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Biography Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research the person you are assigned and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers
to the boxes on your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

N

SUCCESSES: Describe at least one major accomplishment or achievement.

EXPERIENCE: Explain at least two memorable life events from this person's life.
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QUOTE: Include one direct quote from this person that is meaningful and significant.

CAREER: What is/was this person’s occupation? How did his/her career begin and flourish?

INSPIRATION; Who or what inspired this person?

PERSONALIT)Y: List.at least three traits.this person possesses.

IDEALS: What does this person believe in? What are his/her morals, values, principles, or goals?

AGE/DEATH DATE: How old'is this person? \Where arexthey now?'If they are no longer alive, where/when/how
did they pass away?




James Weldon Johnson

Famous For: What is the thing they are most known for?

James Weldon Johnson was a key figure in the Harlem Renaissance. He is best known for his
poetry and writing; most importantly he is known for his composition of "Lift Every Voice and
Sing," which became known as the Black national anthem.

Successes: Describe at least one major accomplishment or achievement.

Johnson served as the executive secretary of the NAACP from 1920 to 1930.

Failures: Describe one failure jorloss-thisspersonexperienced:

James Weldon Johnson was unsuccessful in attempting to secure federal anti-lynching
legislation during his tenure as the executive secretary of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).

Experience: Explain at least two memorable life events from this person's life.

Johnson completed, what became his best-known book, “The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored
Man,” which he published anonymously in 1912.

In 1934, Johnson was appointed as the first African-American professor at New York
University.

Hurdles: What struggles/obstacles did this person overcome?

Johnson struggled against prejudice, discrimination, segregation, and oppression.

Birth: List this person’s birth date and birthplace.

James Weldon Johnson was born in 1871 in Jacksonville, Florida.

Quote: Include one direct quote from this"person that‘is'memorable or significant.

“Labor is the'fabled magician's wand, the philosophérs stone, and the cap of good fortune.”




Career: What is/was this person’s occupation? How did his/her career begin?

Johnson was a lawyer, diplomat, writer, and poet. In 1897, Johnson became the first African
American to pass the bar examiin Florida.,Not long after, in 1900, James and his brother,
John, wrote the song "Lift Every Voice land Sing," which would later become the official
anthem of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.

Inspiration: Who or what inspired this person?

Johnson was heavily influenced by his mother, who passed on her love of music and literature
to him; these interests would follow him throughout his multifaceted career.

Personality: List at least three traits this person’ possesses.

Talented=Riplomatic=Determined:

Ideals: What does this person believe in? What are their morals/values/principles or goals?

Johnson's values were deeply rooted in the pursuit of social justice. He believed in
addressing systemic inequalities and injustices. His activism and writings aimed to bring
attention to issues such as lynching, segregation, and voter disenfranchisement.

Age/Death Date: How old is this person? Where are they now? If they are no longer alive,
where/when/how did they die?

OnJung28,4938, while vacationing in Maine, Johnson’s carwas tragically struck by an
oncoming Maine Central Railroad train, killing him instantly.
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