Name: Date:

Anticipation Activity
“The Cask of Amontillado”

Part A Directions: Write down the first word that comes to your mind as you read each word below.

PREVIE

NQT FOR EDUC/

2. Respect

Example: Field

3. Drink

- __PREVII
N&1- FOR-EDUC/

6. Vault

7. Punishment

8. Masonry

N T FOREDUC/

Part B Directions: Write a prediction about what you think this story will be about.




Name: Date:
Vocabulary “The Cask of Amontillado”

Vocabulary Word Part of speech | Definition in my own words
venture verb
impunity noun
immolation noun
connoisseur noun
imposture noun
accost verb
abscond verb
flambeaux noun
gait noun
gesticulation noun
grotesque adjective
aperture noun




Answer Key: Vocabulary “The Cask of Amontillado”

Vocabulary Word Part of speech | Definition in my own words
venture verb dare to do something dangerous
impunity noun exemption from punishment or consequences

NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

immolation noun The act of being killed as a sacrifice
connoisseur noun a person who is an expert in something, usually an art
imposture noun The act of pretending to be someone else to deceive people

NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USFE

accost verb attack someone verbally and aggressively
abscond verb To leave in a hurry
flambeaux

~ PREVAEW
NOT FOR EDUCATMONAL USE

A dramatic hand or body gesture

gesticulation noun

adjective P REEVIuE!W distorted
OT FOR EQUCTATIONAL US

grotesque




Name: Date:
“The Cask of Amontillado” Edgar Allan Poe
Reading Questions

Background: This story takes place in Italy during The Carnival of Venice (Carnevale di Venezia). Carnival is an annual
festival known for its big parades, masquerade balls, entertainment, music, and parties. People wear costumes or
masks, throw confetti in the air, and celebrate in the streets. Mischief and pranks are common during Carnival. You could
compare it to Mardi Gras which is celebrated in the United States. It was a very famous holiday in ltaly during the
eighteenth century. Carnival is now a global sensation that is celebrated in over 50 countries around the world. Every city
has its own unique traditions and way of celebrating. It is one last party before Ash Wednesday and the restrictions of
Christian kent begin. "a Carnevale ogni scherzo/vale!”|(anything goes at Carnevalel)

1. Why does Montresor want to get revenge?

2. What does Montresor mean when he says he wants to not only punish Fortunato, but punish with impunity?

3. What does Montresor mean when he says, “It is.equally unredressed when the avenger fails to make himself felt as
such to him who has done the wrong”?

4. How does Montresor keep Fortunato unsuspecting of his plans?

5. What is Fortunato’s weakness?

6. Why did Fortunato so willingly go down to'the catacembs with Montresor?

7. What'is Fortunato wearing? Why might this be foreshadowing?

8. Why did all Montresor's servants go home for the evening?

9. Why is it ironic that Montresor keeps referring to Fortunato as “my friend”?

10. What ways does Montresor make sure Fortunato stays calm as they walk through the vault?

11. What can readers conclude from the dialogue between Montresor and Fortunato regarding family and brotherhood?



12. Montresor imitates Fortunato's cries for help. "l replied to the yells of him who clamored. | re-echoed - | aided - |
surpassed them in volume and in strength." Why would Montresor do this?

S ———
NOTAER-ERAHEATIO

15. How does the setting contribute to the overall mood of the story?

16. What are Fortunato’s last words to MltreB/\EMylian
N.Qh]ld reEsQ BriseEDtrUdQAn[o loo

18. What does Montresor hear as he thrusts his torch into the aperture?

19. What is the last line of the story? What do you think it means?

PREVIE

20. What is ironic about Fortunato’s name?

NOT FOR EDUC/

21. How long has Fortunato been dead?

22. What is one the theme of this story?

23. A sociopath is a term used to descrlbl sonBeEVrlgwwty disorder (ASPD). People with ASPD

don’t respect social norms or laws, they lie for personal gain, and they do not feel guilt or remorse. Would you consider

NOTTFOR'EDUCATIONAL USE

24. To whom is Montresor telling his story do you think? Why?



Answer Key
“The Cask of Amontillado” Edgar Allan Poe
Reading Questions

Background: This story takes place in Italy during The Carnival of Venice (Carnevale di Venezia). Carnival is an annual
festival known for its big parades, masquerade balls, entertainment, music, and parties. People wear costumes or

masks, throw confetti in the air, and cele ree hief a s are common during Carnival. You could
e Un ates. It very famous holiday in Italy during the
ral

compare it to Mardi Gras which is ce t
eighteenth century. Carnival is now a global sensation that is celebrated in over 50 countries around the world. Every city

has its own unique traditions and way of celebrating. It is one last party before Ash Wednesday and the restrictions of
NOT POREDUCATIONAL USE
1. Why does Montresor want to get revenge?
Fortunato has insulted him.

2. What does Montresor mean when he says he wants to not only punish Fortunato, but punish
with impunity?

He means he wants get revenge withRREMl an

3. What does Montresor mean when he says, “It is equally unredressed when the avenger fails to make
ns that Fortun t Kno res is i eac eta otherwis
there is no point in the revenge.
4. How does Montresor keep Fortunato unsuspecting of his plans?
He is friendly to his face and smiles like nothing is wrong (although he is smiling at the thought of killing him).
5. What is Fortunato’s weakness?
Fortunato is proud and pretentious, p it e.
6. Why did Fortunato so willingly go down to the catacombs with Montresor?
ance a : nt prove he kno esonsald he was t
resi for an o e ; isted i ca
more of a wine connoisseur than Luchresi.
7. What is Fortunato wearing? Why might this be foreshadowing?

He is dressed in motley (a court jester costume). A court jester is known as a fool or clown. Perhaps
Montresor is going to make a fool of him.

8. Why did all Montresor's servants gPEVw';EW
not be back until morning, and gave them explicit orders not to

Montresor told his servants that he would
leave. He manipulated them because he knew as soon as he said he would not be home all night, they would

NS IS8 ERVGALIONAL USE

It is verbal irony, as Montresor is simply manipulating Fortunato and pretending they are friends so that
Fortunato doesn’t believe he is in any danger.



10. What ways does Montresor make sure Fortunato stays calm as they walk through the vault?
Montresor keeps Fortunato drunk and continuously drinking. He makes Fortunato feel like this whole venture
is his own idea. He also pays him compliments, such as he is so admired and respected, he wouldn’t know

what to do if something bad would happen to him. Montresor tells Fortunato several times that they should
turn around and go back, the nitre is not good for their health. Montresor tells Fortunato they can turn back at

any time which makes Forunato proprEV l Ew
11. What can readers conclude from the dial twee resor'and Fortunato regarding family and

brotherhood?
NEEEOR-ERAEATHONAl-tISE
ause heldoes not : 0 arinsu (o} ing h Idin on..
Montresor pulls out a trowel.

12. Montresor imitates Fortunato's cries for help. "l replied to the yells of him who clamored. | re-echoed - |
aided - | surpassed them in volume and in strength." Why would Montresor do this?

He wants to show Fortunato that no one can hear him... he is doomed.
13. How does Edgar Allan Poe build PeRIEeV/I EW
In first person point of view, Poe begins the story with the narrator Montresor saying he is going to get
enge re OESy0 re i ct pl ugh, heamaboult ityas he describes how 4
Nc urre I ro o] with nsuspe @ i 'IdI anticipati E
spen’s readers wenterwhat i t a ni. goingeto dolit? n e chai
Fortunato up, Poe still slowly describes the crime, tier by tier as Montresor seals Fortunato in the tomb.
14. Why does Fortunato laugh and tell Montresor that they will joke about this later?
Fortunato pretends to laugh and pretends be in on the joke which he hopes is just that: a very complex

practical joke. Fortunato hopes that Montresor will let him go if Fortunato agrees to laugh about the whole
thing and hold no grudges. Fortunato wants Montresor to understand that his point has been made.

15. How does the setting contribute tFBZEYLEW
The mood is ominous, suspenseful, claustrop , impending, looming, and sinister. The setting takes place

in the vaults, down in the catacombs, surrounded by dead bodies, with a foulness of the air, the walls are
I a 's dark"and“desert s . ing e frofm everyonejgels
NEH-ROR R ROl PN A EIISE
e e City in"celebrating iv d'havingtun; know w re.

16. What are Fortunato’s last words to Montresor? Why are they significant?

“For the love of God, Montresor!” Fortunato at last breaks down and, realizing the deathly consequences of
the situation, resorts to a prayer for earthly salvation. He shows his vulnerability and that he does not want to
die.

17. Why should readers not be surpriPHEMl!rEt*Wato go?

In the beginning of the story, Montresor made it clear that he would only a commit a crime if there were to be

NQILEOR FDNICATTONAL USE

All he hears is the jingling of the bells from Fortunato’s costume.



19. What is the last line of the story? What do you think it means?

“In pace requiescat!" It actually means “rest in peace." It's another example of verbal irony and shows how
unsympathetic Montresor feels toward Fortunato.

20. What is ironic about Fortunato’s name?

His name comes from the word “fortP RlE'gyll:EWss, yet in this story, his situation is
quite UNFORTUNATE; he finds himself in seri uble.
NOI.EORE A A
I.E DUCATIONAL USE

22. What is one theme of this story?

Answers will vary.

« Be careful who you trust.

» People will go to extremes to get re

« Pride can be dangerous (it’s both thER\EIV* ane —over hurt pride—and it’s the
reason Fortunato goes down in the Vault e of his pride f owing vintage wine)

+ Alcohol hinders rational thinking and inhibits natural instinct which can leave you unprotected.

NOLEQR.EDUCATIONAL.LISE

with ASPD don’t respect social norms or laws, they lie for personal gain, and they do not feel guilt or remorse.
Would you consider Montresor a sociopath? Explain why or why not.

Answers will vary. “My heart grew sick” may imply remorse. Up for interpretation.
25. To whom is Montresor telling his story do you think? Why?

Answers will vary. Could be a priest? A confession? The police? A friend?

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE



Name:
“The Cask of Amontillado” Edgar Allan Poe
Quick Summary 5 W’s
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Name: Date:
“The Cask of Amontillado” Edgar Allan Poe
Quick Summary 5 W’s

Who: Who is the story about?

Montresor and Fortunato go down int Its. t inister, intelligent character who is seeking
revenge. Fortunato is a pompous, dr h o) 4
NQIL.EQR EDUCATIONAL USE

Montresor wants to kill Fortunato. They were once friends, but Montresor is upset with Fortunato. Montresor
gets Fortunato drunk, and takes him down into the vaults to kill him.

Where: Where does it take place? P REV!EW
The story takes place in Venice, Italy. The two iends he majority of the time in the catacombs.

When: When does it take place?

It takes place during Carnival festival. It takes place at night while everyone is partying and out having fun.

Why: Why does it take place?

Montresor Kills Fortunato by sealing arRrEMsI IEJWS insulted him a thousand times. The

revenge must be as final as death because Montresor does not want to face consequences.

NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

How would you rate this story on a scale of 1-5? Explain in a paragraph below.

Answers will vary.

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE



Name:

Date:

“The Cask of Amontillado” by Edgar Allan Poe

Would You Rather...

Part A: Circle one answer that best fits how you feel.

Would you rather....

Be buried-alive

Be insulted

Be told when you’re being offensive
Get revenge

Be betrayed by a friend

Have too much pride

Be friends with Montresor

Face consequences'of your actions
Take the law into your own hands
Have no friends

Feel guilty forever

Defend yourself

Be killed by someone you know

Know if you’re insane

Part B: Choose one of the statements from aboyve and, write a paragraph explaining why you would

choose one option over the other.

Beburnedalive

Bethe insulter

Be yourself no matter how offensive you are to others

Forgive those who wrong you

Betray a friend

Have too/much ighorance

Be friends with Fortunato

Live with'a‘huge secret

Let karma or other higher beings take control
Have all secret enemies as friends

Deny any wrongdoings

Letit go

Be killed by a'stranger

Be unaware if you’re insane



