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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Author Study Project
Ernest Hemingway (Answers will vary)

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylis the author from? YWhere are the author’s parents from?

Ernest Hemingway was American, born in Oak Park, lllinois.

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

Hemingway was a professional writer and journalist, praised as one of the most influential authors of the
20th century. He is known for his novels, short stories, and non-fiction works—all with remarkable dialogue
and attention to detail which he often used from his own experiences. His most memorable works are: "The
Sun Also Rises” "A Farewell to Arms” "For Whom the Bell Tolls” "The Old Man and the Sea” "The Snows of

Kilimanjaro” "Hills Like White Elephants” and "The Killers”.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved byothers? Why do some people dislikerthis author?

Hemingway was criticized by'some“people forhis political views'"He'was“accused of being'sympatheticto
fascist regimes and criticized for his support of Francisco Franco during the Spanish Civil War.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

Hemingway struggled with depression throughout his life and eventually he became an alcoholic. He
tragically took his own life'in\1961.

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly=explain twosmajoreventstthatroccurred insthe author’splife: Asmajonlifejevent is @ significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can\be positive or negative.

The stresses and traumas of his experiences as a war correspondent and his involvement in conflicts
contributed to his emotional struggles. Hemingway volunteered as an ambulance driver during World War |
for the American Red Cross. He later became a journalist during the Spanish Civil War covering various
conflicts. He was injured when he was struck by shrapnel from an Austrian mortar shell, which resulted in
significant injuries to his legs. He was awarded the ltalian Silver Medal of Bravery for his service. As World
War Il progressed, he traveled to London as a journalist. He flew several missions with the Royal Air Force
and crossed therEnglish Channel with American troops on D-Day.

"The Old Man and the Sea,” published'in™1952; won the Rulitzer Prize for Fiction in 1953. Hemingway
received the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1954 for the same novel.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.

Ernest Miller Hemingway was born July 21, 1899.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

"The world breaks everyone, and|afterward, some are/strong‘at the/broken places.” This quote is from
Hemingway’s novel “A Farewell to Arms.” “The quote reflects the belief that there is resilience in individuals
who endure hardship andchallenges.

EDWCATION'AND CAREER!

Where and when didthe author attend school ?What career choices'ledthis person/ito become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

Hemingway went to work right out of high school, and he became a reporter for The Kansas City Star. He

was repeatedly denied to join the military because of a defective eye, but eventually he would volunteer as

an ambulance driver. After the first war, he began writing at home. In 1925, he published his first collection

of stories called “In Our Time.” In 1926, he published “The Sun Also Rises”, which was his big break as a
writer.[The novellbecamerhis first solid success.

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills, or talents.does.the author. possess? What:beliefs, ideals; or.goals.does the author have strong
feelings-about? What activities is the author enthusiastic about (what brings/him/her joy)?

Hemingway traveled extensively for skiing, bullfighting, fishing, and hunting. He often advocated the
pointlessness of war. Hemingway was part of "The Lost Generation." His literary acquaintances included
many great writers and artists, such as F. Scott Fitzgerald, Ezra Pound, Pablo Picasso and James Joyce.

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

Hemingway was married four times: his first wifeswas'Hadley=Richardson. They married in 1921; they had

one child named John; they divorced in 1927 [He:then married Pauline Pfeiffer in 1927; they had two sons

named Patrick and Gregory; they divorced in 1940. He married Martha Gellhorn in 1940; they divorced in
1945 Lastly=he married-Mary Welshsin 1946 zand:they remained, married until, Hemingway’s death.

THREE'ADJECTIVES TO'DESCRIBEHIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

Adventurous, Influential, Brilliant

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

When did the author pass away?.If the author is still living, what is his/her age?

Hemingway was hospitalized two times at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, where he received
electroshock treatments for depression. He committed suicide on July 2, 1961 with a shotgun.
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