“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” by Washington Irving
Teacher Guide

1. Have students complete the activating strategy to ignite background knowledge, build anticipation,
and see what details or perceptions students already have about "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow.”

2. Have students complete the vocPIRcEVrI rEiWuring reading.
3. Read the story “The Leend of Slee oIIow as a class or independentl Students can complete
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4. The after reading questions are great discussion topics; | recommend asking students to share
their answers with the whole class.

5. After reading, students can reflect on Ichabod’s school and compare it to school today using the

modernized Venn Diagram graphip [
6. Students complete the Write Yo O\REM&IE WChoose the duration of time you'd

like students to spend on this project (I recommend one week between home and school) and the
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slideshow to share with their class.
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“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” by Washington Irving
POSTSCRIPT

FOUND IN THE HANDWRITING OF MR. KNICKERBOCKER.

The preceding tale is given almost imthe-preciseywords inswhichi | heard it related at a Corporation
meeting at the ancient city of Manhattoesy at wWhich/were present many of its sagest and most
illustrious burghers. The narrator was a'pleasant, shabby, gentlemanly old fellow, in pepper-and-salt
clothes, with a sadly humourous face, and one whom | strongly suspected of being poor--he made
such efforts to be entertaining. VWhen his story was concluded, there was much laughter and
approbation, particularly fromitwo or.three deputy aldermen, whao had.been asleep the greaterpart.of
the time. There was, however, one tall, dry-looking old gentleman, with beetling eyebrows, who
maintained a grave and rather severe face throughout, now and then folding his arms, inclining his
head, and looking down upon the floor, as if turning a doubt over in his mind. He was one of your
wary men, who never laugh but upon good grounds--when they have reason and law on their side.
When the mirth of the rest of the company had subsided, and silence was restored, he leaned one
arm on the elbow of his chair, and sticking,the-other akimbo,;demanded, with a slight, but exceedingly
sage motion of the head, and contraction©f the: brow, what-was the moral of the story, and what it
went to prove?

The story-teller, who was just putting a glass of wine to his lips, as a refreshment after his toils,
pausedifor a moment, looked at his inquirer with an air of infinite deference, and; lowering the glass
slowly to the table, observedithat the story was'intended-most logically/to prove-=

“That there is no situation in life but has its advantages and pleasures--provided we will but take a
joke as we find it:

“That, therefore, he that runs races with goblin troopers is likely to have rough riding of it.

“Ergo, for a country schoolmaster to be refused the hand of a Dutch heiress is a certain step to high
preferment in the state.”

The cautious old gentleman knit his brows tenfold closer after this explanation, being sorely puzzled
by the ratiocination of the syllogism, while, methought, the one in pepper-and-salt eyed him with
something of a triumphant leer. At lefgth he [obsearved that all this was very well, but still he thought
the story a little on the extravagant--there'were one or two points on which he had his doubts.
“Faith, sir,” replied the story-teller, “as to that matter, | don’t believe one-half of it myself.”
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Before Reading

Read the following statements. Tell whether you agree or disagree by circling your response.

People only get married because they’reinlove................................................... Agree
Pranking people is harmless ........... =0 o b L ....... Agree
There’s a logical explanation for everything ......................................................Agree
People will alwaysbelieve whatthey want to believe |........ A ... L. L. .. Agree
There are no coincidences inlife ......................... i Agree
Ghostsarereal ... i AgrTeE
Haunted houses are just a tourist attraction invented to make money...................... Agree
Most people want to be adored and admired . L. L L L L Agree
Supernatural occurrences happen everywhere™. ... L L L L ... Agree
Cursesiand legends arereal [0, . D I LU L T A L T L L Adree
People fabricate storiesto make'them™more‘interesting 7. 4. o L DL L FAgree
Greed can be dangerOUS ... ... e e e Agree
People are compelled to shocking news, no matter how horrific.............................. Agree
Just because you want something, doesn't mean it's yourstohave ......................... Agree

What do you already know about The Legend of Sleepy Hollow?

Disagree
Disagree
Disagree
Disagree
Disagree
Disagree
Disagree
Disagree
Disagree
Disagree
Disagree
Disagree
Disagree

Disagree

If you have never heard of‘it, make a prediction what you think the legend is about.
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resplendent adj

roystering adj

(from the verb roister) pR_wl_m
ascendancy noun

ran;|pole : adj [ ; ; : E

boorish

opulence noun

desolate noun

crestfallen adj pR_wl-m
severest (severe) dj

perverse adj
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speculation

noun
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Reading Comprehension Questions
“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” by Washington Irving

1. What is the purpose of beginning t tory wi ote f ong the papers of the late Diedrich
Knickerbocker? ﬁ Vi
N FR-EDUCATIONAL USE

3. Describe the people who live in Sleepy Hollow.

PREVIEW
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5. Who is Ichabod Crane? Why does he come to Sleepy Hollow?
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7. Who is Katrina Van Tassel? Why is Ichabod interested in her?
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9. What is Balt Van Tassel like?



10. How does Brom Bones respond to Ichabod’s interest in Katrina? Why does he do this?
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13. In what ways does Ichabod enjoy the party?
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15. What story is told about Brouwer’s encounter with the headless horseman?

PREVIEW

16. Who tops Brouwer's story? What story does he/she reveal? Do you believe him/her?
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17. What evidence is there that Katrina rejects Ichabod romantically?

———— - 4 ST | S
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19. How does Ichabod respond to the figure which towers over him? Why?



20. How does Ichabod try to mimic what Brom did in his own experience with the horseman?
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22. What traces of the chase do the searchers find the next day?
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24. What did the people of the town believe about what happened that night?
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2. Did Katrina only marry Brom because Ichabod disappeared?
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4. How did Brom take advantage of Ichabod’s belief in the supernatural?



5. What logical explanation is there for what happened to Ichabod the night he disappeared?

6. How does Knickerbocker know the PterfE M7ISEaWLJe narrator? (see Post Script)
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7. Why does it seem like Brom Bones might know more about what happened to Ichabod that night?

PREVIEW

8. Do you believe that people would rather sensationalize a story rather than seek a true logical explanation?
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9. Is Ichabod the hero in this story or is the story heroless?

PREVIEW

10. Do you feel sorry for Ichabod at all? Explain.
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11. Is there a moral to this story? Explain.
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“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” by Washington Irving
Write Your Own Legend — Creative Writing

What is a legend? A legend is an unverifiable story passed on through generations and popularly accepted as true or
historical. Legends are fascinating tales, brimmed.with the,unexpected..They contain an overlap of real facts and

characters with supernatural ones, leading its_ audience to/be unsure which/parts are true and which are fabricated.
Legends stand the test of time and often become part ofa community's tradition.

El include i I i
Legends are in narrative form. Legends are storigs that are passed down.
Legends have a specific setting: a time and a place.

Legends evolve or transform over the years to stay exciting. Parts of your story could be exaggerated or reimagined with
time.

Legends combine a real event or real person’s life story with supernatural or inexplicable occurrences.

Legends are stories that make sense, even though they contain mystifying details. Even with supernatural elements, your
story should be written in a way that seems'like it could be'true. Your story should explain why people believe
paranormal events are happening.

Dontforgetitorgiveyour degendiafun, intriguing“name!

Directions: Fillout the following'chart as a brainstorming activity.
This will help you get ideas down on how you’d like to write your legend.

What

Where

Who

When




“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” by Washington Irving
Write Your Own Legend — Creative Writing Project

Grading Rubric

CONTENT: 20 Points

The writing effectively engages and orients the reader by establishing a context and a point of view.
Theswritingrincludes elements of asnarrative; including: asnarrator; settingpcharactersyand conflicts
The writing includes elements of a'legend, including: supernatural event(s) paired with a seemingly
true story.

FOCUS: 20 Points

The writing effectively addresses the prompt/task with a focused response.

The writing effectively uses narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and
reflection, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

ORGANIZATION: 20 Points

The writing skillfully uses transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts
fromeene.time frame orsetting to another, and showsthe relationship.among experiences and events.
The writing effectively organizes an-event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.

Thewriting provides an'effective introduction'that gains the reader’s"attention.

The writing provides an effective conclusion that follows the narrated experiences or events.

LANGUAGE/STYLE: 20 Points

The writing effectively uses precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory
language to capture the action and convey experiences and events.

The writing exhibits the style of a legend where the language or dialogue creates a suspenseful,
exciting, and mysterious mood.

FORMAT/CONVENTIONS: 20 Points

The writing may have a few minor errors in grammar and usage, however, meaning is clear
throughout'the response.

The writing demonstrates command of the conventions/of'standard English'consistent with effectively
edited writing.

The writing accurately and skillfully uses general academic and domain-specific words and phrases
important for comprehension.

The writing is an appropriate length for the task (specified by the teacher).

TOTAL POINTS: 100

Due Date:
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“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” by Washington Irving

Research a Legend

What is a legend? A legend is an unverifiable story passed on through generations and popularly accepted as true or
historical. Legends are fascinating tales, brimmed with the unexpected. They contain an overlap of real facts and

characters with supernatural ones, leading i [ to hich parts are true and which are fabricated.
Legends stand the t eFEw;mmunity's tradition.
https:/iwww.legendsofamerica.com/legends(

You can use the following website:
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“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” by Washington Irving
Directions: Compare the school where Ichabod Crane taught with the school you go to.
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imilarities
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