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Biography Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research Malcolm X and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

FAMOUS FOR: What is the thing they are most known for?

PREVIEW

SUCCESSES: Describe at least one major accomplishment or achievement.
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EXPERIENCE: Explain at least two memorable life events from this person's life.

HURDLES: What struggles/obstacles did this person face or overcome?

NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

BIRTH: List this person’s birthdate and birthplace.
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QUOTE: Include one direct quote from this person that is meaningful and significant.

CAREER: What is/was this ?erson’s occuiation? How did his/her career begin and flourish?

NOT FOR EDUCATIONAL USE

PERSONALITY: List at least three traits this person possesses.

PREVIEW
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Malcolm X

Famous For: What is the thing they are most known for?

Malcolm X was a minister, aleader in the civil'rights movement, and a supporter of Black
nationalism.

Successes: Describe atleast-one major-accomplishment.or achievement.

In 1964, Malcolm X established the Organization of Afro-American Unity (OAAU) with the
goal of unifying African Americans and promoting their political, economic, and social
empowerment.

Failures: Describe one failure ordossithis person experienced.

Malcolm X had limited legislative impact, unlike some other civil rights leaders of his time,
such as Martin Luther King Jr.. While Malcolm X'was well-known, his canfrontational style
and advocacy for black separatism./made._it difficult'for him to/engage with policymakers and
enact legislative change.

Experience: Explain at least two memorable life events from this person's life.

During a meeting of the Congress of Racial Equality in Cleveland in April 1964, Malcolm X
delivered perhaps his most famous.speech,."The Ballot or the Bullet." It addressed the sharp
racial divide and religious isolation of the.time.

Malcolm X played a crucial role in introducing Islam to a wider audience, particularly African
Americans while acting in his capacity as a minister and spokesperson for the Nation of
Islam.

Hurdles: What struggles/obstacles did this person overcome?

In 1931, Malcolm’s father was allegedly murdered by a white supremacist group called the
Black Legionaries, local authorities claimed his death was an accident. Malcolm’s mother
and her children were denied her husband’'s death benefits. At age 6, the future Malcolm X
would enter a foster home while his mother'suffered a nervous breakdown.

Birth: List this person’sbirth date and birthplace.

Malcolm X was born Malcolm Little on May 19, 1925 in Omaha Nebraska.




Quote: Include one direct quote from this person that is memorable or significant.

“A man who stands for nothing will fall for anything.”

Career: \What is/was this, person’sroccupation?How did histhercareer begin?

Malcolm X was a civil rights activist. Malcolm began his career in politics and activism after
undergoing a conversion to Islam while in prison for a variety of criminal pursuits he had
partaken in during his youth.

Inspiration: Who or what inspired this person?

Malcolm X was heavily inspired by Elijah Muhammad-(leader of the/Nation of Islam).

Personality: List at least three traits this person possesses.

Determination, Fearlessness, Curiosity

Ideals: What does this person believe in? What are their morals/values/principles or goals?

MalcolmX’s ideals evolved throughout his lifetime. Initially he believed in black
empowermentself-defense,RPanAfricanism,and black.separatism¢ Toward the end.of:his
life, he became an advocate for oppressed people regardless of race. Much of his newly
adopted world views can be attributed to his conversion to Islam and specifically his trip to

Mecca.

Age/Death Date: How old is this person? Where/are they now? If they are no longer alive,
where/when/how did they die?

On. February 21, 1965, Malcolm X.was assassinated.by,three.gunmen.at an Organization of
Afro-American Unity rally in the Audubon Ballroom in'New York/City.
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