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Biography Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research the person you are assigned and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers
to the boxes on your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

N

SUCCESSES: Describe at least one major accomplishment or achievement.

EXPERIENCE: Explain at least two memorable life events from this person's life.
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QUOTE: Include one direct quote from this person that is meaningful and significant.

CAREER: What is/was this person’s occupation? How did his/her career begin and flourish?

INSPIRATION; Who or what inspired this person?

PERSONALIT)Y: List.at least three traits.this person possesses.

IDEALS: What does this person believe in? What are his/her morals, values, principles, or goals?

AGE/DEATH DATE: How old'is this person? \Where arexthey now?'If they are no longer alive, where/when/how
did they pass away?




DRED SCOTT

Famous For: What is the thing they are most known for?

Dred Scott was a slave who lived in'a “free” state with his.owner, and he argued that this
should have made him a free man.

Successes: Describe atleast-one major-accomplishment.or achievement.

In attempt to become free from slavery, Scott began the legal proceedings that would
eventually bring his now infamous case to the Supreme Court.

Failures: Describe one failure [oriloss this'personfexperienced:

The Supreme Court rejected Scott’s plea for emancipation—which he based on his
temporary residence in a free state and territory, in which slavery was prohibited—and struck
down the Missouri Compromise (1820), theréby making slavery legal inall U.S. territories.

Experience: Explain at least two memorable life events from this person's life.

At some point between 1836 and 1838, Scott married Harriet Robinson, a slave owned by
Major Lawrence Taliaferro.

Dred Scott and his wife appeared in the St. Louis Circuit Court and were formally freed on
May 26, 1857 despite the Supreme.Court'sruling:; (Scott’s slave owner’s 2nd husband was an
abolitionist who made this possible.in spite of the Supreme Court’s judgment.)

Hurdles: Whatsstruggles/obstacles did this persomovercome?

Dred Scott was born into slavery; he was considered the property of his owner from the day
of his birth. Because slaves were generally regarded as personal property, he lacked the
legal standing to bring his case for freedom to most any court the eyes of the law.

Birth: List this person’s birth dateyand birthplace.

Dred Scott was born in Southampton County, Virginia in 1795.




Quote: Include one direct quote from this person that is memorable or significant.

“A man is a man, until that man/finds alplan; a plan that makes that man, a new man.”

Career: What is/was this person’s occupation? How did his/her career begin?

Dred Scott spent much of his life enslaved; the details about his occupations before being
freed are not well known. After being freed, Scott took a job as a porter at Barnum's Hotel at
Second and Walnut streets in St. Louis where he became a celebrity of sorts.

Inspiration=VWhowor what inspiredithis person?

While there is no specific individual known to have directly inspired Dred Scott in the pursuit
of his freedom, the broader inspiration for many enslaved individuals seeking freedom during
that era came from the ideas of liberty, equality, and justice that were prevalent in the
antebellum United States.

Personality: List at least three traits this person possesses.

Resilience, Courage, Determination:

Ideals: What doesithis person believe,in? What are their morals/values/principles.or goals?

Scott had a desire for freedom, a belief in equality, and a commitment to legal justice.

Age/Death Date: How old is this person? Where are they now? If they are no longer alive,
where/when/how did they die?

In September 17, 1858, Scott died of tuberculosis in St. Louis, Missouri.
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