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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Henry David Thoreau Answers
Author Study Project

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? Whatcountryjis'the authorfrom? Where are the author’s parents from?

Henry David Thoreau'was American. He was born in Concord, Massachusetts.

PRAISED*FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admirerand/celebrate aboutthis author? List notable:works:

Thoreau was an essayist, poet, and practical philosopher. He is known for being an integral part of the
transcendentalist movement: one of the most significant literary movements of 19th-century America. The
focus was honoring individual people instead of the masses, prioritizing emotion over reason, and
embracing nature over mankind. His most notable works include: "Walden", "Civil Disobedience", "A Week
on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers", "The Maine Woods", and "Cape Cod.”

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

Thoreau's experiment and ability to retreat'to'a cabin,indhewoods for two.years without working was'seen
by some as a privilege not accessible to the less fortunate. Some people criticized him for his “solution” of
self-sufficiency because not everyone could be so independent.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

Thoreau suffered a great loss. In 1842 after a,small cui, his,brother John died of tetanus in Henry's arms.

Thoreau was deeply attached to his brother, and.their close.relationship played a significant role in his life.

His beloved brother’s passing reinforced Henry's,belief that people need to seize the present moment and
live with more purpose and intention.

TWO MAJOR LIFE:EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

In 1845, he decided to live out in nature, specifically Walden Pond. This unique time in his life led him to
write his most famous piece of literature and doctrine: “Walden.” He began by building himself a home and
chopped down tall pines to build the foundation. Once he moved into the home he built, he only allowed
himself to eat what he found in nature: fruits, vegetables, and the beans he planted. He spent his days
swimming, fishing, observing, reading, and writing..In "Walden,” Thoreau encourages self-reliance and a
connection to the natural world as means to/attain @ more fulfilling existence.

Thoreau spent a night in jail as a result of his refusal to pay a poll tax. Thoreau opposed the Mexican-
American War and slavery, and he believed that the tax supported these unjust institutions. Thoreau's
famous essay, ['CivillDisobedience," was inspired by‘his experience in jail and reflects his belief in the moral
duty to resist unjust laws and /governmentiactions.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.

He was born July 12, 1817.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

“Live in each season as it passes; breathe the air, drink the drink, taste the fruit, and resign yourself to the
influence of the earth.” This quote is from Thaoreau’s work “Walden” in'which he emphasizes the message
that all people should be‘present and appreciate the beauty of the natural world.

EDUCATION AND CAREER:

Where and whenwdid the author attend school? What career choices led this person to become a successful
author? When did this person-become’an author? When did theauthorachieve fame?

Henry graduated from Harvard University in 1837. After college, he taught at his old grammar school in
Concord, but didn’t enjoy it. He then went to work for his father in the family pencil-making business. In
June 1838, he started a small school with the help of his brother John, until his brother John became too ill
and they could no longer run the school. In the early 1840s, Thoreau formally decided to become a
professional writer and poet. "Walden" is often considered Thoreau's most esteemed and distinguished
work, but his “big break” as a writercame-afterhisideath. His'works gained broader popularity in the late
19thdand early 20th centuries.

PASSION/TALENT:

Whatiskills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs,.ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings about? What activities isithe ‘authorenthusiastic abouti(what brings him/hemjoy)?

Thoreau had many interests and was an avid learner. He enjoyed science, philosophy, nature, lecturing,
surveying, wilderness, anti-materialism, journaling, and writing. He was an abolitionist and actively opposed
the institution of slavery. Thoreau believed that slavery was a grave moral wrong and a violation of basic
human rights. He expressed his anti-slavery views in various writings and speeches.

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s‘personal life?*For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

Thoreaulfell in/love with Ellen Sewall; and he propased marriage to her. Although she initially accepted his

proposal, she abruptlysended'the engagementiunderipressure from her‘parents. Thoreau never marfiedior

had children of his own. He maintained a close friendship with Ralph Waldo Emerson throughout his adult
life.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List thregspersonality-traits that describe the author.

Independent, Nenconformist;;Audacious

DEATH, DATE ORAGEMR, STk LIVING:

Whendid.the authon pass away? If the,authorsis still living, what is‘his/her age?

Henry died on May 6, 1862 of tuberculosis. He was 44 years old.
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