Full Text “My Name” by Sandra Cisneros
Excerpted from The House.on Mango Street
In English my name means hope. In'Spanish it means too many letters. It means
sadnessit.means waiting. lt.is like the number nine.,A.muddy,color. It is the Mexican

recards my father plays on Sunday mornings when he is shaving, songs like sobbing.

It was my great-grandmother's name and now it is mine. She was a horse woman too,
born like me in the Chinese year of the horse--which is supposed to be bad luck if
you're born female-but | think this is a Chinese lie because the Chinese, like the

Mexicans, don't like their women 'strong.

My (great-grandmether. | would've liked tofhave khown her, @ wild; horse/of a woman,
so wild she wouldnt marry. Until ' my great-grandfather threw a sack over her head and

carried her off. Just like that, as if she were a fancy chandelier. That's the way he did it.

And the story goes she never forgave him. She looked out the window her whole life,
the way so many women sit their sadness on an elbow. | wonder if she made the best
with what she got or was she sorrylbecause she couldn't be all the things she wanted
to be. Esperanza. | have inherited her'mame, but Fdent' want to inherit her place by the

window.

At school they say my name funny as if the syllables were made out of tin and hurt the
roof of your mouth. But in Spanish my name is made out of a softer something, like
silver, not quite as thick as sister's name Magdalena--which is uglier than mine.
Magdalena who at least- -can come home and become Nenny. But | am always

Esperanza

hwould like to baptize myself under a new/name,/a name more like the real me, the one
nobody sees. ESperanza as'isandra or Maritza or Zeze the X"Yes. Something like
Zeze the X will do.
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Answer all of the questions that follow: How do you feel about your first name? Do
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be a better fit for you? Would you change your middle name too? Last name? Explain.
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Name: Date:
“My Name” by Sandra Cisneros

, ExcePREMtEWtreet
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2. What three negative descripﬁsﬁeﬁvzi Fwe means in Spanish?

3. Give an example of figurative language from the story and explain its meaning/significance.
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5. What is the tone of the stor)PiRiEVstEWswer.
EDUCATIO



6. Why does Esperanza reject the notion that being born in the Chinese year of the horse
brings misfortune to women?

7. Why would not marrying someone make you “so wild”?
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9. Why did the author choose the word “baptize”?

10. What is symbolic about Esperanza’s desire to change her name?
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12. What is one theme or message from the story?

13. Has anyone ever commented on your name (or someone you know)? What did he or she
say? How did that comment make you feel?

14. Do you think people judge others based on their name? Why or why not?

15. Who is a relative you admi[? VBEMC! EVtherit from them, and which

attributes do you wish to change?
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Name: Date:
“My Name” by Sandra Cisneros
*Excerpted from The House on Mango Street
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Meaning or translation(s

Variations, other versions, orPIR-EVI-EW

similar names that your name

NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

History, origin, and etymology:

People who share your namP.‘R_EV-I_EW
(this could include people yo

know in real life, people in

NOFEDREDUCATIONAL USE

Popularity and/or trends around

the world:

Chmese Zodiac Sign and the




Part Il Directions: After you research what your name means, explain whether your
name suits you or not. Your response should be detailed and thorough (a minimum of

five complete sentences). P R EVI EW
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Suggested Lesson Procedure for Teachers
“My Name” by Sandra Cisneros

b BN IEW.. .
1. Assign students the journal p fore r E‘ ame” by Sandra Cisneros.

ad the s S = ra Cisneros. | re end fi laying the
NQT-EOR EDLICAT IONAL:YUSE

silently to themselves while making annotations in the margins. The story should only

take them about 3-5 minutes to read.

Here is the link | used to listen to the story: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=82k5b3JUXB8

4. Assign the reading quesvtP Rﬁw Wmay complete this

independently or in pairs. When ‘st a re the answers as a class.
sig ft ctivity. Allow stude tes to
plete thi ity duri | i i i en

will need to research the origin of their own name.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to email me at
chompingatthelit@gmail.com
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Full Text “My Name” by Sandra Cisneros
Excerpted from The House on Mango Street

In English my name means hope..ln Spanish it means too many letters. It means
sadness, it means waiting. It'is like thesnumber-nine: A'muddy color. It is the Mexican
records my father plays on Sunday mornings when he is shaving, songs like sobbing.

It was my great-grandmother's name and now it issmine. She was a‘horseswoman too,
born like me in the Chinese year of the horse--which is supposed to be bad luck if
you're born female-but | think this is a Chinese lie because the Chinese, like the
Mexicans, don't like their women strong.

My great-grandmother. | would've liked to have known her, a wild, horse of a woman,
so wild she wouldn't marry. Until my great-grandfather threw a sack over her head and
carried her off. Just like that, as if she were a fancy.chandelier. That's the way he did it.

And the story goes she never forgave him. She looked out the window her whole life,
theyway sormany,women sittheirsadness omvan elbow:=l wonder ifishe madejthe best
with what she got orwas she sorry because she'couldn't be all the things.she wanted
to be. Esperanza. | have inherited her name, but | don't want 1o inherit her place by the
window.

At school they say my name funny as if the syllables were made out of tin and hurt the
roof of your mouth. But in Spanish my name is made out of a softer something, like
silver, not quite as thick as sister's name Magdalena--which is uglier than mine.
Magdalena who at least- -can come home and become Nenny. But | am always
Esperanza

| would like to baptize myself under‘a new name, aname more like the real me, the one
nobody sees. Esperanza as Lisandra or Maritza or Zeze the X. Yes. Something like
Zeze the X will do.



Name: Date:
Before Reading

JEV]
Answer all of the questioEtrB t'Ho Wabout your first name? Do

you have a strong connection to your name? Is it important to you? Do you have any
it
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Answers will vary.
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Name: Date:
“My Name” by Sandra Cisneros

PR

1. Esperanza’s name means hope in English. Why is this ironic?

N G-l ATIONAL USE

2. What three negative descriptions does Esperanza say her name means in Spanish?

Esperanza says her name means “too many letters,

3. Give an example of figurati ro ry. explain its meaning/
significance.

NOLEOR-EBLUGATIONAL USE

sadness,” and “waiting.”

a
y color” = metaphor meaning her name is dirty or unwanted

“A wild horse of a woman” = metaphor for a woman who is “untamed” and free

« “As if she were a fancy chandelier" = simile meaning Esperanza’s great-grandmother
was treated like a shiny object

+ “So many women sit their sadness on an elbow” = personification meaning women
never address their feelings of dissatisfaction out loud, instead they lean on their
elbow and look out the window to deal with their sadness internally

+ “As if the syllables were g = eaning the syllables or
pronunciation of Esperar:-?ﬁm&w tin is bent at room
temperature, it makes a high-pitc reakin nd kriown as the "tin cry"
+ “My name is made out of a softer something like silver” = simile comparing how silver
NOEEGR-EBUEATIGNAL-USE
caveted b I
4. Why doesn’t Esperanza like her name?

Esperanza’s name is difficult to pronounce and spell-especially compared to other
American names in school. She doesn’t feel like her name represents who she is.

5. What is the tone of the stPRE:IVeIcEpW:ur answer.

The tone is earnest and melancholy. Esperanza struggles to find her place in the world.

N Gl T it s ol i) S E

she could have-this shows her sincere and genuine attitude.



6. Why does Esperanza reject the notion that being born in the Chinese year of the
horse brings misfortune to women?

Esperanza rejects the idea P M-IEWQ horse have bad luck
because horses are intelligent, s imals S mean that women who are

born in the year of the horse are also confident, smart, and strong. However, because
an@and Shine ult re 0 are"independent, itgis sai
Nd:""l“‘" f “:, ﬁm& : A"ﬁ ’ NA!%“"’USE
heidea that i bad™ for to be strong; she s It as'a positive att 3

7. Why would not marrying someone make you “so wild”?

There is sexism present during the time her great-grandmother lived which emphasized
that women who were unmarried were “troublesome” or “wild.” Women who were not

married were not easy to m d society to unfairly label
them as “wild.”
NG EQR EQUVCA SE
win wn zés a ife Butsi he Iultgcm A@»Lforu

to marry long for. Outside of the window symbolizes freedom, whereas inside the
window symbolizes confinement or an inescapable prison.

9. Why did the author choose the word “baptize”?

Baptism is a Christian sacrament of admission and adoption. It may be performed by

sprinkling or pouring water e ptizi t nnotation of being reborn
in addition to the literal me g nificant that Esperanza
references a tradition practi€ed istianity ngs to be more accepted by

her peers in America. She wants to be “reborn” with a new name and allow people to

NOTTOR EDUCATIONAL USE

speranza’s desire to change her name?

Wanting to change names shows that Esperanza is lost as a person. Esperanza
believes that getting a new name will take away from how society feels about her and
that people will not judge her as much. It is more than a name to her, it’s about
changing who she is in the ﬁs of societ

11. How does Esperanza p raREMtIEWB time period (1960s) in

addition to her great-grandmother’s era? How does this compare to society today?

NOI- R ERU CAT O NAESE

man she did not love or want to be with. Esperanza’s long-dead great-grandmother
spent her whole life sitting sadly by her window. Esperanza portrays her current culture




full of women who are still trapped by domestic duties, but Esperanza hints that she
does not have to suffer that same fate, nor does she intend to. In America, women still

fight for equal wages, but h re ri t ecades before; for example,
women are no longer depe@ﬁ r iving. (For example, in
America during the 1960s, women i ri open their own bank
account. Before 1974, women were not legally permitted to obtain a mortgage without
cesi | ivessti u i as b iscarded
NOTF UCATIONATUSE
12. What is one theme or message from the story?
« Language is powerful and impacts the way people treat others and define

themselves.
+ Many people search and struggle for self-definition and their place in society.

. :ggec;grg.anscend your hp rEVIvEinng the footsteps of your
N G e i s TTOTTAT TUSE

Answers will vary.

14. Do you think people judge others based on their name? Why or why not?

Answers will vary.

15. Who is a relative you admi rib ou wish to inherit from them, and
which attributes would you W

Answers will vary.
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Name: Date:
“My Name” by Sandra Cisneros
*Excerpted from The House on Mango Street
e

Part | Directions: Research your name’s meaning, origin, and more using the chart below.

NOTFOREDUCAHONAL USE

Meaning or translation(s):

Variations, other versions, orHREVI-EW

NOTFOR EDUCATIONAL USE

History, origin, and etymology:

People who share your nam
(this could include people you
know in real lif ople in
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Popularity and/or trends around

the world:

Chinese Zodiac Sign and the
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Part Il Directions: After you research what your name means, explain whether your
name suits you or not. Your response should be detailed and thorough (a minimum of

five complete sentences). P R EVI EW
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