Industrial Institute (now Tuskegee University).

Successes: Describe atleast-one major-accomplishment.or achievement.

Booker T. Washington founded the National Negro Business League with the goal of allowing
businesses to put economic development at the forefront of getting African-American equality
in America.

Failures: Describe one failure ordossithis person experienced.

Washington's philosophy of accommodation and gradualism, as outlined in his Atlanta
Compromise’ speech, was met with criticism/from other prominent African American leaders
of his time, most/notably W.E.B. Du Bois. Critics.contended that this approach-compromised
the fight for political and civil rights.

Experience: Explain at least two memorable life events from this person's life.

Booker T. Washington was born into slavery in Hale's Ford, Virginia. He was set free by the
Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, which freed enslaved individuals in Confederate-held
territories.

On September 18, 1895, Booker T. Washington gave.a,speech, which is often referred to as
the "Atlanta Compromise.” It was the first speech given by an African American to a racially-
mixed audience in the South.

Hurdles: What struggles/obstacles did this person overcome?

Booker T. Washington overcame slavery, poverty, and many public controversies throughout
the course of his lifetime.

Birth: List this person’s birth date and birthplace.

Washington was born April'sy1 8567 in FranklinsCounty; Virginia.




Quote: Include one direct quote from this person that is memorable or significant.

“If you want to lift yourself up, lift up someone else.”

Career: \What is/was this, person’sroccupation?How did histhercareer begin?

Washington was an educator first and foremost. He was also an author, speaker, political
advisor, civil rights advocate, and diplomat. His career in education began in 1872. At age

Much of his learnings there would greatly inspire his future work.

sixteen, Booker T. Washington entered Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute in Virginia.

Inspiration: Who or what inspired this person?

Washington'was/heavily inspired by Samuel Chapman Armstrong (principal of*Hampton
Normal and Agricultural Institute in Virginia). Washington would describe Armstrong in his

to meet."

autobiography as "a great man, the noblest, rarest human being it has ever been my privilege

Personality: List at least three traits this person possesses.

Pragmatic, Optimistic, and Strategic.

Ideals: What does this person believe in? What are their morals/values/principles or goals?

Washington believed strongly.in the idea,of self-help and personalresponsibility. He
encouraged African Americans to take initiative in improving their own lives through
education, hard work, and acquiring practical skills. His philosophy emphasized individual
effort and self-reliance as essential components of progress.

Age/Death Date: How old is this person? Where are they now? If they are no longer alive,
where/when/how did they die?

Booker T. Washington died November 14, 1915, in Tuskegee, Alabama.
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