Annotating Poetry with TP-CASTT
Suggested Lesson Procedure
Day 1 Overview:

1. Begin the lesson by introducing TP-CASTT using the provided PowerPoint presentation.
Walk students.through each part.of the acronymy(Iitle, Paraphrase, Connotation, Attitude,
Shifts, Title, [Fheme), explaining=what each step means.and how it helps,analyze poetry.

2. Next, distribute the poem “Flash Cards.” Using the PowerPoint, guide students through
annotating the poem as a whole class. Encourage students to mark up the text by circling,
underlining, or highlighting key information on their own papers.

Project the slides onto the board.

(The animation feature should display‘answers.as you click; allowing students time to think and
participate before revealing responses)

It passible, project the slides onte a whiteboard without the pull‘down sereen‘and invite
students to comeup’and annotateldirectly=on thesboardiusing drywerase markers. ‘khis keeps
engagement high and allows students to actively participate in the annotation process.

Answers may vary—as everyone has different interpretations of poetry.

As you move through the poem, explicitly connect each annotation back to the corresponding
part of TP-CASTT. All components are built into the PowerPoint, so use it as your guide for
pacing and discussion.

Day 2 Overview:

1=Beginby quicklysreviewing thesTRP=CAST | processfromsthe previous day. Clarify any
misunderstandings and remind students how each step helps them analyze/a poem.

2. Distribute “Oranges” by Gary Soto. Students will work in pairs to annotate the poem using
the TP-CASTT framework. Encourage them to reference their notes from the previous lesson
and work collaboratively to discuss their thinking.

3. As students work, circulate around the room to monitor progress, answer questions, and
guide students who may be struggling"

4. Once students have completed their annotations, bring the class back together for a whole-
class review, Go through.the poem step-by-step,.discussing, correct answers and allowing
students to share their interpretations.
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How to Annotate a Poem
e g, )

Read the poem again, stopping and reflecting on every line and/or stanza and its
literal meaning.

Read the poem again this time looking for figurative language and deeper
meanings.

A poem is an intricate form RRE’MLE[W understood on the first

read. So if you don’t “get it” right away, that’s NORMAL!

il formif a|poém s part o s meanie. o should opserve Al datures ang) |

techniques of a poem to effectively interpret a poem’s meaning.
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P = PARAPHRASE
C = CONNOTATION
A = ATTITUDE

S = SHIFTS PREVI EW

T =TITLE (AGA
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meaning. at is happening in the

Connotation = What figurative language and imagery is used? What impact does it have? What
poetic devices are used?

Attitude = What is the speaker’s tone? What feelings does it capture?

Shifts = Are there any changes in attitude or insight? Look for key words, time change,
punctuation.

:;:5:1 :?evisited = Re-examine the PRTECV tI!EWn? How does it connect to the
NOT FOR'EDUCATIONAL USE
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Flash Cards

\What does thistitle make me think of?
Predict what the poem will be about.
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o Paraﬁh:'hase eaiIEW)n. | |
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In math | was the whiz kid, keeper

of oranges and apples. What you don't understand,

master, my father I;B;%yflagw
NOT FQR EDUCATIONAL USE

he faster they came.
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Paraphrase each section.

Flash Cards PREVI EW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

In math | was the whiz kid, keeper

of oranges and apples. What you don't understand,

master, my father EaB EV@W e
" Srswefed Ana taster thy-cAme. ONAL ﬁﬂ‘E

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE



PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

NOT FOR EDUCKTIONAL USE

one clear bee sputtering at the wet pane.

The tulip trees always dragged after heavy rain

so | tucked my heB %ytlgwapped home.
i sngin s, st e il e e s

's plant.
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Par e ection.

| could see one bud on the teacher's geranium

NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

one clear bee sputtering at the wet pane.

The tulip trees always dragged after heavy rain

so | tucked my hezp WEWIapped home.

NOT-EQR-ERLCATIONAL-YUSE
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Paraphrase athsegtion.
NQIFLB ERUGALIONAL USE

and relaxed with a highball and The Life of Lincoln.

The father comes hompﬂw ilEWes with a drink

and a book.
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“PREVIEW™
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before sleep, before a thin voice hissed

numbers as | spun on a wheel. | had to guess.

Ten, | kept saymﬁBIEMltEW
N (DR ki3 A e} €dNA ol J S E

the child g the dark a

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE



PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PardB e fon
N humbeérs a5 T'spun on & wheel! [Hadt6'duess. =

Ten, | kept saying, I'm only ten.

The child does not R\%(YOLE’IWHSWGL The child
NOT FOR'EDUCATIONAL: USE
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Connotations
Flash Cards

NOT EQR. EDUCATIONAL USE

In math | was the whiz kid, keeper fh“';“é i i

of oranges and apples. What you don't understand,

master, my father BaB,EnV@W N
NQTEQREDLCATIGNAL-USE
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Imagery: shows hyper-awareness, a ocence of thec

NQTE SOREDIHGATIOMAL USE

one clear bee sputtering at the wet pane.

The tulip trees alers dragged after heavy rain

so | tucked m heastEmy I:I)OEowsla ed home.
NQLEQR.EDUCATIONAL USE
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Connotations

NOLEQRERLUGATIONAL USE

and relaxed with a highball and The Life of Lincoln.

hard work, self-ma

SRR -
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Connotations

S Y1 2" T —
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before sleep, before a thin vonce hlssed S

personification : threatenin

numbers as | spuﬁﬂé\nﬁwm to guis;r
ﬂb’l“?b‘*ﬁ"% DUCATIONAL USE

,,,,,, y, reminder of innocence
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Atttitude/Tone

Flash Cards - PREIVtIEW
ML ECKERUCATIONAL USE

master, my father said; the faster

| answered, the faster they came. anxious

| could see one bud on the teacher's geranium, observant

one clear bee sputtering at the BRE VJEW
N R ERUCAPIONAL USE

gloomy
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Atttitude/Tone

EVIEW

My father put up his fele?aﬁer work bitter

I ek gt dnd Gooid G A L. USE

After supper we drilled and | climbed the dark

overwhelmed

s e R Ve . *
N RARERHCATIONsE: USE

desperate
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Flash Cards Shifts

In math | was the whiz kid, keeper P R EWthWup his-feet after work e
NG TSR EBUCATIORAL UE

er supper we drilled and | climbed the d
| answered, the faster they came.

before sleep, before a thin voice hissed
| could see one bud on the teacher's geranium,
numbers as | spun on a wheel. | had to guess.

one clear bee sputtering at the wet pane. .
Ten, | kept saying, I'm only ten.

The tulip trees always dragged after V ITEW
S0 | tucked my head as my boots s p = h els intense pressure — shifts to

vulnerability and acknowledgement

Pepriencdfoid 210U C sbietiol Gapdhiind b fi5n

The speakeris quietat school and child and the pressure is too m fher age
becomes more tense at home.
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Flash Cards Title Revisited

NI QREIT‘U CAI b"NaAiL”Ug E

After supper we drilled and | climbed the dark

| answered, the faster they came.
before sleep, before a thin voice hissed

| could see one bud on the teacher's geranium, numbers as | spun on a wheel. | had to guess.

one clear bee sputtering at the wet pane. Ten, | kept saying, I'm only ten.

S —— ] > V) | VT
&QmI&:QR.EﬁUQAIJ QNAL.YSE

a source of stress. They symbolize repetition, control, and pressure.
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Themes

o PREVIEW

The poem suggests that when learning becomes tied to

NOT-ROR-ERWCATICNAL USE

master, my father said; the faster and relaxed with a highball and The Life of Lincoln.
| answered, the faster they came.

After supper we drilled and | climbed the dark

The speaker seems to realize that being good at

AR L AR RO before sleep, before a thin voice hissed

| could see one bud on the teacher’
ﬁ rEV spun on a wheel. | had to guess.
one clear bee sputtering at the wet pane o

n, | kept saying, I'm only ten.

NOLEQREDL CATIQONAJ: 4G E

sage: success brings more demands childhood

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE



Name: Date:
TPCASTT
Annotate the poem “Flash Cards” by Rita Dove

Predict what the poem will be about based on the title:

PREVIEW

“Flash Cards” | Paraphrase Stanza 1:

In math | was the whiz kid, keeper
of oranges and apples. What you don't understand,
master, my father said; the faster

| answered, the faster they PR EV I E

| could see one bud on the teacher's geranium,

NOTE o s oo eow . /2 [ E

so | tucked my head as my boots slapped home.

AW N =

9 My father put up his feet after work
10 and relaxed with a highball and The Life of Lincoln.
11 After supper we drilled and | climbed the dark

12 before sleep, before a thin
13 numbers as | spunonaw P VI Ew
en

14 Ten, | kept saying, I'm only  Paraphrase Stanza 3:

NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

Paraphrase Stanza 4:

- PREVIEW

' Connotations:

OT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE




" Connotations:
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Name: Date:
TPCASTT — “Oranges”

Title prediction:

PREVIEW
NOT.EQOR EDUCATIONAL US

With a girl, | was twelve,

Cold, and weighted down
With two oranges in my jacket.
December. Frost cracking
Beneath my steps, my breath
Before me, then gone,

. As | walked toward
Her house, the one WhoseP R EV I EW
10 Porch light burned yellow

11. Night and day, in any weather.

NOLEQRED

4. At her gloves, face bright Paraphrase Stanza 2:
5. With rouge. | smiled,
16 Touched her shoulder, and led
17. Her down the street, across
18. A used car lot and a line
19. Of newly planted trees,
20. Until we were breathing
21. Before a drugstore. We

22. Entered, the tiny bell
23. Bringing a saleslady P R EV I EW
24. Down a narrow aisle of goods.

25 | turned to the candies

QEESREDUYCATIONAL US

Startlng at the corners
30 Of her mouth. | fingered
31. A nickel in my pocket, Paraphrase Stanza 3:

CONDOAWNS

32. And when she lifted a chocolate
33. That cost a dime,

34. | didn’t say anything.

35 | took the nickel from P R EV I EW
6. My pocket, then an orang
7. And set them qwetly on

NGEEEREDUCATIONAL US

41. Very well what it was aII
42. About.




43. Outside,

44. A few cars hissing past,

45. Fog hanging like old

46. Coats between the trees.

47.1took my girl’s hand

48. in mine for two blocks,

49. Then released it to let

50. Her unwrap the chocolate.
.| peeled my orange

2. That was so bright against

NGEESE-L

56. | was making a fire in my hands

Paraphrase Stanza 4:

PREVIEW
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Connotations:

PREVIEW

NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

Attitude:

Shifts:

NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW

Title:

PREVIEW
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