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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




John Milton Answers
Author Study Project

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? Whatcountryjis'the authorfrom? Where are the author’s parents from?

John Milton's nationality is English. He'was*born in London, England.

PRAISED*FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admirerand/celebrate aboutthis author? List notable:works:

John Milton was an English poet, polemicist, pamphleteer, and civil servant. Milton is best known
for “Paradise Lost,” widely regarded as the greatest epic poem in English literature. His other notable works

include: "Paradise Regained”, "Samson Agonistes”, “Areopagitica”, "The Doctrine and Discipline of
Divorce”, "The Tenure of Kings and Magistrates”, and "A Mask Presented at Ludlow Castle.”

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

Milton's writings were often criticized, specificallyThe Doctrine and Riscipline of/Divorce.” This\book
received harsh criticism because John suggested people should get divorced if they are truly unhappy in a
marriage. This idea was seen as scandalous for his era and went against prevailing social and religious
norms of the time.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

In the early 1650s, Milton began experiencing.vision problems and/gradually lost his sight. Despite his
blindness, he continued to write, dictating his work'out loud,as his assistants wrote down the words. His
masterpiece, "Paradise Lost," was composed during this period of blindness.

TWO MAJOR LIFE:EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

In 1638, Milton embarked on a journey abroad, and traveled all around Europe. He visited France and ltaly,
where he met influential thinkers and writers.

In the 1640s, Milton became increasingly involved in politics. He wrote numerous political tracts, advocating
for religious and civil liberties, including"Areopagitica,”/a defense of freedom of speech. He served as a civil
servant during the Commonwealth period under Oliver Cromwell.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as.specific as possible.

John Milton was born December 9, 1608.

QUOTE:



Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

"He who reigns within himself and rules passions, desires, and fears is more than a king.” This quote
expresses Milton’s opinion that inner strength and self-governance is essential to true greatness.

EDUCATION AND CAREER:

Where and when did the author attendsschool? What career choices led this person to become a successful
author? When did this person becomer=an author?-When did the author achieve fame?

He receivedshis early educations-at St=Raul's Scheohin Lendenswhereshe excelledsin languages and
literature. Miltonswas also privatelystutored/by Thomas Young. In 1625, Milton enrolled'at Christ's College;
Cambridge. He studieda range ofisubjects, includingsclassics; philosophyyand theology..\During hisstimesat
Cambridge, he began writing poetry and composing Latin verses. In 1629, Milton was awarded a Bachelor

of Arts degree, and in 1632 he received a Master of Arts degree. The publication of his epic poem "Paradise
Lost" in 1667 made him a familiar name. Although Milton achieved fame and recognition as a writer, it
wasn’t immediate. He didn’t gain widespread admiration or praise until the 18th century.

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess?\Vhat'beliefswideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings about? What activities is the author enthusiastic about (what brings him/her joy)?

John Milton,was_passionate about politics. He vehemently.oppoesed.tyranny.and.state-
sanctioned religion. His views were.thought to be shaped/by his Puritan beliefs. Milton,advocated for the
abolition'of the.Church of England.andthe execution.of Charles I-

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

In 1642, Milton married Mary Powell. They had three daughters (Anne, Mary, and Deborah) and a son
(John), but he died at age one. Milton’s first wife died in 1652 after giving birth. Milton later remarried
Katherine Woodcock. She passedsawaysshortlysaftergHisdast marriage was to Elizabeth Minshull which
lasted untiliMilton’s death;

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that/describe thé authar:

BRILLIANT, VISIONARY, RADICAL

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

When did the author pass away? If the author is still living, what is his/her age?

John Milton passed away on November 8, 1674, in London, He'died of complications from gout.
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