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We make up horrors 1o help

us cope with the real ones.”
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-Stephen King
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WHAT'ARE
SCARY STORIES
USUALLY ABOUT?
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HORROR CATEGORIES AND ELEMENTS:

» The Unnatural PREV[Ew;ns

» The Undead ed Houses
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» Mummies » Psychopaths or Killers
» Monsters » Apocalypse
» Aliens » Paranormal

» Spiders PREVlEWrs
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» Vampires » Invisible Man

» Witches and Warlocks » Werewolves
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WHATCLICHES/CAN
YOU NAME THAT ARE
OFTEN IN HORROR
STORIES?
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MOTIFS IN GOTHIC LITERATURE:

» Darkness sts

- oo o.oneﬁso.oﬁonpREviéw.@ngeﬁ
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» The woods » Dungeons
» Contacting the dead » Magic and spells

» Bad omen or warning » Cold
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» Spooky basements » Deformity

» Strange places » Mistaken identity
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BRIEF HISTORY OF THE GENRE:

» Gothic literature was Hinai | n The Castle of Ofranto
was published by Ho sidered the first ever

gothic novel.

NQEERR ERYCATIONARYSE

In 1818, Mary Shelley infroduced science fiction as part of gothic
literature with the classic novel Frankenstein.

« In 1819, John William Polidori established vampires as part of the
genre with his story “m yre,”
1827, Edgar Allan Po | OE[VFIrEWrST book. Poe was known
for writing dozens of stories and Eoems that were horrifying,

N QR SIS ETIONARLUSE

* In 1897, Bram Stoker wrote Dracula. It is still one of the most popular
and well-known vampire novels to date.
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IN GOTHIC
LITERATURE, AUTHORS
USE 5 TECHNIQUES TO
ACCOMPLISH A SCARY
STORY
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Suspense

rony
Foreshadowing
Imagery

Mood
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SUSPENSE

" becausa youre olfa TV T Mpen rext
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» Suspense is built up by teasing the reader into knowing
something bad might happen, but not revealing exactly
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IRONY

Anoth th ' is th h
" Gramatic oy PREVIEW o
B
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about when you know the Kkiller is hiding behind the door,
but the girl running tfoward that room has no ideaq)

» Dramatic irony can really make a story... dramatic. It
kes th d ' Il at th
oo, oo BB TET = ! e
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FORESHADOWING
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» Foreshadowing keeps the audience guessing that they
know the fate of the characters in the story; these hints
can readlly give readers that eerie feeling!
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IMAGERY

» Imagery is the lan wl to appeal to your
five human sensesiéﬁ (EWVisuolize the scenes
i r mj
NG FOR ERUCATIONAL USE

not like the movies where you can simply rely on creepy
music and a spooky stage design to let you know things
are getting weird

» While reading, yOLPCREeW ene for yourself, so it
helps if the author age in your mind
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MOOD

» Anotherreason thai i ' tial to gothic
literature is becouﬁ ﬁEVEIEWOf the story
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» What types of moods do you think authors want to
establish in gothic literafture¢
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AS WE READ SEVERAL GOTHIC STORIES IN THIS
UNIT, YOU WILL ANALYZE THE LITERARY
TECHNIQUES.USED.BY AUTHORS
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REFLECT:

” \Ii\cl)?ieirwc?:jLﬁféitiym.yﬁwe’r?eeb:gggﬁ impact
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» What type of gothic
literature is the SCARIEST, in
your opinions Monsterse
Serial killerse Clowns<e

+ vow rovacnamr i BE VIEWE S
NEIT, m ELUCATIONARES

*Hint: Think Dracula vs. Twilight
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