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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Nathaniel Hawthorne
Author Study Project

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? Whatcountryjis'the authorfrom? Where are the author’s parents from?

Nathaniel Hawthorne was‘an Americanwriter, who'was born in Salem, Massachusetts.

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people ‘admirerand/celebrate aboutithis'auther? List notable 'works:

Nathaniel Hawthorne was a writer praised for his symbolic, influential works of fiction. His most famous
novels and short stories include: “The Scarlet Letter,” "The House of the Seven Gables,” "The Blithedale
Romance,” "Young Goodman Brown,” “The Birthmark,” “The House of the Seven Gables,” and "The
Minister's Black Veil.”

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the'author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

Some critics [disliked Hawthorn’s werk because|of its grim, 'gloomy, and hopeless elements. Hawthorne
often explored dark.themes. in his.writing, such asisins/ guilt, and theauglier aspects of human nature:

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

Hawthorne's father passed away in 1808 when Nathaniel was only four years old. This event deeply
impacted him and his family who became financially unstable as a result. His mother constantly relied on
relatives to help support them. His father's'passingimpacted Nathaniel's personality too, as he grew more
and more introverted and was known to prefer solitude.

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events:that occurred in the author’s life. A major life eventis a significant
occurrence that hasqa lasting impact on‘an‘individual's/ife. These events can be positivesor negative:

1. Nathaniel’'s ancestor, John, was a judge at the seventeenth-century Salem With Trials, where dozens of
people were wrongfully executed and accused of being witches. The legacy of the Salem Witch Trials
left all those who were associated with the tragedy with profound guilt and shame—this would later
influence Nathaniel and his writing.
2. Hawthorne wrote “The Life of Franklin Pierce,” the campaign biography of his friend Franklin Pierce, and
as a reward for Pierce winning thespresidencey; Nathanielbeeame the United States consul in Liverpool.
His family relocated to England duringthis-time. Before returning/to America, Nathaniel and his family
embarked on a European tour in France andiltaly for three years. These experiences exposed him to
different cultures, inspiring some of his later works.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.

Nathaniel was born on July 4, 1804 into the sixth generation of his Salem family.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

“Words—so innocent and powerless=as they are, as standing in'a dictionary, how potent for good and evil
they become in the hands of one who knows how to combine them.” This quote indicates that words have
an unyielding power and influence. He cautions that language should be treated with care.

EDUCATION AND CAREER:

Where and when did the author attend school? What career choices led this person to become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

Hawthorne attended Bowdoin College from 1821 to 1825. Among his classmates were Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow and U.S. President Franklin Pierce. Most of Hawthorne's early stories were published
anonymously. Hawthorne published his first collection of short stories under his own name, titled “Twice-
Told Tales” in 1837. Hawthorne's big breakjas a writer came with the publication of his novel "The Scarlet
Letter" in 1850. The novel's success-earned Hawthorne widespread recognition as a significant American
writer. Nathaniel Hawthorne worked at'the'U.S” Custom House in Salem for three years to make extra
money to support his family.

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings about? What activities is the author enthusiastic about (what brings him/her joy)?

Nathaniel was a devoted husband and father and was very loyal to his family. He also had an interest in
history, especially his own family’s history and involvement in the Salem Witch trials and their Puritan roots.

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about themauthor'sipersonallife?*Forexample: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the.auther have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

Hawthorne married Sophia Peabody on July 9, 1842. They had known each other since 1839 and became
engagedin=1 844=Thercoupleshad threepchildren together: Ana, dulian, andiRose. Theinmarriage lasted until
Nathaniel's death.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

COMPLEX, PASSIONATE, ETHICAL

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING;

When did the author pass away?.If the author is still living, what is his/her age?

Hawthorne died on May 19, 1864 at age 59. He'was buried in Sleepy Hollow Cemetery in Concord,
Massachusetts:
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