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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Zora Neale Hurston — Answers will vary
Author Study Project

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:
Where was the author born? Whatcountryjis'the authorfrom? Where are the author’s parents from?

Zora Neale was an American author, born‘in‘Notasulga, Alabama “Hurston was the daughter of two formerly
enslaved people.

PRAISED FOR:
Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

Zora Neale Hurston was an African-American author, anthropologist, teacher, and filmmaker. She is best
known for her novel "Their Eyes Were Watching God," which is considered a classic of African-American
literature. Hurston conducted extensive research on African-American folklore and culture, traveling
throughout the American South and the Caribbean. She is praised for her rich portrayal of African-American
life and the complexities of identity. Her,other most notable works include: "Mules and Men”, "Jonah's Gourd
Vine”, "Tell My Horse”, “Sweat’»"Dust Tracks=on a Road” and “Barracoon.”

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has\said or.done that'is not
approved by others? Why.do'some/people dislike,this author?

Hurston's use of dialect in her works garnered both praise and criticism. While many appreciated her ability
to capture the authenticity of African-American speech, some argued that it perpetuated harmful
stereotypes and overall, made it very difficult to understand or even simply just read.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties,or health,problems; did the author face?

As an African-American woman during the early,1900s, she was faced with racial and gender discrimination
regularly. It was challenging her for to get published or taken seriously; to include in her regular day-to-day
life.She grew up.in the segregated American South where she had restricted to access to public places and
limited educational oppartunities.

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

Hurston moved to New York City's Harlem neighborhood in the 1920s where she became an active
participant in the Harlem Renaissance. This movement consisted of the celebration of African-American
literature, art, music, and social commentary. During her time in Harlem, Hurston participated in literary

gatherings, collaborated with other artists, and published her writings in various periodicals.
In 1926, Hurston collaborated with Langston Hughes and Wallace Thurman to publish the magazine Fire!.
The issue included Hurston’s short story “Sweat.” The magazine sought to challenge the stereotypes and
limitations imposed on'African-American literature and art/ advocating fora mere authentic and inclusive
representation of black experiences.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.

She was born January 7, 1891. She was the fifth of eight children.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

‘I have the nerve to walk my own way, however hard, in my search for reality, rather than climb upon the
rattling wagon of wishful illusions.” This quote is from a letter written by Zora Neale Hurston to Countee
Cullen. It reflects her independent and determined/spirit, as'well as her commitment to authenticity.

EDUCATION AND CAREER:

Where and-whenwdid.the,author attend school? \What.careerschoices led.this person tosbecome a successful
author?\When did-this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

Zora earned an associate degree from Howard University in 1920 where she studied English. She then
studied anthropology at Barnard College, and earned a bachelor’s degree in 1927. She published her first
story, “John Redding Goes to Sea,” in Stylus magazine. In 1933, her story “The Gilded Six-Bits” was
published and gained her positive recognition. Her big break in her writing career came in 1937 with the
publication of “Their Eyes Were Watching God.” The novel's publication helped to establish her as a
prominent figure of the Harlem Renaissance and contributed to the celebration of her literary contributions.

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

Zora‘was passionatesabout storytelling, and did.so through novels, short.stories, and plays..She also’'used
writing as a way to preserve the culture of African-Americans. She dedicated herself to collecting and
documenting folktales, songs, rituals, and other aspects of African-American heritage. Hurston had a keen
interest in anthropology and conducted fieldwork to study African-American communities and cultures. She
enjoyed theater and music.

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does thesauthor have siblings 7?s\Who isstherauthor’s closest ally or friend?

On May 19,1927, Zora married Herbert=Sheen. They=divorced in 1931. Zora then married Albert
Price in 1939. They divorced in 1943. Zora got married again to James Howell Pitts in 1944. They divorced
laterthatyyear. While.Zora had a close relationship with,her niecessand nephews, she never had any of her
own children.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

VIBRANT, AUTHENTIC, OUTSPOKEN

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING;

When did the author pass away?.If the author is still living, what is his/her age?

Zora Neale Hurston faced financial difficulties later in her life and was forced to enter a Welfare Home in
1959. Zora Neale Hurston died on January 28, 1960 in the/St. Lucie County Welfare Home of hypertensive
heart disease. She was 69 years old and was _buried_in antunmarked grave. In 1973; the novelist Alice
Walker discovered Hurston's grave and arranged for a gravestone to be placed there, providing recognition
and honor to Hurston's legacy.
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