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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Washington Irving Answer Key (Answers will vary)
Author Study Project

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? Whatcountryjis'the authorfrom? Where are the author’s parents from?

Washington Irving was born‘in NewYork-City, New York, United States. He was American.

PRAISED*FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admirerand/celebrate aboutthis author? List notable:works:

Irving was an author, lawyer, essayist, biographer, and historian. He was praised for being the “first
American man of letters.” Irving's work often combined elements of folklore, history, and satire. He is best
known for the short stories “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” and “Rip Van Winkle.” Irving was also known for
his biographies and historical works. His three-volume biography, "The Life of George Washington," is
considered a classic. He also wrote "A History of New York," a humorous and satirical account of the city's
early days.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is_something.the author has said or done that.is not
approved by others? Why do‘some people dislike this author?

Some people criticized Irving’s work for their fictionalized elements, saying his work lacked integrity
because of the historical inaccuracies.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

Irving had a complicated health history..He experienced recurring bouts of iliness, including respiratory
issues, migraines, rheumatism, and.anxiety which affected his overall well-being.

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two majorievents that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has alasting impact on/an individual's life: These events can'be positive or negative,

Irving served as the U.S. ambassador to Spain in the 1840s. He was appointed by the United States
government, and held the position for four years during which he resided in Madrid.

"The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” has garnered international recognition and has been translated into various
languages. It was adapted in 1999 to film by director Tim Burton, and then a TV series in 2013, titled Sleepy
Hollow. The Headless Horseman is a well-known character because of Washington Irving's famous short
story. Additionally, the story or character of the headlgss horseman has been mentioned several times in
various television shows, comic books, novels, and music.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.

Washington Irving was born April 3, 1783.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

"There is a sacredness in tears. They are not the mark of weakness but of power. They are messengers of
overwhelming grief and of unspeakable love.” This quote means that to cry is not show weakness, but
actually tears represent a strong, valid response to intense, human emotions.

EDUCATION AND CAREER:

Where and when did the author attend school? What career choices led this person to become a successful
author?:\When did-this personrbecome an.author?:\When:did thesauthorrachieve fame?

Washington Irving didwnot‘attend collegesHe receivedsa private education‘at home/£lrving 'studiedlaw and
even passed the bar exam. However, he did not actively practice law and instead pursued a career in
writing. He made his literary debut in 1802 with a series of letters to the Morning Chronicle, written under
the pseudonym Jonathan Oldstyle. Irving's "big break” came in 1809 when his satirical work titled "A History
of New York" published under the pseudonym "Diedrich Knickerbocker.” In 1820, "The Sketch-Book" gained
wide popularity and was considered another milestone for Irving (as well as the literary community) because
it was the first piece of American writing to garner European recognition. The book was a collection of
stories that included some of Irving'ssmostfamous works rsuchias)'Rip Van Winkle" and "The Legend of
Sleepy Hollow™

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings about? What activities isthe authorienthusiastic aboutiwhat brings him/herjoy)?

Washington Irving was passionate about literature, history, law, research, politics, government, travel,
folklore, and theatre. Washington Irving held progressive views on copyright during his time. He was a true
advocate for the protection of authors' rights and the importance of copyright laws. He played a role in
promoting reforms regarding copyright legislation, aiming to aid all authors in protecting their intellectual
property.

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the auther’s personal life?-For.example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the authorhave siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

Washington Irving was,engaged tosmarry.Matilda;Hoffmann; the,daughter,of a.prominent local family;She
died of tuberculosis on April.26, 1809, at the |age of 17. Irving was deeply affected by this tragic event and
nevenbecame engaged ermarried anyone else. He nevershad any children.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

Pioneering, Satirical, Romantic

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

When did the author pass away? If the author is still living, what is his/her age?

Irving passed away at his estate on'November 28, 1859. He died of'a heart attack at age 76.
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