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Poetry Analysis

“] Hear America Singing” (1860) by Walt Whitman

| hear America singing, the varied carols | hear,

Those of mechanics, each one singing hi
The carpenter singing his as he measureP
The mason smglng his as he makes ready 'for a s

The boatman singing what belongs to him in hIS boat the deckhand smglng on the steamboat deck,

RNETPLIR-EENCATIEON AL SE

Each singing what belongs to him or her and to none else,
The day what belongs to the day—at night the party of young fellows, robust, friendly,
Singing with open mouths their strong melodious songs.

Questions
1. How does the speaker portray America?
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3. What is the tone of the speaker?

4. What word does Whitman use repetitively throuﬁut the poem to create rhythm throughout the poem? Why

other reason does he do this? V I E
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6. What jobs are left out? Why do you think Whitman chose to exclude some work?
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8. Why do you think Whitman chose to write this poem in free verse?



“l, Too” (1926) Poem by Langston Hughes Questions
1. Considering Walt Whitman’s poem “l Hear America Singing,” what does the speaker mean when he says “I, too,
sing America”?
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4. Why does the speaker laugh when he is sent away to the kitchen? Why does the speaker find this humorous?

5. When the speaker says, “Tomorrow, IPe RE}M&IdEvWIy mean “tomorrow.” What does

“tomorrow” symbolize?
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6. What is the tone of the speaker?

7. The line “When company comes” is an example of what poetic device?

8. After reading Hughes poem, what is ircPREtVsIgEngng what belongs to him or her and to
none else” given that “I Hear America Singing’ itten in

Constructed Response Question
In these two poems, both authors share their personal vantage point of America. What does America look like to
you? How does it compare to Whitman’s and Hughes’ experience? Answer in a minimum of five sentences.
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