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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

"After all, tomorrow is another day!" This is a famous line spoken by the beloved character, Scarlett O'Hara,
in the novel "Gone with the Wind.” Scarlett refuses to give up and maintains her optimism, always believing
that tomorrow offers a fresh start and the ‘opportunity to overcome her current hardships.

EDUCATION AND CAREER:

Where and-whenwdid.the,author attend school? \What.careerschoices led.this person tosbecome a successful
author?\When did-this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

Mitchell enrolled at Smith College in Massachusetts. Mitchell accepted a position as a reporter for
the Atlanta Journal Sunday Magazine. She wrote nearly 130 articles for the magazine. She was forced to
leave the job after an ankle injury and so she spent time writing at home. Mitchell's novel Gone With the
Wind was published on June 30, 1936. Mitchell won the National Book Award for Fiction for Most
Distinguished Novel of 1936 and the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 1937. The film was released on December
15, 1939 and was a box-office smash. She never wrote another novel because Mitchell chose to focus on
her personal life and did not care formaseareer as=a professional writer. Wnfortunately, she spent a significant
amount of time in legal battles'against those trying to republish’her work without authorization.

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings about? What activities isthe authorienthusiastic aboutiwhat brings him/herjoy)?

Mitchell was a passionate reader and storyteller. She was also very family-oriented and liked to take care of
people. During World War Il, Mitchell volunteered with the American Red Cross; she raised money for the
war effort by selling war bonds.

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does thesauthor have siblings 7?s\Who isstherauthor’s closest ally or friend?

In 1922, Mitchell married Berrien Upshaw. Theirmarriage ended aftertwo years. Mitchell's second marriage
was to John Robert Marsh on July 4, 1925. They never had children together.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE-HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

RESILIENT, COURAGEQOUS, CONSIDERATE

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

When did the author pass away? If the author is still living, what is his/her age?

On August 11, 1949, she was struck by a car while'crossing a street and died five days later. She was 48
years old.




Margaret Mitchell
Answer Key (Answers will vary)

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? Whatcountryjis'the authorfrom? Where are the author’s parents from?

Margaret Mitchell was American. She was bornrin Atlanta,"Georgia."Her parents were both from Georgia.

PRAISED*FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admirerand/celebrate aboutthis author? List notable:works:

Margaret Mitchell is most known and praised for her novel “Gone with the Wind.” Its portrayal of the
American South during a transformative period in history. The iconic characters she created resonated with
readers in a timeless way. Mitchell only wrote the one novel, but the book was a huge success. It is
considered an American classic and the story explores themes of race, class, and gender roles.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What 1s'something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

Criticism of Mitchell and her novel has|evolved over time as societal perspectives have changed. Today,
some critics argue that Mitchell downplayed the horrors and injustices.of slavery. The book includes
questionable portrayals of African Americans and some believe it romanticizes the Antebellum South.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

Mitchell’s mother, May Belle Stephens Mitchell, died from the Spanish influenza in 1918. When her mother
died, Mitchell was in her first year of.college. Mitchell had.aclese relationship with her mother. She admired
her mother who had a strong influence on her upbringing and education.

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two majorievents that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has alasting impact on/an individual's life: These events can'be positive or negative,

Mitchell hurt her ankle badly in 1926. Arthritis set in, and she wasn't sure whether she would walk again.
She was bedridden and that's when she begun writing her classic novel.

The novel "Gone with the Wind" was adapted into film which made Margaret even more famous. The
movie, directed by Victor Fleming and starring Vivien Leigh and Clark Gable, became a cinematic
masterpiece. It won 8 of the 13 Oscars for which it was nominated and two special awards. Mitchell was not
a fan of the overwhelming amount of attention she received. She tried to avoid her celebrity status, and
became a“recluse,” insisting on living a private life.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as.specific as possible.

Margaret Mitchell, full name Margaret Munnerlyn Mitchell Marsh, was born November 8, 1900.
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