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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




John Steinbeck
Author Study Project

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? Whatcountryjis'the authorfrom? Where are the author’s parents from?

John Steinbeck'was'/American. He was born in Salinas, California.

PRAISED*FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admirerand/celebrate aboutthis author? List notable:works:

John Steinbeck was a novelist, playwright, essayist, and short-story writer. He is praised for his
insightful, descriptive, realistic portrayal of American life, especially during the Great Depression era. He is
regarded as one of the greatest writers in America, and his books are frequently included in the curriculum
of schools. Steinbeck wrote over 30 books. His most memorable works include: Of Mice and Men, Grapes

of Wrath, The Pearl, and East of Eden.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

Steinbeck's portrayal of female characters are often/depicted as inferior in‘relation to their male
counterparts. Though these depictions may have been representative of the restrictions women faced
during the time, Steinbeck’s intentions are questionable to some critics.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

Steinbeck was born in Salinas, California, during,a time when,the, region was primarily agricultural. His
family faced financial difficulties due/to fluctuations in the lagricultural industry. These financial struggles had
a significant impact on Steinbeck's upbringing and shaped his understanding of the working class.

TWOMAJOR LIEE.EVENTS:

Briefly explain two majorievents that occurred in.the author’s life. Amajor life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

Steinbeck served as a war correspondent during World War 1l for the New York Herald Tribune. From this
experience came such nonfiction pieces: Bombs Away: The Story of a Bomber Team (1942); Once There
Was a War (1958), a collection of Steinbeck's dispatches from 1943; and A Russian Journal (1948), with
photographs by Robert Capa. Steinbeck was inspired again later in his life to visit war zones to document
the experience. At the age 64, he visited South Vietnam and traveled to the north of Thailand and into Laos.

Steinbeck received prestigious awards for writing./In 1940, Steinbeck earned a Pulitzer Prize for The
Grapes of Wrath. He received the Nobel Prize for Literature for 1962 “for his realistic as well as imaginative
writings, distinguished by a sympathetic humour and a keen social perception.”

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.

John Ernst Steinbeck was born on February 27, 1902.

QUOTE:



Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

“All great and precious things are lonely.” This quote comes from Steinbeck’s novel East of Eden. He
suggests that achievements and remarkable talent often comes with a certain degree of solitude and
loneliness.

EDUCATION AND CAREER:

Where and when did the author attend school? What 'career choices led this person to become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

Steinbeck attended Stanford University on and off in the 41920s but neverearned a‘degree. In 1925] he
went to New York, so:she could be inscloser proximityato’the publishing industry. Hefound some work asva
construction worker and a newspaper reporter, but his writing career was unstable and he did not have
financial security. He moved back to California and worked independently on writing. Steinbeck’s big break
was “Tortilla Flat” (1935), a series of humorous stories about Monterey paisanos. John Steinbeck's most
beloved novel is widely considered to be "The Grapes of Wrath" (1939). Several of John Steinbeck's novels
have been adapted into films, to include: Of Mice and Men, The Grapes of Wrath, Cannery Row, East of
Eden, The Pearl, and the Red Pony.

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is.the.author enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

Steinbeck had a passion for reading.whichsheatiributesto’his mother whodoved literattire. His,favorite book
was Sir Thomas Malory's Le Morte d'Arthur, a collection of the legends of King Arthur. As a kids, he played
sports and worked during the summer on various ranches. He was interested in photography as well as
marine biology. John was always determined to study whatever subject he wanted to write about in order to
make his stories realistic.

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does thesauther have siblings?\Whe is;thesauthor’s closest ally or friend?

Steinback was married three times. In 1930;:He 'married.Carol Henning, but they divorced in 1942.
Steinbeck then married Gwyndolyn Conger in 1943. Their marriage lasted until their divorce in 1948.
Steinbeck married Elaine.Scott.in 1950,He had two.sonsThomas.and.John.

THREE'ADJECTIVESTO'DESCRIBEHIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

Compassionate, talented, curious

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

When did the author pass away? If the author is still living, what is his/her age?

John Steinbeck died on December 20, 1968. He died of heart failure at age 66 in New York City.
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