“The Sniper” by Liam O’Flaherty
Suggested Lesson Procedure

Total Time: ~120 Minutes
1) Before Reading (~20 Minutes)
Tell students they will be doing aspre-reading strategy ‘called Story Impressions.
(Story Impressions is a research-supported, evidence-based pre-reading strategy, and it is
widely jused in literacy instruction because it activates background knowledgeand impraves
engagement, comprehension, and text stiucture awareness.)
Students will look at words from the story and use them to predict what might happen. Have
students write a one-paragraph story using all the words in the order they’re listed. If time
allows, ask a few volunteers to read their paragraph aloud.
2) Vocabulary (~20 Minutes)
Review the author’s background and the"historical ‘context‘using the PowerPoint. Then
introduce the vocabulary words and have students copy the definitions into their vocabulary
charts.
3) Read the Story (~10 Minutes)
Read the short story together as a class.

4) Reading Comprehension Questions (~15 Minutes)

Complete the reading comprehension questions together as a class to ensure students
understand the plot.

5) Literary Analysis (~40 Minutes)

Have students.work in pairs to complete the literary analysis questions.\Give'them sufficient
time to answer alkitems, and then either collectitheir work or review the answers as=a class:

6) After Reading (~15 Minutes)

Have students complete the human qualities list, and conclude the activity with a brief whole-
class discussion to share ideas.



Name: Date:
Before Reading
Story Impressions

Write a short story (one paragraph)} using all of the words in the left-hand column, in order. If you aren’t sure
what the word means, try your best to use it anyway.

Words To Use My Story

June

i
moon

!
barking
.
civil
!
sandwich
I
parapet
|
roof

|
blood

+
lodine
)
dressing

|
smoke

!
whiskey

i
quiet
!
skylight
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Name: Date:
Reading Comprehension Questions

1. Where is the sniper positioned at the beginning of the story?
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3. Who are the two people the sniper kills early in the story, and why does he shoot them?
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5. How does the sniper realize he has been shot, and what steps does he take to treat his wound?
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7. What emotions overwhelm the sniper after the enemy falls from the rooftop?
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1. How does O'Flaherty create te

nsion in the opening paragraphs?
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4. How does the setting of Dublin

5. How does the sto
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2. How does the author build suspense during the confrontation between the two snipers?
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in during the Irish Civil War shape the events, mood, and overall message of the story?
ry reveal a human desire to understand others, even in mo ict?

ents of conflict?
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6. How might Liam O’Flaherty’s own experiences with war and political conflict have influenced the themes and

emotional impact of The Sniper?

until after a difficult moment has passed? Have you experienced this?
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11. What i the sniper didn't cross the strR R\EUV"I‘E“W
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9. The sniper only feels remorse once the danger is gone. Why do you think people sometimes suppress emotions
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Human Qualities

Part 1: Choose 10 traits or behaviors that you believe define humanity or human behavior. (For example: compassion)

Trait #1

Trait #2

Trait #3

Trait #4

Trait #5 I IRE q IE vv

Trait #7

Trait #8

Trait #9
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Part 2: Write a short explanation explaining which two traits matter the most to you personally. (At least 3 sentences)
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About the AlyﬁWIEW

Liam O'Flaherty was an Irish novelist and short story writer born on
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and civil conflict.

During World War |, he joined the Irish Guards. He served on the
Western Front until he was wounded in 1217 and later
discharged in 19218 after suffering from shell shock.

O'Flaherty experienced the vio CEVl|
War firsthand, and themes of w

human suffering appear in much of his writing.
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apart, as well as the harsh realiies of rural life.
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The Irish Civil War, (1922-1923)

“The Sniper” is set during the Irish Civil War, a brutal conflict
thatrfollowed Ireland™s fight fonindependence” fromBritain,

After the Anglo-Irish Treaty in 1921,
Ireland split info fwo groups:

1. Pro-Treaty forces (Free Staters)
Supported the creation of the Irish Free State

2. Anti-Treaty forces (Republicans)

Opposed the treaty because it

required an oath o the Brifish crown

and did hot create a fully independent republic
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The Irish Civil War (1922-1 923)

e This disagreement divided the country,
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e Urban warfare unfolded in cities like
Dublin, where combat took place in
populated areas filled with civilians.

e Sniper battles were fought across the
rooftops as opposing sides fried 1o control
the cifies from above.

e The conflict resulted in orPTRJEVJ
fo 4,000 deaths.

e [nthe end, the Pro-Treaty forces defeated

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE



PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

ascetic pREVIEW
e 1 $pe F@R EDUCATIO

Definition: de e pracfici g
strict self-disc pl cwd ng comfort o

—— -
NEIECREDUCATIG

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE



PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

fanatic  ppeyiew

ﬂQT:EQRmEQM GATIO Nq USE
g;dd géhrthbk ?a ng to h g '
R ERREm) C ATIONALESSE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE



PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

paroxysmg-vicw
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Definition: A sudden, infense burst of
emotion or physical sensation
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Synonyms: outburst, surge
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meant to deceive someone

Synonyms: ploy, scheme

Sentence: To fool her husband on
Valentine's Day, Kc:l R(
clever ruse involving a fake errc:md
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reel PREVIEW
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Definition: To stagger, lose balance, or move _
unsteadily as if about to fall

Synonyms: wobble, falter

Sentence: Jason felt hi I

spinning around too QRB%WB
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remorse

Part.of Speech: noun

Definition: A deep feeling of guiltor
regret for something you have done

Synonyms: guilt, shame
Sentence:

After snapping at her friend, Lily.felf @
wave of remorse and apologized
immediately.
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pledge, often mc:dep blicly or
ceremoniously (or legally)
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