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Name: Date:
“The Minority Report” by Philip K. Dick
Pre-Reading Discussion Questions

Directions: Answer the following questions in a minimum of 3 sentences based on your
personal opinions. Explain all of your answers.

1. Is it fair to convict someone of a crime they will likely commit, but haven’t actually committed
yet?

2. What is more important? Liberty of safety?

3. What makes someone trustworthy? Can you ever trust someone completely?

4. Define “necessary evil.” Do you believe there are necessary evils in the world?

5. Is human life predetermined—meaning that all events of history, past, present and future,
have been already decided by God, fate, or some other force? Do you believe in free will?



Name;

“The Minority Report” by Philip K. Dick

Date:

Vocabulary

guilelessly adverb

punitive adjective

deterrent noun

culpable Adjective

gesticulate verb

erratically adverb

impassive adjective




incredulous adjective
sullen adjective
loot noun
cursory adjective
indignation noun
uhanimity noun
obsolete adjective
ultimatum noun




Name; Date:

“The Minority Report” by Philip K. Dick
Reading Questions

Section |

1. Who is the protagonist of this story? What do you know about him/her?

2. Describe Witwer. Why is Anderton threatened by him?

3. How does the system Precrime work? What are the pros and cons? How is it an
example of paradox?

4. How is the Precrime system kept in check?

5. What internal and external conflicts are introduced in this section?

Section Il

1. What explanation does Anderton conjure for why his name appears on a card as a
future murderer?



2. How is Anderton feeling in this section? What evidence supports your response?

3. How does Anderton plan to deal with his impeding arrest?

4. What major detail does Anderton overlook? Who points it out to him? Why is that
important?

Section Il

1. Why does Anderton think it may have been a mistake to show Lisa the card?

2. Does Kaplan believe the precognitive data regarding Anderton? How do you know?

3. What is one of Anderton’s flaws or weaknesses?

Section IV

1. Where does Fleming come from? Who does he claim to work for?



2. Who does Fleming say is behind this conspiracy? Does Anderton believe him?
Explain.

3. How does the setting of the story affect the plot?

Section V

1. What is a Minority Report? Why is it called this?

2. What is the significance of the Precrime radio announcement?

Section VI

1. Can Anderton “change his mind” now that he is informed?

2. What moral dilemma does Anderton struggle with?



Section VI

1. Why does Lisa want her husband to turn himself in? How does she try to “convince”
him?

2. What discovery does Anderton make about Fleming?

Section VIl

1. Who is the spy that has been secretly working for Kaplan?

2. Why is Kaplan doing all of this? What is he trying to gain?

2. Why does Anderton say he can sympathize with Kaplan?

3. What does Anderton conclude is the best solution? Why?

Section IX

1. Why does Kaplan invite Anderton on stage?



2. What does Anderton end up doing? Why is it particularly difficult for him?

3. How does the author build suspense in this section of the story?

Section X

1. What happens when there are three separate reports?

2. What is Anderton’s final warning to Witwer?

3. What do the different time paths suggest about free will and fate?

4. What is Lisa like? How would you describe the relationship between Anderton and
Lisa?



After Reading Questions

1. Do you think Anderton made the right decision in the end? Why or why not?

2. Why do you think this story is titled “The Minority Report™?

3. Does deterrence work in our current society? What do you believe is the best way to
end crime in the long term?

4. How does the author create a believable conflict?

5. Is a system like Precrime fair? Why or why not?



6. The Precrime system discards knowledge of other crimes, such as thefts, income tax
evasion, assault, and extortion. Why do you think that is? How would this story be
different if Precrime arrested everyone who was predicted to break the law, no matter
how minor?

7. Is the treatment of the precogs ethical? Explain.

8. What similarities do you see in our society today and the society created by Philip K.
Dick? What problems exist in both worlds?
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Name: Date:
“Minority Report” Analysis
Film by Steven Spielberg (2002)

Part 1: Compare and contrast the film and the original story by filling in the chart below.
Using the category in the left-hand column, write details in each box highlighting how the
two mediums are alike or different.

Short Story/Novella (1956) Movie (2002)

John Anderton

Witwer

Precrime

Anderton’s Wife

Anderton's
future victim

Precogs




Precognitive
Data

The minority
report

Resolution
(how did each
one end?)

Part 2: Answer the questions below.

1. In the film, how was Anderton being set up?

2. How did the director portray the future society on film? What additional details did Spielberg
add to the story?

3. After watching the movie, do you feel like Precrime is a possibility in our future? Why or why
not?

4. Which themes remained the same between both mediums?

5. Which story did you like better, the novella or the film? Explain.
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