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Biography Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research the person you are assigned and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers
to the boxes on your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

N

SUCCESSES: Describe at least one major accomplishment or achievement.

EXPERIENCE: Explain at least two memorable life events from this person's life.
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QUOTE: Include one direct quote from this person that is meaningful and significant.

CAREER: What is/was this person’s occupation? How did his/her career begin and flourish?

INSPIRATION; Who or what inspired this person?

PERSONALIT)Y: List.at least three traits.this person possesses.

IDEALS: What does this person believe in? What are his/her morals, values, principles, or goals?

AGE/DEATH DATE: How old'is this person? \Where arexthey now?'If they are no longer alive, where/when/how
did they pass away?




Madam C. J. Walker

Famous For: What is the thing they are most known for?

Madam C. J. Walker was an African American'entrepreneur, philanthropist, and political and
social activist. Madam C.J. Walker is best known for her title as “The first Black woman
millionaire in America.” Walker made her fortune by developing and marketing a line of
cosmetics and hair care products for Black women through the business she founded.

Successes: Describe at least one major accomplishment or achievement.

Madam C.J. Walker rose from poverty in the South to become one of the wealthiest African
American women of her time.

Failures: Describe one failure'or loss this'person experienced.

Madam C.J /MWalker was able to finditrue love, but it‘never lasted. Sheldivorced both her
second and third husband after being widowed by her first.

Experience: Explain at least two memorable life events from this person's life.

Walker was honored in 1998 with a U. S. postage stamp as part of the Black Heritage
Series.

Madam C.J. Walker was posthumously awarded the IUPUI Chancellor’'s Medallion during the
IUPUI Commencement Ceremony on May 12, 2018.

Hurdles: What'struggles/obstacles did this personiovercome?

Walker was orphaned at the age of seven. She entered a marriage with Moses McWilliams
when she was only 14 years of age to escape her abusive living situation. McWilliams would
die unexpectedly and leave Walker widowed and alone in raising their only child at just age
19.

Birth: List this person’s birth date and birthplace,

Madam C.J. Walker was born Sarah Breedlove on December 23, 1867 on a plantation
in.Delta, Louisiana..She was.one.of six children, and.the first.child,in her family.to be born free
after the Emancipation Proclamation.




Quote: Include one direct quote from this person that is memorable or significant.

“If | have accomplished anything in life; it is because | have been willing to work hard.”

Career: What is/was this person’s occupation? How did his/her career begin?

Walker was an American businesswoman and philanthropist. After moving to Denver in 1905,
she worked as a cook for a pharmacist, where she learned the basic chemistry that allowed
her to perfect an ointment that healed dandruff and other hygiene-related ailments that were
common during a time when most Americans lacked indoor plumbing. This would lay the
foundation for what ultimately become a large scale international business.

Inspiration: Who or what inspired this‘person?

Walker was heavily inspired by Annie Malong; another. pioneer within the same industry.

Personality: List at least three traits this person possesses.

Determined, Ambitious, Philanthropic.

Ideals: What does this person believe in? What are their morals/values/principles or goals?

Madam C.J. Walker believed.in equality. She used her resources.to advocate for the
advancement of Black Americans, and especially fought for the'cause to,end alllynchings|in
America.

Age/Death Date: How old is this person? Where are they now? If they are no longer alive,
where/when/how did they die?

Walker died on May 25, 1919.in Irvington,.New York.from kidney failure and complications of
hypertension at the age of 51.
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