Name Class

“The Tell-Tale Heart” by Edgar Allan Poe

s cie. PREVIEW

Read the following statements before reading the story. If you agree, put a check in
NOT FOR'EDUCATIONAL USE
Agree Disagree  Statement

— — PREVIEW. "™
NOT FOR EBUCATHONAL USE

4. People who commit crimes feel guilty afterward.

5. People who murder others usually have good
reasons.

— — PREVIEW™

7. Only unintelligent criminals get caught.

NOT FOR ERUGAHOGNAL USE

annoying.

9. If you’re medically insane, you can’t be held
accountable for your actions.

10. When you’ve done something wrong, wonderlng if

~ PREVIEW™™
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE



Part Il: During Reading Questions

Use complete sentences, and answer each part of the question thoroughly.
Answer the following questions while you read the story.

NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

2. What is your first impression of the narrator? Explain.

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

4. What does the narrator do every night? Why does he do it?

PREVIEW
NO#FR-EDAJCAHONAL USE

6. How does the narrator get caught by the police?

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE



Part Ill: After Reading Questions

Use complete sentences, and answer every part of the question in its entirety.
Use textual evidence when necessary.

PREVIEW

1. How does Edgar Allan Poe build suspense in the story?

NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

2. What evidence is there that the narrator is unreliable? Or at what point did
you know you could not trust him?

PREVIEW
NOT-FOR-ERPJCATIONAL USE

d to his or her unreli

1wt coyou i ove JNRAENIE W
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

5. Give an example from the text where Poe uses language to establish the
mood of horror and fear in the story.

NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE



Answer Key Part Il and Il

Part II: During Reading Questions

1. Who is narrating the story? Is 1t fifst™Second, r on point of view?
The narrator is unnamed. The story is told from first-person point of view.

NOIL.EQR.EDUCATIONAL USE

Answers will vary. He seems mentally unstable because he exclaims that he is
very nervous and that he can “hear things” in heaven, hell, and earth.

3. What, specifically, is it about the old man that troubles the narrator?
The narrator is disturbed by the old man’s eye. He says, “he had the eye of a

vulture - a pale blue eye, wi ,ROEVI EWieves the eye must
be evil because it is haunting hi
: at @e s or h dges i
NOT-FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

sleep for a week. He wants to learn the old man’s routine and wait for the
vulture eye to open, so he can get rid of it.

5. How does the narrator feel immediately after he commits murder?
The narrator feels relieved and proud after killing the old man. He states, “His eye

would trouble me no more.” i icgrarrive because he
is not worried about getting E
“FOREDUCATIONAL USE
NQ?em no.I ! a A@k.h Y hérel

it is the beating of his hideous heart!”

Part Ill: After Reading Questions

1. How does Edgar Allan P i sepimt
Answers will vary. Poe use W il e how mentally
unstable the narrator is. For example, he says, “cautiously - oh, so cautiously -

NOT-FOR-EDUCAHONAL USE




he is just nervous. Knowing the narrator is unreliable builds suspense because the
readers don’t know what such an unpredictable character is capable of.

2. What evidence is there that the narrator is unreliable? Or At what point did
you know you could not trust him?

Answers will vary. The narr#ntR\EMl E‘Wye with cataracts is
evil and a curse. This make#me i S ' eW the narrator states, “I

was never kinder to the old man than during the whole week before | killed
NOT-EQR-EDUCATIONAL USE
tipretefdin Nd Bt

3. What is one way the narrator tries to prove that he is not insane? How does
that add to his or her unreliability?

Answers will vary. The narrator tries to justify killing the old man. He says, ‘I loved
the old man. He had never wronged me. He had never given me insult.” He is
explaining to readers that th efiraed and that it has
nothing to do with the old mPREVrrE/ trying to deny that

he is crazy; however, this just makes him sound more crazy because he is going

NOT.EQR ERUCATIONAL USE

Answers will vary. | believe the narrator became paranoid that the evil was not
actually gone. He could still hear the beating heart of the old man, which is
impossible. He probably felt guilty for what he had done and thus, imagined the
sound. The only way to escape the noise was to confess to police.

5. Give an example from thﬁﬁeEVleWto establish the
mood of horror and fear in tie stOry~
Answers will vary. When the narrator is in the old man’s room on the eighth night,
escr c8nd as ile re, r i , ed0gr
NQI-EOREDUCATIONAL USE
“‘And now at the dead hour of the night, amid the dreadful silence of that old
house, so strange a noise as this excited me to uncontrollable terror.” The

narrator is feeling exhilarated at the thought of the old man’s fear (his heart
beating faster and faster).

6. Figure out what the title 2 |- lain.

The title The Tell-Tale HearPR‘E¥{ end of the story. The

police believed the narrator’sS initlal that th man Was out of town, but

th a sed himto ¢ he heart “4old” the “tale” of whatreally
NOT-FOREDUCATIONAL USE
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