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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Jack London Answer Key
Author Study Project

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? Whatcountryjis'the authorfrom? Where are the author’s parents from?

Jack London was an American writer. He was born in San Francisco, California.

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

London is best known for his adventure novels and short stories which often depicted the struggles of man
against nature. London's work is praised for being both thrilling and timeless. His most popular works
include: The Call of the Wild (1903), White Fang (1908), Burning Daylight (1910), The Sea Wolf (1904), and
the short story “To Build a Fire” (1908).

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by.others? Why do some people.dislike this author?

London's political beliefs drew both praise-and eriticismwLondon believed.in'labor unions, .socialismyanddthe
rights of workers. He joined an Oakland branch of the Socialist Labor Party in April 1896.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

London’s father left when he was a baby, so he never knew his father, William Henry Chaney. On
September 7, 1876, his mother marriedyJohnslsondon; andsdackitook his name in lieu of his father’s
absence. The family lived in poverty and Jack would work many odd jobs to help contribute to his parents.

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major/events.that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event.is a significant
occurrence that has.a lasting impact on/anindividual's life” These events can be positive.or negative.

1. At age 17 Jack took a job as a crewman aboard the ship Sophie Sutherland. He voyaged to Japan and
the Bering Sea where he worked tirelessly on the ship to prove himself. After the rough journey, he became
more interested in advocating for equality of of the underprivileged and working classes.
2.In 1897, he joined the Klondike Gold Rush, spending months in the harsh Alaskan wilderness in search
for gold. He was only 21 years old. He did not have any luck finding gold and faced many physical
difficulties due to the harsh conditions..Despite not finding.any gold, his firsthand experiences in the
Klondike heavily influenced.his writing.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.

Jack London was born “John Griffith Chaney” on January 12, 1876.




QUOTE:
Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

Jack London said in his essay "The People of the Abyss,” published in 1903, “The proper function of man is

to live, not to exist. | shall not waste my days in trying to prolong them. | shall use my time.” This quote

sums up Jack’s philosophy about life which is that everyone should be experiencing the world and seeking
purpose day to day because time on earth/is limited.

EDUCATION AND CAREER:
Where and-whenwdid.the,author attend school? \What.careerschoices led.this person tosbecome a successful
author?\When did-this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

Jack briefly attended the University of California at Berkeley but dropped out due to financial reasons. Jack
continued to educate himself by reading and studying. Jack London's first published story was called "To
the Man on the Trail." He was paid only five dollars for this piece. London truly became famous and
solidified his literary career with the novel The Call of the Wild which was published in 1903. He completed
more than 50 fiction and non-fiction books, hundreds of short stories, and numerous articles.

PASSION/TALENT:
What skills or talents does the author possess?\What beliefsyideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings about? What activities is the author enthusiastic about (what brings him/her joy)?

Jack London firmly believed that peeople should live life to/the fullest. He worked many odd jobs and was
even arrested once for vagrancy. His personalthobbies included reading, sailing, and traveling:
London travelled to five continents, crossed the Pacific Ocean twice and the Atlantic once.

PERSONAL LIFE:
What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the

author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

London married Bess Maddern on April 7, 1900. The couple had two daughters Joan and Bess. Four years
later, London and Bess divorced. tondon’s second marriage"wasito Charmian Kittredge. They had one
daughter together who passed away during infancy.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:
List threespersonality traits that/describe the author:

Ambitious, adventurous, inquisitive

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:
When did the author pass away? If the author is still living, what is his/her age?

Jack London died on November 22,.1916 from_uraemia (kidney failurg) following renal colic. London had
been suffering from various.health issues.leading up to his death.
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