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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Author Study Project
J.R.R. Tolkien (Answers will vary)

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylis the author from? YWhere are the author’s parents from?

J.R.R. Tolkien, whose full name is John Ronald Reuel Tolkien, was an English writer. Tolkien was born in
Bloemfontein, South Africa, but he spent most of his childhood in England after his father's death.

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

Tolkien is often regarded as the "father of modern fantasy literature” and remains a beloved and influential
figure in the world of fiction. His most famous works are "The Hobbit" and "The Lord of the Rings” series.
Both are set in the fictional world of Middle-earth and encompass Tolkien'’s love of mythology, language, and
epic storytelling.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved byothers? Why do some people dislikerthis author?

Tolkien stated that "The Lord 'of the"Rings" was'not intended as an allegory, but some critics"argue that his
work has darker meanings, particularly related to World War Il and Christianity.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

When John Tolkien was only 3 years old, his father passed away. Arthur (his father) had moved to South
Africa to work as a bank manager, butfell ilfwith rheumatic fever. He was unable to recover from his illness
and passed away at the age of 39. Fhe absence of a father figure impacted John'’s life and contributed to
the recurring theme of loss'in his work.

TWO MAJOR LIFE'EVENTS:

Briefly explain two'major'eventssthatsoccurred in‘the author’s'life. A'majorlife event is assignificant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

Tolkien served in the British Army during World War I. Many of his friends died during the war. J.R.R. saw
action during the Battle of the Somme, one of the most brutal and deadly battles of the war. Tolkien fell
seriously ill with trench fever and was transported back to England to recover.

Tolkien's works have inspired humerous adaptations. The first adaptation of J.R.R. Tolkien's work to film
was "The Hobbit," which was releasedvasran animateditelevision film im 1977. Later on, in the 2000s, Peter
Jackson directed and released a live-action filmetrilogy based on '"The Lord of the Rings" and "The Hobbit"
novels, which'became immensely popular.

BIRFHDATE:

When was.the authoriborn?.Beras specific as ‘possible.

J.R.R. Tolkien was born on January 3, 1892.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

"All that is gold does not glitter, Not allithose who wander arelost'is from J.R.R. Tolkien's novel "The Lord
of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring.” The line is from a poem written by one of the main characters
about another character: Aragorn; it is about the hidden qualities and true nature of Aragorn.

EDUCATION AND CAREER:

Where and when did the author attend school? What career choices led this person to become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

Tolkien studied at Exeter College, Oxford and Pembroke College, Oxford. Tolkien joined the faculty of the
University of Leeds in 1920 and a few years later became a professor at Oxford University. Tolkien's fame
as an author began to rise in the mid-20th century, particularly with the publication of his novel "The Hobbit"
in 1937. "The Hobbit" was well-received ibysboth=childrenrand adults, and it gained popularity as a beloved
fantasy adventure tale. Tolkien's fameseached even greaterheights with the publication of "The Lord of the
Rings" trilogy. The first volume, "The FellowshipTof the Ring,*was published in 1954, followed by "The Two
Towers" later the same year, and "The Return of the King" in 1955. "The Lord of the Rings" quickly garnered
criticalpacelaim and adedicatedifangbaser

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings about? What activities is the author enthusiastic about (what brings him/her joy)?

Tolkien was passionate about philosophy, mythology, folklore, faith and spirituality. He was an expert
philologist, who is someone who studies the history of languages, especially by looking closely at literature.
Tolkien had a profound passion for languages, especially ancient and medieval languages such as Old
English, Old Norse, Finnish, and Welsh.

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author haveschildren?.Does the-author have;siblings? MVhesis:.the author's clesest ally, or friend?

Tolkien married Edith Brattin 1946. They hadfounchildrentogether:dohn, Michael, Christopheryand
Priscilla. The couple remained together until Edith's passing in November 1971.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

Imaginative, encouraging,.detail-oriented

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

When did the author_pass away? If the author is still living, what is his/her age?

Tolkien died on|September 2,1973, at the age of 81. Tolkien's official causes of death-were a_stomach ulcer
and a chest infection.
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