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The Story of an Hour
1. Inthe story you are about to read, the entire plot takes place during the duration
of 60 minutes. What types of thing can you accomplish in one houre Give an
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Background
“The Story of an Hour” is a short story written by Kate Chopin in 1894. Kate Chopin was
born in St. Louis, Missouri in1850 as Kate O'Flaherty. While growing up, Kate’s father was
kiled in a railroad occide? VrIjEW:ivil war; subsequently, she
grew up in a household withiall wo Atth , Kate married a man named
Oscar Chopin and they had six children together. He passed away in 1882, making
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women were not meant to work or be independent, so this decision led Kate to be
judged by many individuals within her community. In 1884, Kate moved back to St.
Louis where her mother still ived and spent her remaining years focused on writing.

In the 19th century, the women'’s suffrage movement was afoot. For decades, women
fought for the right to vote among other freedoms that granted them equal citizenship

in the United States. During_this fime, it was cus ry for women to stay home and
fulfill only domestic duties, s V‘ i taking care of the children.
Moreover, women were expect be'm , t, polite, and cater to their

husband’s needs at all times.
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1. What news did Josephine break to her sister Mrs. Mallarde Why was Josephine
careful in the way she did thise
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3. What word(s) did Mrs. Mallard start whispering to herself when she was alone in her
room?¢ What realization was she coming toe
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5. How do the other characters view Mrs. Mallard¢ How do you knowe
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7. How does the mood of this story change from beginning, middle, to ende
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After Reading Questions
1. How does the third person point of view create dramatic irony?
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3. What does the open window symbolize in this story?



4. What is the purpose of Kate Chopin writing this storye

PREVIEW

5. In the line, “There would be no powerful will bending hers in that blind persistence
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crime as she looked upon it in that brief moment of illumination,” Chopin suggests that
it is a crime to impose will upon another person, no matter their intention. Do you
agree or disagree?¢ Explain.
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7. What is at least one theme from this storye
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was a feverish tfriumph in her eyes, and she carried herself unwittingly like a goddess of
Victory"e
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NEEESHEBUEAFBRAEDSE




Teacher’s Key
Link to short story: hitps://www.katechopin.org/story-hour

Part A: What comes to minRh%ﬂerds below? Write five words

under each of the following ideas that you associate with each term.

NOT-FOR-ERUGCATIONAL
portrayed foday and what freedom means fo them. Additionally, they think about a
typical response to something as dark as death. All of this prior knowledge will help

students recognize the irony present in the story, make connections to the text, and
identify how the historical background of the 19th century greatly impacts the plot.

These are just e S i ry; right answers.
Marriage: W

e Love
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* Best friends

Freedom:

s Independence
* Rights

» Opportunities
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e Grief
* Depression
» Crying

Part B: Partner up with someone and P you have written down for Part A.
Then decide on two final bﬁ Wiw red to share with the class.

Marriage: Answers will vary—no right answers.
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Death: Answers will vary—no right answers.



The Story of an Hour
1. Inthe story you are about to read, the entire plot takes place during the duration
of 60 minutes. What types of thing can you accomplish in one hour2 Give an
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St. Louis, Missouri in1850 as Kate O'Flaherty. While growing up, Kate's father was killed in a
railroad accident and her brother died in the civil war; subsequently, she grew up in a
household with all women. At the age of 25, Kate married a man named Oscar Chopin and
they had six children together. He passed away in 1882, making Kate a widow at the young
age of 30. She was left with a huge omoum of deb’r from her husband's death and so she took

over his shop's operation. D en were not meant to work or be
independent, so this dec ony individuals within her
community. In 1884, Kate mo mo’rher still ived and spent her

remaining yeors focused on writing.
om age mo ou
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duties, such as cooking, cleaning, and taking care of the chlldren. Moreover, they were
expected to be modest, quiet, polite, and cater to their husband’s needs at all times.

During Reading Questions Answers

1. What news did Josephine break to her sister Mrs. Mallard? Why was Josephine

careful in the way she di
Louise's husband, Brently, w EM&!ﬁﬁWter a tragic railroad
accident. Josephine had to ref d a heart condition, and this
ar. Fbﬁfeﬁeﬁeb
N tis Mrs. d's in fi OCM&I QNAL OU S E

different than what someone would expect?
“"She wept at once, with sudden, wild abandonment, in her sister's arms. When the
storm of grief had spent itself she went away to her room alone. She would have no
one follow her.” This was typical as she cried and wanted to be left alone to grieve.

3. What word(s) did Mrs. MOIPREVVI;EWWhen she was alone in the
room?¢ What realization was

She kept repeating the word "“free" and saying, “Free! Body and soul free!” She started
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a husband anymore. It makes her feel excited and empowered

4. What does Mrs. Mallard observe when she looks out the window?2



She looked out at the open square before her house and saw “tops of trees that were
all aquiver with the new spring life. The delicious breath of rain was in the air. In the
street below a peddler was crying his wares. The notes of a distant song which some

one was singing reached her faintly, and countl rows were twittering in the
eaves. There were patches M}E‘Where through the clouds that
had met and piled one above t then i cifg her window."” Louise

witnessed spring in its earliest stages... the beauty.
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The other characters view Louise as fragile and physically weak. Josephine and
Richard take high precautions while speaking to Louise. Josephine tells Lovise the news
in broken sentences and Richard was quick to prevent Louise from finding out in a
setting that may be too shocking for her (he rushed to their house to break the news).
Later on, Josephine kneels by the door begging for Louise to open up, worried that she

may hurt herself. Richard thef i i j t the end of the story when
Brently walks in, to protect h A A
a rdi cording t O ay s it ironice
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the hope fora bright f as stolen h hen she real h ba

was still alive. It shocked her, which caused her fragile heart to collapse. It is ironic
because it was not joy that killed her, but disappointment.

7. How does the mood of this story change from beginning, middle, to end?
The story begins on a depressing and tragic note with the death of Brently. Soon, the
story fades intfo calmness, relief, and hope. Louise, although ashamed of her joy, feels

optimistic. The story ends in zerwEVquEW

After Reading Questions Answers
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The point of view allows readers to know that Brently is “dead” before Louise knows,
and that people treat her so delicately because of her heart condition. Readers also
know that Louise was feeling relieved and happy when she was “grieving” in her room,
meanwhile, Brently had no clue that anyone even thinks he is dead.

2. Why did Louise feel “free” a t
She no longer had to serve h I g fo his rules. She was free
under anyo

to make decisions on her own, not ne's confrol.
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everything that Louise has gained; the nature outside the window represents new life
being born, just as Louise feels she has a fresh start.



4. What is the purpose of Kate Chopin writing this story?
Kate probably wrote this story to emphasize to the world that women are oppressed to
such a level during this time period, that the notion of their husband's death—which

should be tragic—is octuollyﬁe i
n

ving,
5. In the line, “There would b OREMl lEWs in that blind persistence

with which men and women believe they have aright to impose a private will upon a
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it is a crime to impose will upon another person, no matter their intention. Do you
agree or disagree?¢ Explain.
Answers will vary.

6. Do you think Louise loved her husband2 Why or why not?

Answers will vary. Yes and no s t had loved him—sometimes.
Often she had not. What didm haif' c e unsolved mystery, count
for in face of this possession of self-assertion which she suddenly recognized as the
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You never really know what's going on under the surface of someone else’s life.
Your entire life can change in an instant.

Most people require a sense of independence.

Tragedy can help people realize how they really feel about something.

8. Why is it ironic that as Louise walked toward the stairs at the end of the story, “There

was a feverish triumph in her i rself unwittingly like a goddess of
Victory"?e

Louise walks exuding strength—like a goddess who has just acquired victory—to the
staigs=only riresbope afi n thigyis i ingito h

N Gegirbe el ) CAT T L"USE
9. The story was originally published as “The Dream of an Hour.” How is this title more
fitting and why do you think Chopin opted to change the title when the story was

reprinted the following year?
The word dream can be represented in two ways: firstly, the whole hour felt like a

dream because it wasn't ev j entley never actually dead. Secondly,
the hour felt like a dream COFREV]MS its her freedom she gains
from Brently's death and for the first*ime, she e y picture a life that will be
h n:#ﬁlli . F thizﬁ er%ﬁ 1m (with its positive
afi ) b ier ed ag affensive ociefal
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dream come true, no matter how oppressed she is. To avoid controversy and ensure

that her story remained published, Kate probably changed the title to include a more
neutral term, such as “story."”
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