“To an Athlete Dying Young” by A. E. Housman Poem Analysis
& The Band Perry “If | Die Young” Song Comparison Activity

PREVIEW

Teacher’s Note
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for your students or have your students view them digitally.

“If | Die Young” by The Band Perry Lyrics

“If | Die Young” by The Band Perry Video

PREVIEW
Part 1: Read and analyze the poem “To an Athlete Dying Young” by A. E. Housman using the

worksheet provided.
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copy of the lyrics if possible.

Part 3: Students will answer the questions based on the lyrics to “If | Die Young” by The Band
Perry as well as the poem “To an Athlete Dying Young” by A. E. Housman on the worksheet
provided.
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Name: Date:

“To an Athlete Dying Young” by A. E. Housman

The time you won your town t IBﬁEV I EW
We chaired you through the market-place;

Man and boy stood cheering by,
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Shoulder-high we bring you home,
And set you at your threshold down,
Townsman of a stiller town.

Smart lad, to slip betimes away
From fields where glory does not stay,

And early though the laurel g
It withers quicker than the ros

Eyes the shady night has shut
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Now you will not swell the rout

Of lads that wore their honours out,
Runners whom renown outran

And the name died before the man.

So set, before its echoes fade,
The fleet foot on the sill of sh

And hold to the low lintel up
The still-defended challenge-cup.
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The garland briefer than a girl’s.

rout: (noun) in this context, "rout" refers to a large group or an unruly crowd.

laurel: (noun) bay leaves from a small evergreen tree or shrub; in Ancient Greek and Roman times,
laurel leaves were made into a crown, bestowed upon someone as an award.

lintel: (noun) a type of beam us R a door o ow.
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2. What occurred the first time they carried the young man home?

3. What is the meaning of the second stanza? Where is home this time?
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5. What does laurel symbolize? What metaphorically withers quicker than the rose?
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“the name dies before the man”?
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8. Why is the garland unwithered?
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11. How is life like a race?

12. Do you agree with the philosophy of the speaker? Do you think the message is sincere?
Explain.



Name: Date:
“If | Die Young” by The Band Perry
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2. What events in your life, if any, does this song make you think about? What lyrics stand out?
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4. How would you classify the genre of this song?
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6. What is the meaning of the following metaphor? “The sharp knife of a short life...”
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8. What do the following lines mean? “A penny for my thoughts, oh no, I'll sell 'em for a dollar.
They’re worth so much more after I'm a goner.”

9. What is the message the artist is trying to convey in this song? What is the theme?

10. Compare and contrast the poem “To an Athlete Dying Young” and the song “If | Die Young.”
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