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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? Whatcountryjis'the authorfrom? Where are the author’s parents from?

John Keats was English, and bornsin London, England.

PRAISED'FOR:

Why is this autherfamous? What dospeople”admire and celebrate ‘about'this author? List notable
works.

John Keats is a Romantic poet who is most known for his captivating poems, vivid imagery, mastery of
language, and incredible ability to capture and convey emotion. His most popular poems include: Ode
to a Nightingale, To Autumn, Ode on a Grecian Urn, When | Have Fears, Ode to Psyche, La Belle
Dame Sans Merci, To Sleep, and Ode on Melancholy.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved byrothers? Why do some peoplerdislikesthis author?

Keats' long narrative poem, "Endymion," receivedsharsh reviews upon‘its‘publication: The poemris
based on the Greek legend of the moon goddess, Cynthia, who loves a mortal, Endymion. Critics found
the work to be tedious, abstract, convoluted, and excessive.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?'=

When Keats was 8 years old, his father was killed from a horse/riding accident. This unexpected and
traumatic death deeply impacted*Keats’ life both. emaotionally and financially. His mother remarried
quickly to support the family, but the marriage was a failure and her second husband stole the family’s
inheritance. Soon after, Keats’ mother died of tuberculosis.

TWO MAJOR\LIEE/EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

Keats’s love for literature grew immensely while attending school. He became close friends with Charles
Cowden Clarke, whose father John Clarke was headmaster at the school he attended. Charles Clarke
was a mentor to Keats and introduced him to an extensive collection of literature, encouraging him to

read'and write.

John Keats began studying Italian‘in 1819'while he'was in"England. His decision to learn the language
was partly motivated by his desire to read Dante's works in their original language. In 1820, Keats
traveled tolltaly Keats/was dying of tuberculosissand thought lifelindReme might improve his health

because of the warmer weather.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.

He was born October 31, 1795.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include‘the context 'of the lquote. When'was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? Ansinterview? Explain the meaning/of the quote.

“The poetry of Earth is never dead.” This line is from the poem “On the Grasshopper and Cricket.” This line
expresses the'idea that beauty andlinspiration can always™e found in nature.

EDUCATION AND'CAREER:

Where and when did the author attend school? What career choices led this person to become a
successful author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

Keats attended the academy at Enfield and trained at Guy’s Hospital to become a surgeon, but he had no
formal literary education. He eventually abandoned his medical career aspirations to fully focus on his
writing. His first published poem, “‘OrSolitude ["appearediin The:.Examiner in May 1816. His most beloved
poem is widely believed to be “Ode to-a Nightingale’ writteniin 1819. Keats showcased the human
experience and its theme resonated with-manysreaders. Muchi of ' Keats work wasn’t appreciated until after
his death. Critics who praised Keats's poetry and its significance in English literature, led to his wider
acceptance andrappreciation.

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have
strong feelings about? What activities is the author enthusiastic about (what brings him/her joy)?

Keats was very passionate about writing and the natural world. He had an infatuation with reading and
was inspired by classical Greek and Roman literature, Shakespeare, Milton, William Wordsworth and
Samuel Taylor Coleridge.

PERSONAL LIFE!

What are at least two facts about the auther’s'personal’life?For example: Is the author married? Does
the author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

John Keats wasengaged to Fanny*Brawne. Once Keats was diagnosed with tuberculosis, he left Fanny:
toflivelin ltaly for hisshealth'with'the hope heswouldwreturn tomarry herone day. He diedinfRomerand
they never married or had children together.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

ROMANTIC :SENSUOUSHELOQUENT

DEATH DATE"OR AGE IF'STILL'LIVING:

When did. the author, pass.away? If the author,is still living,.what.is his/her age?

John Keats'died of tuberculosis.on February,23y 1821.in RomeyHe was only 25 years old.
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