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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Author Study Project
Sylvia Plath (Answers will vary)

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylis the author from? YWhere are the author’s parents from?

Sylvia Plath was an American author. She was born in Boston, Massachusetts.

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

Plath is a beloved poet, novelist, and short story writer. She is praised for the raw emotional depth and
honesty in her work. The genre of confessional poetry is recognized for its progress due to her
contributions. Her most notable works include: "The Colossus" (poetry collection), "Ariel" (poetry collection),
"Daddy" (poem), "Lady Lazarus" (poem), "The Bell Jar" (novel),

"Poppies in July" (poem), “Tulips” (poem), and “Mad Girl's Love Song” (poem).

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved byothers? Why do some people dislikerthis author?

Some critics were uneomfortable with' Plath's candid depiction‘of mentaliiliness and her own"struggles with
depression. Her openness to write about topics like suicide raised concerns among some critics.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

A major obstacle for Plath was the death of her father. In 1940, when Plath was eight years old, her father
died as a result of complications from diabetes. His death drastically molded Plath’s relationships and
served'as a major ingpiration for her poetry.

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major eventstthat occurred in the author’s life. A major life eventis a significant
occurrence that hasfa lasting impact onan‘individual'silife. These events can be/positiveror negative:

* Plath was talented from a young age, writing poems from the age of 8. While she was still in high school,
she sold her first poem to The Christian Science Monitor and her first short story to Seventeen magazine.
* Plath was awarded the 1982 Pulitzer Prize for her poetry. She was the first poet to posthumously win a
Pulitzer Prize.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.

Sylvia,Plath was born_on October27, ,1932.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

“And by the way, everything in life is writable about if you have the outgoing guts to do it, and the
imagination to improvise. The worst enemy to creativity is self-doubt.” Plath's own writing was characterized
by her boldness and willingness to explore deeply personal, painful subjects.

EDUCATION AND CAREER:

Where and when did the author attend school? What career choices led this person to become a successful
author?:\When did-this personrbecome an.author?:\When:did thesauthorrachieve fame?

In“1950, Plath enrollied at Smith College in Northampton, Massachusetts. She'graduatedsin 1955with
highest honors, earning a Bachelor of Arts degree in English. Her first collection of poems, Colossus, was
published in 1960 (first in England, then a couple of years later in the United States). Plath’s most famous

work was Ariel, written in 1962, but published posthumously in 1965. In 1962, Plath published a semi-

autobiographical novel, The Bell Jar, under the pseudonym Victoria Lucas. The Bell Jar was reissued in
Great Britain under her own name in 1966, and it was published in the United States for the first time in
1971.

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

Sylvia had anlinterestdn bees and took.up beekeeping®Sylvia's father, Otto Plath, had been.an expert on
bumble bees. Plath even wrote a few poems about Bees.

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

Plath married the poet Ted Hughes on June 16, 1956. They had two children together, Frieda and Nicholas.
Hughes left her for another,womangand that ledstoithe inspiration of her book Ariel.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE'HIM/HER:

List three personality traits.that describe the author.

CANDID,BRILLUANT DEEP

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

When did the author pass away? If the author is still living, what is his/her age?

Plath suffered from severe depression, attempted suicide, and underwent a period of psychiatric
hospitalization. She killed herself on Eebruary, 11, 1963 through_carbon monoxide poisoning. She was only
30 years old. Many of Plath’s posthumous publications were.anthologized by her estranged husband Ted
Hughes—and despite the fact that they were separated, he was still the executor of her estate. It was
controversial when he confessed that he destroyed her last journal written prior to her suicide.
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