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Before Reading

Read the following statements. Tell whether you agree or disagree by circling your response.

All living things are capable of loneliness.. ...... Agree Disagree

Isolation causes depression .... P R EVI EW ..... Agree Disagree

It's normal to fear the unknown . .Agree Disagree
NEF <) R EDUCATIO NAk ASE

Memories guide us through life . ..Agree Disagree

You should never be ashamed of whoyou are ... Agree  Disagree

What you look like doesn’t matter ....... viveeen......Agree  Disagree

Feeling like an outcast can be detrim EVTEW .................. Agree  Disagree
Everyone seeks companionship of S:ER ....... Agree  Disagree
rt R B.. 1 . A=) O Agr Disag

The world would be a better place without mirrors...................... . Agree  Disagree

Pick one statement from above to discuss. Explain why you chose “agree” or “disagree” for that
particular statement. Support your opinion.
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“The Outsider” by H. P. Lovecraft — Vocabulary

Vocabulary Part of Speech Defintion

== " PBREVIEW
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accursed

akin adj

entreating adj I I EE u IE H H
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capacious adj
abysmally adv
latent adj I I %E v IE H u
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carrion noun

cataclysmic adj P R EV I EW
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abomination noun
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Reading Comprehension Questions
“The Outsider” by H. P. Lovecraft
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2. What is the setting of the story? Cite an example of the description. What mood does it create?
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3. What is unusual about the narrator’s childhoo
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4. In what ways is the castle like a prison?
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6. How does the use of descriptive language create suspense?
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7. How do the people gathered at the party react to seeing the monster?



8. What revelation does the narrator uncover? How does this occur?
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10. How does Lovecraft make the narrator seem human-like and relatable? Provide a specific example from
the text.

PREVIEW

11. What foreshadowing does Lovecraft use to hint to readers the narrator is not human?
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12. Do you think Lovecraft intended to have a deeper meaning than a simple horror story? Explain.
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14. Is the narrator reliable or unreliable? Explain.
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15. What gothic or horror stories does “The Outsider” remind you of? Why?
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“The Outsider” by H. P. Lovecraft
Creative Writing

“The Outsider” demonstrates a great example of a “lovable monster.” The narrator is a misunderstood villain with
emotions and hardships of his own. Your job is to write a story from the perspective of any known villain. Your antihero can

be from any movie, show, or story you'v cl fore. t create a COMPLETELY ORIGINAL backstory
for the villain of your choice, meaning, yo S t as an origin story. Your story should make
readers SYMPATHIZE with the narra unders ythi aracter has become a villain.
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