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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE ANSWER KEY
Author Study Project

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What country is the author from? VWhere are the author’s parents from?

Shakespeare’s nationality is English. He was born and raised in Stratford-upon-Avon, a town in
Warwickshire, England.

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

Shakespeare is considered one of the greatest writers of all time.
Shakespeare was a poet, actor, and playwright during the Elizabethan era and Renaissance.

His characters often experience a wide range of emotions such as pain, suffering, heartache, jealousy, and
love; Shakespeare shows great empathy for his'characters and their' struggles in a way that emotionally
connects to people. He speaks to the human experience. His popular works include: Romeo and Juliet,

Macbeth, Hamlet, AMidsummer Night's Dream, Othello, and Julius Caesar.

Shakespeare’s writing has stood the test of time as he continues to inspire and entertain people around the

world long aftemhis/death:

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

During his time, Shakespeare was criticized for his subversive indecent content. He was judged for
his use of language and portrayal of controversial subjects such as religion and politics. Many of his plays
were censored by authorities especially during a time when theater was viewed with suspicion by authority.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or.emotional obstacles has.the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties/or health problems, didthe author face?

Shakespeare tragically experienced several personal losses throughout his life. His son died at age 11, as
well as his sister Anne who died at age 7. Two of his other sisters did not survive infancy.

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impaction an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

1. Shakespeare moved to London at some point between 1585 and 1592 to start his career in theatre. He
did not take his family with him. He had already gained some experience as an actor and a writer of poems
and plays beforeqmoving toLondon, butiit was|his'work as a playwright'that would make him famous

2. In1594, Shakespeare joinedthe Lord Chamberlain's Men, which'was 'one of the leading acting
companies in London. This gave him access to a larger and more prestigious audience, and he went on to
write many of his most famous plays for this company.




BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.

No birth records exist, but church records indicate that William Shakespeare was baptized at Holy Trinity
Church in Stratford on April 26, 1564. His birthday is most commonly celebrated every year on April 23.

QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the'quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

“To thine own s€lf be true.”This quidte is from Hamlet, Act |, Scene |ll. The lineis spoken by Polonius. 1t
means that one should always'be honest with oneself and'emphasizes the importance 6fintegrity.

EDUCATION AND CAREER:

Where and when did the author attend school? What career choices led this person to become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

Shakespeare attended Stratford’s grammar-school until he was fifteen.
The first play he wrote probably is King Henry VI, written somewhere around 1589. Throughout his career,
he wrote at least 154 sonnets, 38 plays, 'and collaborated on many more pieces of literary work.

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings about? What activities is the author enthusiastic about (what brings him/her joy)?

Shakespeare loved to read and had an interest in classical literature, mythology, and history. His plays are
also full of references to music, dance, and other forms of entertainment popular in his time, suggesting that
he had an appreciation for these arts as well. He was also a devout Anglican.

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

In 1682, William Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway./She was already pregnant with their daughter
Susanna. In‘early 1585, the couple had twins, Judith and Hamnet, completing the family.
Shakespeare was the third child of John Shakespeare and Mary Arden. Shakespeare had two sisters, Joan
and Judith, and three brothers, Gilbert, Richard and Edmund.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits/that describe the author.

Witty, Creative, Compassionate

DEATHDATE ORAGE IFSTILL LIVING:

When did the author pass away? If the author is still living, what'is his/her age?

William Shakespeare is believed to have died on April 23, 1616.
Shakespeare was 52 years old at the time of his death.
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