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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Author Study Project
Rudyard Kipling (Answers will vary)
First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.
NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylis the author from? YWhere are the author’s parents from?

Rudyard Kipling was born in India, but was raised and educated mostly in England. His parents John and
Alice, were living in India as part of the British Empire.

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

Rudyard Kipling is a novelist, journalist, and poet, most known for his captivating stories that often explored
themes of imperialism, colonialism, and the complexities of human nature. He received the 1907 Nobel
Prize in Literature for his outstanding writing. Kipling's most famous works include "The Jungle Book,”
“Kim," "The Man Who Would Be King,” “The Naulahka: A Story of West and East,” "Captains Courageous,”
“If—,” and “Rikki-Tikki-Tavi

CRITICIZED FOR:

Whatiis' theratthorjudgedifor negatively ?[What is'somethingithelauthorhas said or done thatlis not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

Kipling is criticized for his imperialistic views. He spent many years living in India under the British rule. His
writings often reflected and sometimes promoted the values of British imperialism and colonialism.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

At the age of six, Kipling's parents senthimto England to receive a formal education. He lived with a foster
family named the Holloways that hefoften, clashed with. Kipling later described his experience with the
Holloways as difficult'and emotionally challenging.

TWO MAJOR LIFE'EVENTS:

Briefly explain two'major'eventssthatsoccurred in‘the author’s'life. A'majorlife event is assignificant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

When the First World War broke out in 1914, Kipling was in England, and he actively promoted and
encouraged British men to join the war effort, to include his own adult son, John. John enlisted with the Irish
Guard as a second lieutenant. In October 1915, the Kiplings received word that John had gone missing in
France. John's body was never recovered which devastated Rudyard and his wife.

Disney adapted Rudyard Kipling’s most famouswork "The Jungle Book" into an animated film in 1967. The
film was well-received by audiences and criticssalike'and became a commercial success. The Jungle Book
is still known and loved by children throughout the world.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.

Rudyard Kipling was born on December 30, 1865 in Bombay.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

“For the strength of the pack is the wolf, and the strength of the wolf is the pack.” This quote is from The
Jungle Book and means that an organization is‘only ‘as good as its people. The collective experiences and
skills of a group is what makes the group strong or successful.

EDUCATION AND CAREER:

Where and when did the author attend school? What career choices led this person to become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

Kipling attended the The United Services College, which was a boarding school. Kipling then returned to
India and worked as a journalist and writer, but he never pursued formal higher education at a university. He
continued to educate himself through his extensive reading and life experiences. Rudyard Kipling's big
break as a writer came when he was22yearsolduln 1888;"he published a collection of short stories titled
"Plain Tales from the Hills.” Kipling continued te"publish more works, including novels, poems, and other
collections of short'stories.

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talentsidoes the author possess?WWVhatibeliefs, ideals; or'goals does/the author havesstrong
feelings about? What activities is the author enthusiastic about (what brings him/her joy)?

Rudyard began writing at an early age and used reading as an escape during childhood. He also enjoyed
golf. He traveled extensively during his life, spending time in India, the United States, South Africa, and
various other countries.

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about themauthor'sipersonallife?*Forexample: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the.auther have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

Kipling married Carrie Balestier on January 18, 1892. Kipling and Carrie settled in Vermont, in the United
States. They hadsthreeschildren togetherslosephine sElsie jand; John.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE"HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

Captivating, Complex, Ambitious

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

When did the author pass away?.f:the author issstill living, what is his/her age?

Kipling suffered from an ulcer that eventually took his life on January 18, 1936.
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