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Biography Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research the person you are assigned and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers
to the boxes on your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

N

SUCCESSES: Describe at least one major accomplishment or achievement.

EXPERIENCE: Explain at least two memorable life events from this person's life.
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QUOTE: Include one direct quote from this person that is meaningful and significant.

CAREER: What is/was this person’s occupation? How did his/her career begin and flourish?

INSPIRATION; Who or what inspired this person?

PERSONALIT)Y: List.at least three traits.this person possesses.

IDEALS: What does this person believe in? What are his/her morals, values, principles, or goals?

AGE/DEATH DATE: How old'is this person? \Where arexthey now?'If they are no longer alive, where/when/how
did they pass away?




Nelson Mandela

Famous For: What is the thing they are most known for?

Nelson Mandela is most renowned for effectively leading the\opposition against South
Africa's apartheid policy in the 20th century, a period during which he became widely known
for his imprisonment at Robben Island Prison.

Successes: Describe at least one major accomplishment or achievement.

Mandela won the Nobel Prize for Peace in 1993 alongside South African President, F.\W. de
Klerk for having led the transition in South Africa from apartheid to a multiracial democracy.

Failures: Describe one failure ordossithis person experienced.

Mandela remained largely indifferent to HIV/AIDS, and did not speak out about the danger it
posed to South Africa until the early)2000s (afterhe/left office). AMandela reportedly expressed
regret that he did not do more to/ combat AIDS during-his presidency.

Experience: Explain at least two memorable life events from this person's life.

One of the most defining moments in Nelson Mandela's life was his imprisonment for 27
years, from 1964 to 1990, on Robben Island and later in other locations.

In April 1994, South Africa held.its first fully representative democratic elections, and Nelson
Mandela ran as the African National'Congress (ANC).candidate. He won a landslide victory
and became the country's first black president, signaling the end of apartheid.

Hurdles: What struggles/obstacles-did this'person overcome?

Nelson Mandela was charged with treason and would spend 27 years in prison for opposing
South Africa’s apartheid system.

Birth: List this person’s birth date and birthplace.

Mandela was born on July 18, 1918 in the village of/Mvezo in Umtata, part of South Africals
Cape Province.




Quote: Include one direct quote from this person that is memorable or significant.

“Do not judge me by my successes, judge me by how many times | fell down and got back
up again.”

Career: \What is/was this, person’sroccupation?How did histhercareer begin?

Mandela initially pursued a career in law and earned his law degree from the University of
Fort Hare and later from the University of Witwatersrand. He then focused his attention on
anti-apartheid activism which led to his arrest. Mandela was South Africa’s first black
president following his release from prison later in his life. After leaving the presidency,
Mandela continued to be involved in various charitable and humanitarian activities.

Inspiration: Who or what inspired this person?

Mandela referred to Mahatma Gandhi'as his role, model and was. inspired by/Gandhi to lead
South Africa’s journey to independence. Mandela admired Gandhi's approach to achieving
social and political change through peaceful means.

Personality: List at least three traits this person possesses.

Graceful, Inspiring, Eloguent.

Ideals: What does this person believe in? What are their morals/values/principles or goals?

Nelson|Mandela’s mission as=an anti-apartheid revolutionary was establishing equality and
freedom for alkwomen, men.and.childrend Heistood for the fundamental rights of all human
beings, regardless of gender, nationality, or race.

Age/Death Date: How old is this person? Where are they now? If they are no longer alive,
where/when/how did they die?

On December 5. 2013, Nelson.Mandela-passed away-at the age of 95 after a prolonged
respiratory infection.
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