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Meet the Author

NOTF QR-ERUCATIONAL USE

e Sheis known for picture books and young adult fiction with a
focus on family, culture, and heritage.

on'ng'Q s, New Yo kw'thhrmth but spent
ome time in Massachus tt with her father during her high

e mbrelaversi/ i el &fs iter

e Her most famous works include: Burn Baby Bur. ThGlWh
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® noun
e harbored feeling of anger or

resentment oy ey
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K]" C§)1prerﬂ'1E:\élEW
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® noun

® a person who works for another
in order to learn a skiIWften at a
low wage) E
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® noun
® an empty space or hole
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e to look at someone with great
surprise, especially with one’s

mouth ope
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brokerPREVlEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

® verb
® arrange or negotiate a deal or plan

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONA

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE



PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

maneuver'-"
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

® verb
e to carefully and skillfully guide

someone or[sérmething\/
NOT FOR EDUCATIONA

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE



PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

txcoo nPREVlEW
T FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

® Nnoun
® a wealthy and powerful person who
has been successful in business
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enforce-V'=W
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

® verb
e to make people obey rules or laws;

to impose wﬁhE)VFEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONA
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searin REVIEW
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e adjective
® describes something extremely hot

orintense ppEVIEW
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levitate -V'=W
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

® verb
® torise and float in the air without

any physicalpR:E)vr'tEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONA
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Name: Date:
Before Reading Anticipation Guide
PART A: Read the'following.statements.
If you agree, circle AGREE; if you'disagree, circle DISAGREE.

1. The worst.temptation is instant gratification...... £ ..o L L0 AGREE", DISAGREE
2. Ittakes guts to not fight back........... .. AGREE ~DISAGREE
3. Parents must make sacrifices for their children to succeed ........... AGREE  DISAGREE
4. Hard work is always rewarded..............oooiviiiiiii AGREE  DISAGREE
5. Helping family is more important than personal pride................. AGREE  DISAGREE
6. Everyone has the same oppontunities i life &0 0 AL 4. AGREE  DISAGREE
7. Having money makes people think they: are betterthan others...... AGREE  DISAGREE
8. Doing the right thing iS €asy.............coiiiiiiiiiiiiiii AGREE  DISAGREE
9. People who attendeexpensive schools are snobst. i .. L .0 AGREE '\ DISAGREE
10. There is strength in silence..............ocoiiiiiiiii AGREE  DISAGREE
11. Adults worry too much about the future................... AGREE DISAGREE
12. Girls should not run their own businesses......................c.ol. AGREE DISAGREE
13. You have to go to college to be successful............................ AGREE DISAGREE
14. Sibling rivalry always eXists ........ooovvviiiniiiiiiiie e AGREE DISAGREE
15. Not all surprises are good stirprises. ... ... Ll Ll Al AGREE  DISAGREE

PART B: Pick one of the statements from above. Clarify the meaning of the
statement and explain in @ few/séntencés why you agree or disagree!




Name: Date:
“Sol Painting, Inc.” by Meg Medina Vocabulary

Word Part of-Speech | Definition

grudge noun

apprentice noun

cavity noun

gape verb

broker verb

maneuver verb

tycoon noun

enforce verb

searing ad]

levitate verb




Name: Date:
“Sol Painting, Inc.” by Meg Medina During Reading Questions

1. Who is narrating the story?Whatido you know about her/him?

2. What is the relationship like between Merci and her father? Use textual evidence to
support your answer.

3. How does Merci feel about attending Seaward Pines in the upcoming school year?
Use textual evidence to support your answer.

4. What is the relationship like between Merci and her mother? Explain how the point
of view of the story is significant when it comes to Merci and Mami’s relationship.



5. Why is Merci apprehensive about a surprise from Papi?

6. How does Roli respond to Papi’s surprise? What specific description from the story

led you to your answer?

7. What conflict occurs with the girls soccer team? How does Merci respond—why?

8. How does Roli react to the high school soccer team? Why?



9. Why does Merci say, “They're dead—and | can’t wait to see it happen.”?

10. What surprises Merci abeut Papi’ ti i essing up the paint? Use
textual evidence to supportpRsEVI

11. What apology do the giPR\EVIiEsWsive?
EDUCATIO

12. Why does Merci say the following line, and does she mean what she says?

“Seaward Pines is a dumb sPcRIEV/IwEWn too.”
EDUCATIO



13. Explain what Roli means when he says, “Papi chose to be invisible today so that
you won't ever have to be.”?

14. How do you know that Roli cares about Merci?

15. How does Merci change by the end of the story?



Name: Date:
“Sol Painting, Inc.” by Meg Medina After Reading Questions

1. Was Merci right to be anspREWEW
EDUCATIO

2. Why is it challenging for children to understand their parents?

3. Why do people react differently to the same situation?

-W

4. What is an effective way for parents to enforce their rules and expectations with their
children at home?
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6. Think of a time growing up that you learned something about the world around you

that was unexpected or dlspyREVI EWon affect you?
EDUCATIO

7. What if‘the kids" roles we‘Em\Brs.eng?!vgﬂ Whg wanted to .take over
NOT FOR'EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
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to do? Explain why.



Name: Date:
“Sol Painting, Inc.” by Meg Medina After Reading

Rewrite the scene in the gyrRR E\VFI&EWC[N& You can pick from the

characters already included in the story, or write the scene as an objective bystander/

N Oredsdoci s hlkes A ldtasb b assizionsd) S

make the story captivating. Put yourself in the mindset of your chosen character, and
write how the occurrence makes that person feel. What thoughts are they experiencing
and what are their motivations for their actions?

Choose the person whose perspective gou are writini the scene from by circling one of

Soccer Player Roli Papi Mr. Falco Witness




“Sol Painting, Inc.” by Meg Medina — Suggested Lesson Procedure

1. Pass out the anticipation guide to students. Havesstudents take a few minutes to
silently read through the statements and"decide whether they agree or disagree. Once
students complete the entire worksheet, call on a few volunteers to share their answers
with the class:

2. Review the vocabulary terms and author’s background with students using the
Powerpoint presentation. Students should copy the definitions into their graphic
organizers.

3. Read the short story “Sol Painting, Inc” by Meg Medina as a class. This takes about
26 minutes without stopping, but | recommend students stop every couple minutes to
answer the “During Reading” questions=Ask for volunteers for answers and give
students the time to record their answers.

You could also 'have students listen to the atdio vérsion.'Here is.a'link | found; Sol
Painting Inc Audi@

4. Have students work in groups of 2-3 to complete the after reading questions.

5. Assign students the after reading activity where they will rewrite a scene from the text
from a different perspective. This is an independent assignment. Collect the worksheets
when students are finished.

Note to teachers: Due to copyright law, | am unable tQ offer a full text version of the
story. If you enter “Sol Painting Inc by Meg Medina Full Text” into any search engine,
you:willfind a.copy-of the story-available foryou to print and.use jin classs Here is the

link | used: Eull TexiSol Painting Ing

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to email me at
chompingatthelit@gmail.com




Name: Date:
Before Reading Anticipation Guide
PART A: Read the'following.statements.
If you agree, circle AGREE; if you'disagree, circle DISAGREE.

1. The worst.temptation is instant gratification...... £ ..o L L0 AGREE", DISAGREE
2. Ittakes guts to not fight back........... .. AGREE ~DISAGREE
3. Parents must make sacrifices for their children to succeed ........... AGREE  DISAGREE
4. Hard work is always rewarded..............oooiviiiiiii AGREE  DISAGREE
5. Helping family is more important than personal pride................. AGREE  DISAGREE
6. Everyone has the same oppontunities i life &0 0 AL 4. AGREE  DISAGREE
7. Having money makes people think they: are betterthan others...... AGREE  DISAGREE
8. Doing the right thing iS €asy.............coiiiiiiiiiiiiiii AGREE  DISAGREE
9. People who attendeexpensive schools are snobst. i .. L .0 AGREE '\ DISAGREE
10. There is strength in silence..............ocoiiiiiiiii AGREE  DISAGREE
11. Adults worry too much about the future................... AGREE DISAGREE
12. Girls should not run their own businesses......................c.ol. AGREE DISAGREE
13. You have to go to college to be successful............................ AGREE DISAGREE
14. Sibling rivalry always eXists ........ooovvviiiniiiiiiiie e AGREE DISAGREE
15. Not all surprises are good stirprises. ... ... Ll Ll Al AGREE  DISAGREE

PART B: Pick one of the statements from above. Clarify the meaning of the
statement and explain in @ few/séntencés why you agree or disagree!




Name: Date:

"Sol Painting, Inc.” by Megp:R EVI EW Vocabulary
n

SE

dg

apprentice noun a person who works for another in order to
learn a skill (often at a low wage)

cavity noun e r hole
gape verb look ne with great surprise,
pegially wi 's mouth open
N broker verb rr r neégotiate @deal orglan SE
maneuver verb to carefully and skillfully guide someone or
something
tycoon noun a wealthy and powerful person who has been

successful in business

enforce verb PR-EV;IM)( rules or laws; to impose

with force
N searin I ri th nten S E
levitate verb to rise and float in the air without any physical
support
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Name: Date:

"Sol Painting, Inc.” by Megp:R EVI EW During Reading Questions

1. Who is n rra1:":ng the story? What wu :Eow bﬁ_her/h' ?
N QI Sudrez is%the BatoED. as aff ol éths anleﬂli N\Ahe.u S E
Their father wants Roli to be a doctor. Merci’s father owns a painting business, and
Merci and Roli work for him sometimes. Merci's family is Cuban. Merci hopes to take

over her father’s business when she’s older. She is ambitious and hardworking, saying
that she will turn Papi’s business into an empire, she says “"Home Depot will eat my

PREVIEW

2. What is the relationship like between Merci and her father? Use textual evidence to

NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

Merci has a loving and playful relationship with her father. She admires him and has
made a deal with him to be his apprentice, and eventually take over his company.
Merci respects her father and likes to work with him. “Papi smiles at me and pulls the
bill of my painter's cap down over my eyes.” This line shows that Papi is playful; he
knows Merci is scared of the dead body, but will go along with her lie.

3. How does Merci feel abo EVicElWe upcoming school year?
Use textual evidence to support .
NOEEFOREDLCATICNALLISE
ave to pay tu ! ongsfromsV eteis nai ill h

to make all new friends, so she is not excited to go. She also isn't looking forward to
wearing a uniform everyday because she thinks they are silly. Merci states, “I'm not
much for fancy, and everything about that place is shiny and stiff.”

4. What is the relationship like betwe rci ther? Explain how the point
of view of the story is signifi ﬁ i i: Mami'’s relationship.
iha ompli da ined relationship.with-her methe ause she feel
N Ciliifeted H: dod Rt Cedied 0TSt - (U SE
attenhd private school ahd vants Merci a better student aca ically.

According to Merci, Mama doesn’t understand “business” and does not want Merci to



take over Papi’s company. Mami wants Merci to attend Seaward Pines for the structured
learning environment, but Merci does not want to change schools. The point of view in

the story is first person, wit i ar ausegMerci is only in seventh

grade, readers are aware th ﬁ Var entirely accurate. Merci

thinks Mami doesn’t understand her, but readers know that Mami is just looking out for
NOT EOR EDUCATIONAL USE

5. Why is Merci apprehensive about a surprise from Papi?

The last time Papi had a surprise for her, it was the announcement of her parents’
divorce.

6. How does Roli respond tPREiWEWescription from the story
led you to your answer?
S EOREDUCATHONAL YSE
N Q:Ie mbles’ thiE v s tight,fa w

These lines show that Roli is feeling embarrassed. He is a senior at the school and he's
afraid his peers might see him; he's ashamed because he is wearing overalls and
painting the building. This might make him seem poor since he is performing manual
labor. Also, he is with his father and little sister, and being seen with family can be
embarrassing to any young

F |

7. What conflict occurs wit heagxa!n.Eist Merci respond—why?

NOF-FOR-ERLGATION At USE
ave paint on them and the paint job is ruined. Merci is furious because the team

missed the sign that said USE OTHER DOOR. The girls don't seem apologetic, one
even just says, “Oops.” Merci spent time painting the door, and the girls don’t even
seem like they care. Then one girl wipes her hands clean on one of the walls that Roli
finished. They are acting very disrespectful, especially for “older” students. The girls on
the soccer team react to M i t ther h e's not a person with
feelings. These are all goochEVlE and upset. Merci suggests

the girls clean up their mess because it would only be fair. Her father shuts down this

NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE



8. How does Roli react to the high school soccer team? Why?

g;:::; .keeps his back turned kPnRhEcVIvEWcognized by any of the
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

Merci feels sick to her stomach watching these girls disregard her hard work, and she
wants the girls to be disciplined for their actions. Merci is prepared to see Papi yell at
the girls for ruining her work. She knows her dad can be harsh, so she wants him to be
hard on the girls and speak up for Merci in her defense.

10. What surprises Merci abP REV IcEWessing up the paint? Use
textual evidence to support'youra .
NQE-EOBEDCATIONAL:AISE
e"girls just walk away. M , "Papi’s ss Makes' me*fe ; n't

say anything? He's Papi. He's the boss, an adult, the guy in charge. How could he let
this happen?” Then when Mr. Falco apologizes to Papi, Papi says it's not a problem and
the workers will clean it up. This leaves Merci feeling more humiliated.

11. What apology do the girls offer Merci? Why is it so offensive?

One girl says, “Perd6n,” anPrREV«IEEW This leads Merci to
w Englis

believe that the girls assume she doesn’t kno ecause of her Cuban heritage.

irlsybhi € treatsMerei and ily, y wait becauseythey don'
NOTEOREDUCATIONALLSE
the apology was not sincere and it was as if the girls were mocking the Suarez family.
The author highlights the race issues that a Cuban family experiences in a white area.

12. Why does Merci say the following line, and does she mean what she says?
“Seaward Pines is a dumb school...I'll hate it. And | hate Papi, too.”

Merci says Seaward Pines isBREMLEWady feels like she will not
fit in. She already feels invisible from her interaction with the soccer team girls. She has
PEOR EDHCATIONALLSE
NQI’nb eogss i finitel s o is

at her dad, and feels disappointed by his behavior. She doesn’t understand that her
father didn't speak up about the mess in order to protect her and his business. He



couldn’t have risked losing her admittance and her reputation at the school by getting
into a senseless fight with high school girls or the guidance counselor.

13. Explain what Roli meanRReEMaIiEoWe invisible today so that

you won't ever have to be.”?

N Giladslie LM AL NAL U SE

events that transpired and the disrespect that was displayed by the soccer team. The
reason he swallowed his pride is for his family, in spite of what Merci believes. Papi
wants to make sure Merci succeeds at her new school and doesn’t have to be invisible
by ensuring that she has a good future and is accepted at the prestigious school. Her

admission to the school may have been compromised if Paii had argued with the girls

or the guidance counselor, PﬂtEVtIEI mself.

14. How do you know that Roli cares about Merci?

NQL.EQR.ERUCALIQNAL.USE

each other for their differences, readers know Roli actually cares about Merci when he
checks on her after she stops talking to their dad and won't eat. Roli takes the time to
explain to Merci their dad’s perspective to help her work through her feelings.

15. How does Merci change by the end of the story?
Merci acknowledges that h ﬁr@nglﬁWS that what their father
did, standing there and acting calm, ually er to do than shooting off your
." Mercigealizes her acrificed himself i r topr hegfree ride. Sh
NOFEOREIICATIONAE-DSE
you own a busifies h allow yo de at'times.
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NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE



Name: Date:
“Sol Painting, Inc.” by Meg Medina After Reading Questions

1. Was Merci right to be anpREIWEW

NOT EOR.ERUCATIONAL USE

3. Why do people react differently to the same situation?

wenatey. PREVIEW
NOI EOREDUCATIONALUSE

Answers will vary.
5. What do you do when someone offends you? Do you retaliate? Explain.
Answers will vary.
6. Think of a time growing up that yoEeamed something about the world around you
CT FOREDUCATIONAL USE
N Answers will vary.

7. What if the kids’ roles were reversed and Roli was the one who wanted to take over
Papi's business... do you think Maml would still be averse to the idea? Explain.

Answers will vary. (Maybe nf ’i?sEVsIa E less stigmatizing for a man

to enter a trade career.)
NQOQEECOREDUCATIONALSE

0 do? lai 2

Answers will vary.



Name: Date:
“Sol Painting, Inc.” by Meg Medina After Reading

Rewrite the scene in the gyrRR E\VFI&EWC[N& You can pick from the

characters already included in the story, or write the scene as an objective bystander/

N Oredsdoci s hlkes A ldtasb b assizionsd) S

make the story captivating. Put yourself in the mindset of your chosen character, and
write how the occurrence makes that person feel. What thoughts are they experiencing
and what are their motivations for their actions?

Choose the person whose perspective gou are writini the scene from by circling one of

Soccer Player Roli Papi Mr. Falco Witness






