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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Rod Serling
Author Study Project

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? Whatcountryjis'the authorfrom? Where are the author’s parents from?

Rodman Edward Serling was American; he was of Jewish heritage. He was born in Syracuse, New York.

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

Rod Serling was a famous screenwriter, playwright, television producer, and host. He created and hosted
the popular sci-fi fantasy series "The Twilight Zone” and co-wrote the film “Planet of the Apes.” His other
notable works include: Requiem for a Heavyweight, Patterns, Seven Days in May, The Rack. Night Gallery,
and A Stop at Willoughby. Rod is praised for his ability to use science fiction and fantasy to address real-
world social issues and explore human=behavior. Hisworkswasrevolutionary for its time, presenting
thought-provoking stories with unexpected twists: and exploring various social, political, and moral issues.
Serling's work have had a profound cultural impact. Many modern TV . shows and movies still pay homage to
the themes and style popularized by Serling.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

Serling was criticized for his controversial writing. He often found himself disagreeing with the CBS network
because they insisted on censoring his scripts. After his work was repeatedly edited against his wishes, he
changed genres and began writing sci-fi.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles, has/the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health.problems, did the author face?

When Rod’s father passed away, it was a_huge emotional obstacle for.him. Rod Serling had a.close
rélationship with. his/father and often.credited him with inspiring his love for storytelling.'His father even built
a.small stage in the,basement where Rod and. friendswould put on playsiand musicals. His father ran.a
local grocery store and butcher shop that taught Rod about the value of work. Shortly after Serling returned
from the war, his father died suddenly of a heart attack.

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

Serling enlisted in the U.S. Army during World War I1,'with the aim of fighting the Nazis in Europe. Born into

a Jewish family, he was particularly determined to stop the Nazis. During his time in the Army, he worked as

a paratrooper with the 511th Parachute Infantry Regiment of the 11th Airborne Division. During the Battle of
Leyte in the Philippines, Serling sustained injuries for which he became a Purple Heart recipient.

In 1955, Rod Serling won his first Emmy, for writing the TV business drama Patterns. In his lifetime, he won
six Emmys.




BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.

Serling was born on December 25, 1924.

QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

“There is a fifth dimension, beyond that which.is/known,to man. It is a'dimension as vast as space and as
timeless as infinity. It is the middle ground between light and shadow, between science and superstition,
and it lies between the pit of man's fears and the summit of his knowledge. This is the dimension of
imagination. It is an area which we call The Twilight Zone.” This is the introduction to the infamous show,
"The Twilight Zone.”

EDUCATION AND CAREER:

Where and when did the author attend school? VWhat career choices led this person to become a successful
author? When did this person become an'author? When did the author achieve fame?

After high school and serving in World War Il, Serling enrolled at Antioch College. He majored in English
literature and drama. Serling had his first'big break'with ajelevision drama for NBC /called Patterns!His
successonly continued fromithere. In 1959, "The Twilight/Zehe" premiered on CBS/and became a cultural
phenomenon. After "The Twilight Zone" ended, taught dramatic writing at Ithaca College in New York.

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings about? What activities is the author enthusiastic about (what brings him/her joy)?

Serling was passionate about social topics and often used his platform to address issues like civil rights,
war, prejudice, and the dangers of totalitarianism. Serling also enjoyed playing chess, reading, space,
astronomy, boxing, and family.

PERSONAL LIFE:

Whataare at least two facts about the author’s personalilife? For example:ls the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

Rod married Carolyn Louise "Carol" Kramer in 1948. They stayed married until Rod’s death. Together, Rod
and Carol Serling had two daughters: Anne and Jodi. He is remembered as a devoted husband and father.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

Innovative, Brave, Visionary

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

When did the author pass away? If the author is still living, what is\his/her.age?

Rod Serling died in Rochester, New York, on June 28, 1975. He died of a heart attack at 50 years old. He
was posthumously inducted into the Television Academy Hall of Fame.
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