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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Mary Shelley Answers
Author Study Project

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? Whatcountryjis'the authorfrom? Where are the author’s parents from?

Mary Shelley's nationality'is'British." She was born'in London, England.

PRAISED'FOR:

Why is this autherfamous? What dospeople”admire and celebrate ‘about'this author? List notable
works.

Mary Shelley was an influential figure in the literary world. She was a novelist best known for her
masterpiece Frankenstein. The novel is considered one of the greatest works of science fiction and
gothic literature ever written. Mary was praised as a feminist—before feminism was truly even coined a
term. She actively engaged in discussions with fellow writers and intellectuals, including Percy Bysshe
Shelley and Lord Byron. She challenged, gender roles| by“pursuingsher dreams of becoming a writer
despite"societal pressures.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively?{What/(is something/the author has said/or done that/is not
approved by others? Why«do 'some'people dislikesthis author?

Some people criticize Mary for her nontraditional lifestyle. Mary Shelley began a romantic relationship
with the poet Percy Bysshe Shelley while he was still married and it caused a scandal.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?'=

Mary never really knew her mother who diedsshortly afterher birth. Her father remarried which was
problematic for Mary because shelnever gotialong with'herstepmother. Her stepmother saw no need to
educate Mary, which was disappointing to Mary as she was an eager learner; and because her
stepsistersawere,given the opportunity=te.attendsscheol.

TWO MAJOREIFE'EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

At the age of 16, Mary eloped to ltaly with Percy Bysshe Shelley. She was eager for more
independence and her and Percy found a mutual bond over their love for literature and defying societal
norms. They were drawn to each other'ssrevolutionary-thinking and saw their relationship as a
manifestation-of their shared beliefs.

Mary was living in ltaly with her husband until his unexpected death in 1822. She became a widow at
age.24. He.drowned during a,storm.while sailingwith friends.After Percy’s death;she.returned to
London and.pursued avery successful writing career/as a novelist, biographer and travel writer.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.

Shelley was born Mary Wollstonecraft Godwin on August 30, 1797.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

"Nothing is so painful to the humansmind as a great and sudden change.” This quote is from the novel
Frankenstein. The message is that'emotional pain comes‘'when major changes happen, especially when
they occur suddenly and unexpectedly. Growth is painful.

EDUCATION AND CAREER:

Where and when did the author attend school? What career choices led this person to become a
successful author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

Despite lacking a formal education, Mary Shelley made excellent use of her father's library and educated
herself. Both her parents were intellects and inspired her. Her mother, Mary Wollstonecraft, was the
author of the radical book, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman. After Mary married the poet Percy

Shelley, she became even more gonnected torthe literaryreornmunity. At the suggestion of Lord Byron,
Mary’s group of writer friends agreeddtheys@ll should try theirhand at writing their own horror story. It was
at this time that Mary Shelley began work on*“Frankensteinythe Modern Prometheus.” She wrote and
published several other works, including novels such as "Valperga," "The Last Man," and "Lodore." Mary
Shelleyralso editedrand published-her-late hushandPercy:ByssheiShelley'sspoetry and prose, and she
wrotena biography abouthim titled "The Life and‘Letters of Percy Bysshe Shelley."

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have
strong feelings about? What activities is the author enthusiastic about (what brings him/her joy)?

Mary’s father, William Godwin, was a prominent political philosopher. Her upbringing was greatly
influenced by him; as a result, she was passionate about philosophy, politics, and literature. Mary also
loved traveling. She visited countries such as Switzerland, France, Italy, and Germany.

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does
the author have ehildren?,Doessthegauthor haye siblings? Whorisitherauthor’spclosest ally or friend?

Mary Shelley had multiple pregnanciesyyet only onessurviving'child. She was deeply committedto’her
husband, Percy and their son, Percy Florence Shelley who was born in 1820.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

PIONEER, CREATIVE, INELUENTIAL

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

When did the author pass away? If the author is still living, what is his/her.age?

Mary Shelley passed away on February 1, 1851, at the age of 53.
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