Teacher Guide
"Telephone Conversation” by Wole Soyinka

Suggested Lesson Procedure:P1R|E‘ 'I E

1. Introduction Lesson (~10 Minutes)

NQTF-FOR-EDUGATIONAL USE

inka’s biography, includi igerian writer and activist.
The history of British colonization of Nigeria, focusing on its lasting effects through the 1960s.
The social climate of 1960s Britain, particularly regarding racism and housing discrimination.

2. First Reading of the Poem (~5 Minutes)

Students read the poem silenthRwEeVleEWression and absorb the tone

and structure.

N G e b i sk AT TON AL USE

Read the poem aloud as a class or select a student volunteer to read it dramatically. Ask
students what stood out to them.

4. Reading Questions (~20 Minutes)

ey oo PREVIE W™ e
NOT FOR'TEDUCATIONAL USE

Go over the questions and answers as a class. Facilitate a discussion.
6. After Reading Activity: “Apartment for Rent” (~40 Minutes)

In pairs, students will design what they feel is a fair and respectful rental application as if they

are a landlord/landlady. Once fPRFEVIE tions with another group and score

them based on fairness, respectfulnes relev si e scoresheet provided.
NOTFOR"EDUCATIONAL USE

Students will complete an individual reflection by thoughtfully responding to a set of
questions. Review responses.
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6) When does the speaker’s tone shift in the poem, and why does this happen?

7) What does the color red, as in: “FPIRI’EV*E,WubIe-tiered omnibus” symbolize in

the poem?

NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

8) What role does satire play in the poem? How is it used?

9) How does the poem end? What is theBe EV I EW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

10) What is the author’s purpose of the poem?

PREVIEW

11) How does the structure of the poem reflect the content?

NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

12) How did the poem make you feel? Why?
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13) How does the setting influence the events or message of the poem?
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Part 2. Swap applications with another group. Score the group’s application using the chart
below.

Reminder: Do not answer the questions on the application.

Category Give each category a score=| Explanation
1-10 Points. (10 being
excellent, and 1 being
poor)

Creativity

Completeness

Relevance to
real-world
scenarios

Ethics

Professionalism




Part 3. Reflection. Answer the reflection questions independently.

1) If you were denied a rental after submitting an application, how would you respond or what steps would

PREVIEW
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3) How can hidden bias show up in ordinary paperwork?

NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

4) What additional steps might a landlord/landlady take before agreeing to rent to a potential tenant?

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

5) What questions are important to avoid on this type of application? What type of information should be
conS|dered irrelevant?

PREVIEW
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