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Biography Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research the person you are assigned and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers
to the boxes on your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

N

SUCCESSES: Describe at least one major accomplishment or achievement.

EXPERIENCE: Explain at least two memorable life events from this person's life.
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QUOTE: Include one direct quote from this person that is meaningful and significant.

CAREER: What is/was this person’s occupation? How did his/her career begin and flourish?

INSPIRATION; Who or what inspired this person?

PERSONALIT)Y: List.at least three traits.this person possesses.

IDEALS: What does this person believe in? What are his/her morals, values, principles, or goals?

AGE/DEATH DATE: How old'is this person? \Where arexthey now?'If they are no longer alive, where/when/how
did they pass away?




Jan Ernst Matzeliger

Famous For: What is the thing they are most known for?

Jan Matzeliger invented the automatic shoe lasting machine, mechanizing the complex
process of joining a shoe sole to its upper, and revolutionizing the shoe industry.

Successes: Describe atleast-one major-accomplishment.or achievement.

Matzeliger's machine could produce between 150 and 700 pairs of shoes a day while a
skilled hand laster could produce only 50 pairs in a ten-hour day, cutting shoe prices across
the nation in half.

Failures: Describe one failure ordossithis person experienced.

Matzeliger sacrificed his health working exhausting hours on his invention and not eating
over long periods\of time. He caught a cold which quickly|developediinto tuberculosis. His
early death meant he never saw the full profit, of his invention.

Experience: Explain at least two memorable life events from this person's life.

At the age of ten, Jan Matzeliger was apprenticed in the Colonial Ship Works in Paramaribo,
where he demonstrated a natural aptitude for machinery and mechanics.

By 1877, he had learned to speak adequate English (Dutch was his native tongue) and moved
to Massachusetts to pursue his.interest.in.the shoe industry.

After five years of work, Matzeliger obtained a patent.for his invention of an automated shoe
laster in 1883.

Hurdles: What struggles/obstacles did this person overcome?

Originally settling in Philadelphia, he found that as a dark-skinned man, his professional
options were limited, and he struggled to make a living. In 1877, Matzeliger moved to Lynn,

found work as an apprentice in the shoe trade.

Massachusetts to seek work in the town's rapidly growing shoe industry where he successfully

Birth: List this person’s birth date and birthplace.

Jan Ermst'Matzeliger-was born September 15, 1852 in Paramaribo, Dutch Guiana [now
Suriname].




Quote: Include one direct quote from this person that is memorable or significant.

Because of the color of his skin, he was not mentioned in'the history books until recently.
Another man stated that “... no matter if the sewing machine is a wonderful machine. No man
can build a machine that will last shoes and take away the job of the laster, unless he can
make a machine that has fingers like a laster— and that is impossible.” Jan Matzeliger proved
them wrong!

Career: What is/was this person’s occupation? How did his/her career begin?

Matzeliger was an American inventor. His interest in inventing and the automatic shoe lasting
machine took place after he left Dutch Guiana at age 19. He worked as a mechanic on a
Dutch East Indies merchant ship for several years before settling in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, where he first learned the shoe trade.

Inspiration: Who or what inspired this person?

Though the ‘cutting land stitching of leather involved some degree of mechanization, the final
process of shaping and attaching the body of the shoe to its sole was done entirely by hand
with “hand lasters.” This was considered the most difficult and tedious part of the assembly,
and it presented a major problem because workers could not complete the assembly of a
shoe as quickly as a machine could produce its parts. In effect, a bottleneck was created. This
problem inspired Matzeliger to find a solution.

Personality: List at least three traits this person possesses.

Innovative, Determined, Impactful.

Ideals: What.does, this-person:believe in? What.are their morals/values/pringiples or goals?

Jan Ernst Matzeliger valued hard work and innovation over all else. He alsofound comfort in
religion; he joined the Christian Endeavor Society at the North Congregational Church, where
he regularly attended services and took part in many church activities.

Age/Death Date: How old is this person? Where are they now? If they are no longer alive,
where/when/how did they die?

Matzeliger died August 24, 1889 in Lynn, Massachusetis ‘at age 36. His death was due to
tuberculosis that developed from a cold in major part due to his neglect of personal health
while vigorously pursuing his inventions.
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