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Name: Date:

Word Sort
Anticipation Activity

Directions: With a partner, consider P%vkﬁl related. Put them into different
categories by creating lists. How you sort t are up . (Category examples: occupations, types of

food, things related to nature, adjectives...)

la

sharl tiger chase sport
buffalo civilized sailors devil
school night mystery trail
dig knife pupil frantic
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Name:
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ost Dangerous Game” by Richard Connell

initio
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Name: Date:
“The Most Dangerous Game” by Richard Connell

Before Reading Questions

1. What constitutes a “game”? What emotions and connotations are associated with playing games?
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2. How does the author create an ominous, foreboding atmosphere?
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5. Why does Rainsford swim toward the screams and gunshots?
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7. What is unusual about how Rainsford is greeted?



8. How does General Zaroff’s appearance and commentary about his race foreshadow what might happen
later in the story?
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10. Why does General Zaroff get bored of hunting?

NQI.FEQR.EDUCATIONAL USE

13. What is the irony of General Zaroff saying he tries to stay civilized on the island?
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14. How can a person win General Zaroff's game?
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15. What happens if the men Zaroff recruits refuse to be hunted?
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17. Why does General Zaroff smile and turn away from the tree where Rainsford is hiding? What does this say
about his character?



18. In what ways is General Zaroff not playing fair?

19. Recall Rainsford’s earlier ideas about hunting. Why is Rainsford’s current situation ironic?
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21. Why does General Zaroff think the game has ended?

2 vovsmeran e @R EVIEW
NOT FOR ERUGATIONAL USE

. Are you surprised that Rainsford was able to outsmart Zaroff? Why or why not?

2. Do you think Rainsford will continue to hunt after this experience? Explain.

NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE
4. What euphemisms are used in this story to cover up the brutality of what Zaroff was doing?

PREVIEW

5. Do you think Zaroff’s outlook on life is a product of war, his upbringing, or something else? Explain.
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6. What is one theme or message that the author is trying to portray?
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“The Most Dangerous Game” by Richard Connell
After Reading Project Menu

1. Is hunting animals ethical or unethical? Write an argumentative essay on the ethics of hunting for
sport.

2. Pretend you are a detective who is writing up the paperwork for Zaroff’s crimes on the island. With
witness reports from Rainsford as well as the other prisoners, explain.in essay form what Zaroff is
guilty of and howshe would.have been charged if'he were still alive.

3. Create the blueprint for a physical board game based off the short story “The Most Dangerous
Game.” You are not creating a 3-D game, but you are writing a detailed description of everything the
game would entail. You should include what the game pieces will be, directions, and include any
other necessities/rules to play the game. Draw an image of what the game would look like. Don’t
forget to come up with an original nrame-for the' game!

4. Is there a possibility that General Zaroff let Rainsford win on purpose? Write an essay with
evidence that either'supports or contradicts this claim.

5. “The Most Dangerous Game” is written in third person point of view. Rewrite a shortened version
of the story in first person point of view. Choose any existing character to write the perspective from.

6. Create an original movie poster for “The Most Dangerous Game.” Invent a new title for the film. On
your poster, you should include the title, colored illustrations, a list of real actors for the cast, at least
one important quote from the story, and a well-written summary of the plot.

7 Compare.ands,contrast Rainsford-andZaroff in essay fermglow are they like alike;and hew are
they different? Use textual evidencer

8. Create a brochure/pamphlet for Ship-Trap Island. You have two options: It can be an ominous
pamphlet that is meant as a warning to all sailors to stay away (from the perspective of a survivor)...
or create a propaganda pamphlet that is meant to entice sailors to visit the beautiful island (from the
perspective of Zaroff).
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