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Biography Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research the person you are assigned and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers
to the boxes on your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

N

SUCCESSES: Describe at least one major accomplishment or achievement.

EXPERIENCE: Explain at least two memorable life events from this person's life.
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QUOTE: Include one direct quote from this person that is meaningful and significant.

CAREER: What is/was this person’s occupation? How did his/her career begin and flourish?

INSPIRATION; Who or what inspired this person?

PERSONALIT)Y: List.at least three traits.this person possesses.

IDEALS: What does this person believe in? What are his/her morals, values, principles, or goals?

AGE/DEATH DATE: How old'is this person? \Where arexthey now?'If they are no longer alive, where/when/how
did they pass away?




Jack Johnson

Famous For: What is the thing they are most known for?

Jack Johnson was best known for becoming'the first African American world heavyweight
boxing champion.

Successes: Describe at least one major accomplishment or achievement.

On December 26, 1908, Jack Johnson confronted and defeated the reigning champion,
Tommy Burns, in Sydney, Australia, becoming the first Black man to hold the Heavyweight
Championship of the world.

Failures: Describe one failure or loss this person experienced.

On April 5771915, Johnson lost'the heavyweight title he had been holding:since 1908 to Jess
Willard by waysof knockout.

Experience: Explain at least two memorable life events from this person's life.

Johnson's win against former champion James J. Jeffries was dubbed the "Fight of the
Century" and solidified his status as the dominant heavyweight of his era and further
challenged prevailing racial stereotypes.

Johnson's marriage to Lucille Cameron=aswhite woman, caused significant controversy and
legal troubles due to anti-miscegenation laws and societal attitudes of the time.

Hurdles: What struggles/obstacles did this person overcome?

Racism was an ever-present obstacle in Johnson’s life and throughout his career. In 1913,
Johnson was convicted under the Mann Act for allegedly transporting women across state
lines for immoral purposes, a charge widely seen as racially motivated. He went into self-
imposed exile, traveling and fighting in various countries for several years.

Birth: List this person’s birth date and birthplace.

Jack Johnson was bern JohnsArthun Johnson on March 311, 1878 in Galveston, Texas.




Quote: Include one direct quote from this person that is memorable or significant.

“Learn to do common things uncommonly well/we must always keep in mind that anything
that helps fill the dinner pail is valuable.”

Career: What|is/was this person’s occupation? How did his/her career begin?

Jack Johnson was a professional boxer by occupation. He began his career by participating
in “Battles Royal” which were a spectacle of the Jim Crow South in which several black men
were gloved, blindfolded, and placed in a ring to fight one another.

Inspiration: Who or what inspired this'persen?

One of Johnson’s primary inspirations was the renowned African’American boxer Joe Gans,
who was a lightweight champion and one of the first black American'boxing champions.

Personality: List at least three traits this person possesses.

Confidence, Determination, Individualism.

Ideals: What does this person believe'in?What are theirmorals/values/principles or goals?

Johnson was a strong proponent of individualism and personal freedom. He lived life on his
own terms and refused to conform te societal norms and expectations.

Age/Death Date: How old is this person? Where are they now? If they are no longer alive,
where/when/how did they die?

Jack Johnson passed away on June 10, 1946, in Raleigh, North Carolina.
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