PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE



PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE



PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE



PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE



PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE



PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE



PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE



PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PREVIEW
NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE



Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Toni Morrison Answers
Author Study Project (Answers will vary)

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? Whatcountryjis'the authorfrom? Where are the author’s parents from?

Toni Morrison was an American writer from‘lzorain, Ohio."Morrison grew up in the American Midwest.

PRAISED*FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admirerand/celebrate aboutthis author? List notable:works:

Toni is a legendary author, praised for her examination of the Black experience in America, specifically for
Black women. Toni Morrison is widely recognized for her exceptional literary skills as well as her bravery for
addressing important issues such as race, slavery, and discrimination. Morrison empowered African
Americans and gave them a platform for recognition and understanding. Her most notable works include:
Beloved, The Bluest Eye, Paradise, Song of Solomon, Sola, and Tar Baby.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

Some of Toni’s novels are criticized|forbeing too graphictand disturbing. She oftentincluded difficult/
upsetting subject matter in her stories related to slavery, abuse, violence, and trauma.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

Growing up in the 1930s and 40s, Morrison faced racial discrimination. When she was 2 years old, the

owner of her family’s apartment building.set their.home on.fire while they were inside. Although she has

been treated as a second-class citizen through:her life due.to her race, Morrison has stated that she will
never be a victim.

TWOMAJOR LIEE.EVENTS:

Briefly explain two majorievents that occurred in.the author’s life. Amajor life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

When Toni was 12 years old, she converted to Catholicism and was baptized under the name Anthony after
Saint Anthony of Padua. She later went by the nickname “Toni” after this saint.

Toni Morrison was celebrated many times in her lifetime. In 1987, Morrison won a Pulitzer Prize for
fiction for her novel “Beloved.” She also made history when she received the Nobel Prize in 1993. She was
the first African American woman to evern win the Nobel Prize in'Literature. In 2010, Morrison was made an

officer of the French Legion of Honor. In 2012, President Obama awarded Morrison the nation's highest
civilian honor, the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.

Toni Morrison, born Chloe Anthony Wofford, was born February 18, 1931.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

“Definitions belong to the definers, not the defined.” Morrison's quote calls attention to the importance of
recognizing the subjectivity in the act ofidefining others. It challenges people to realize that labels are unfair,
but you must take that power back.

EDUCATION AND CAREER:

Where and whenwdid the author attend school? What career choices led this person to become a successful
author? When did this person-become’an author? When did theauthorachieve fame?

In 1953, Toni attended Howard University. In 1955, she attended Cornell University and earned her masters
in English. She published her first book, The Bluest Eye, in 1970. It received critical acclaim and marked the
beginning of her literary career. By her third novel in 1977, Toni Morrison became a household name. Toni
also loved to teach and worked as an English professor at various universities, including Texas Southern
University, Howard University, and Princeton. She was also an editor at Random House publishing
company for many years. Morrison’s'workicontinued to influence writers and artists through her focus on
African American life and her commentary onrace relations” In1998, Oprah Winfrey co-produced and
starred in the film adaptation of Morrison’s book, Beloved.

PASSION/TALENT:

Wihat skills or talents,does the author. possess?What.beliefs, ideals, orgoals does the author have.strong
feelings about? What activities is the author enthusiastic about (what brings him/her joy)?

Toni Morrison grew up with a great appreciation for Black culture. She loved storytelling, songs, and
folktales. As a teenager, she loved being involved in debate team and her school’s yearbook club. Toni was
a dedicated mentor and teacher. She advocated for promoting diverse voices in literature and served as a
role model to many aspiring writers.

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the auther’s personal life?-For.example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the authorhave siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

In1958,she married Harold-Morrisen; an-architect from,Jamaica;they were divoreed in 1964. She had two
sons named Harold Ford Morrison ‘and Slade Mortison.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

TRAILBLAZING, EMPOWERING, FEARLESS

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

When did the author pass away? If the author is still'living, what is his/her age?

Toni Morrison passed away on August 5, 2019, at the age of 88. The cause of her death was complications
from pneumonia.
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