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Biography Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research the person you are assigned and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers
to the boxes on your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

N

SUCCESSES: Describe at least one major accomplishment or achievement.

EXPERIENCE: Explain at least two memorable life events from this person's life.
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QUOTE: Include one direct quote from this person that is meaningful and significant.

CAREER: What is/was this person’s occupation? How did his/her career begin and flourish?

INSPIRATION; Who or what inspired this person?

PERSONALIT)Y: List.at least three traits.this person possesses.

IDEALS: What does this person believe in? What are his/her morals, values, principles, or goals?

AGE/DEATH DATE: How old'is this person? \Where arexthey now?'If they are no longer alive, where/when/how
did they pass away?




Sojourner Truth

Famous For: What is the thing they are most known for?

Sojourner Truth was an African American abalitionist and women's rights activist. She is best
known for her powerful speeches advocating for the abolition of slavery and promoting
women's rights. Her most famous speech is: “Aint | a Woman?”

Successes: Describe at least one major accomplishment or achievement.

Truth made legal history in 1828 becoming the first Black woman to win a legal victory
against a white man to secure a family member’s freedom. Truth’s succeeded in securing her
son Peter’s freedom after he had been illegally sold into slavery.

Failures: Describe one failurelor loss thissperson experienced.

In 1842, Truth’s son, a worker on a'whaling ship, failed to return’from a voyage; she never
heard from him again.

Experience: Explain at least two memorable life events from this person's life.

In 1827—a year before New York’s law freeing slaves was to take effect—Truth escaped
slavery by running away with her infant Sophia to a nearby abolitionist family, the Van
Wageners. Truth underwent a profound religious experience in 1843 that led her to become a
Christian and inspired her to,change her.name.

One of Sojourner Truth's most famous moments occurred at the Women's Rights Convention
in Akron, Ohio, in 1851. In her powerful and extemporaneous speech, she challenged
prevailing notions of gender and race.

Hurdles: What struggles/obstacles did this person overcome?

Truth overcame enslavement, multiple family separations, illiteracy, legal battles, gender
discrimination, and religious prosecution throughout the course of her lifetime.

Birth: List this person’s birth date and birthplace.

Truth was born Isabella Bomfree, a/slavedn Dutch speaking Ulster County, New York in
1797.




Quote: Include one direct quote from this person that is memorable or significant.

"If the first woman God ever made was strong enough to turn the world upside down all alone,
these women together ought to be able to turn it back and get it right side up again.”

Career: What is/was this person’s occupation? How did his/her career begin?

After gaining her freedom in 1826, Truth worked as a domestic servant. She would go on to
become a preacher, an abolitionist, a women’s rights activist, and author. Although Truth was

illiterate, she dictated her memoir, "The Narrative of Sojourner Truth,” to Olive Gilbert, a
white abolitionist.

Inspiration=VWhowor what inspiredithis person?

Truth was inspired by religion. She transformed herself from a domestic servant named
Isabella into an itinerant Pentecostal preacher.

Personality: List at least three traits this person possesses.

Resilience, Courage, Conviction.

Ideals: What does this person believe in? What are their morals/values/principles or goals?

Sojourner believed in commeon dignity. Truth became an outspokenfadvocate forabolition,
temperance, and civil and women's rights in the nineteenth century. She has influenced

contemporary intersectional feminist movements. Sojourner Truth is seen as a symbol of
resilience and courage.

Age/Death Date: How old is this person? Where are they now? If they are no longer alive,
where/when/how did they die?

Sojourner Truth died of old age in Battle Creek, Michigan on November 26, 1883. Records
show she.was,age 86, yet her.memorial tombstone states.she was. 105.
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