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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Franz Kafka
Answers will vary

Use the following guidelines to fill in the boxes on your poster. Each box should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Franz Kafka's nationality is Czech or Czechoslovak. He was born in Prague, Bohemia, Austria-Hungary. He
was from a German-speaking Jewish-family=Kafkasprimarilypwrotejin German because of his strong
Germanreultural background.

PRAISED FOR:

Franz Kafka is an author whiose style of writing significantly influenced subsequent generations of writers
andithinkers followinghis death. Kafka'swriting'style is"praised for being'surreal and symboli¢. Some of his
most notable works include "The Metamorphosis,” "The Trial," and "The Castle”. Kafka’s writing style grabs

readers' attention because of it's uniqueness. Katka’s characters often struggle to find their identity in the

world and experience strife and angst—all which make his work relatable.

CRITICIZED FOR:

Kafka's works are often seen as allegorical, exploring abstract concepts and ideas rather than
straightforward narratives. This makes,some of his work complicated and difficult to understand.

MAJOR QBSTACLE;

Kafka had a strained.relationship with his father who was-=a domineering, patriarch-and ‘tyrant.” Kafka
blames his father for his inability to achieve happiness. His father disapproved of Kafka's writing ambitions.
His relationship with his dad impacted his personal relationships and inspired much of his writing.

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Franz's two brothers, Georg and Heinrich, died in infancy which left Franz to be the only son in the family.
He felt the pressure and responsibility to take on the role as the eldest sibling. Franz didn't live to see World
War I, but his three sisters, Ellie, Valli, and Qttilie, (and other relatives) would later be killed during the
Hologaust fortheir dewishrancestry
In 1923, Franz moved to Berlin to focus onwwriting as well asto seek medical treatment. He was diagnosed
with tuberculosis. While in Berlin;/Kafka hadsthe opportunity to'interact with other writers, artists, and
intellectuals of the time. Unfortunately, he was too sick to stay long, and passed away within one year.

BIRTH DATE:

He was born on July 3, 1883, in Prague, which was part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire at that time and is
now in the Czech Repubilic.

QUOTE:

“Youth is happy because it has the capacity to see beauty. Anyone who keeps the ability to see beauty

never grows old.” Franz suggests that holding onto @ sense of wonder, curiosity, and the ability to find

beauty in the world can prevent one from becoming jaded, likeimany older people do. He believed that
maintaining a positive mindset would keep you young at heart, regardless of age.




EDUCATION AND CAREER:

Kafka enrolled at the Charles Ferdinand University of Prague and studied law. After he graduated, Kafka
found work with an Italian insurance agency, but he was very unhappy because he didn’'t have time to write.
He then worked for the Workers' Accident Insurance Institute until 1917. His most popular and best-selling
story, "The Metamorphosis," was completed in 1912 and published in 1915. During his lifetime, Kafka
published only a few of his works. It was not until after his death in 1924 that his friend Max Brod
disregarded Kafka's request to burn his manuscripts and instead published them. The posthumous
publication of his work actually gained Kafka wider recognition/and acclaim, leading to his enduring
reputation as a significant figure in modern literature.

PASSIQNATALENT:

Kafka had a passion for writing letters which'he considered an integraliform of communication. Kafka also
enjoyed swimming, reading, nature, and theater.

PERSONAL LIFE:

Kafka was never married nor did he have children. He was engaged twice to Felice Bauer, but ultimately
never married her.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

existential, intelligent, complex

DEAIHDATE OR AGEJIESTILLLIVING:

Franz died on June 3, 1924 from tuberculosis which he battled for many years. He was 40 years old. Franz
was buried beside his parents in Prague's New Jewish Cemetery in Olsanske.
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