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Biography Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research the person you are assigned and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers
to the boxes on your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

N

SUCCESSES: Describe at least one major accomplishment or achievement.

EXPERIENCE: Explain at least two memorable life events from this person's life.
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QUOTE: Include one direct quote from this person that is meaningful and significant.

CAREER: What is/was this person’s occupation? How did his/her career begin and flourish?

INSPIRATION; Who or what inspired this person?

PERSONALIT)Y: List.at least three traits.this person possesses.

IDEALS: What does this person believe in? What are his/her morals, values, principles, or goals?

AGE/DEATH DATE: How old'is this person? \Where arexthey now?'If they are no longer alive, where/when/how
did they pass away?




Fannie Lou Hamer

Famous For: What is the thing they are most known for?

Fannie Lou Hamer is famous for herwork in‘organizing and mobilizing African Americans to
register to vote in the 1960s, especially in Mississippi, where systemic racism and voter
suppression were widespread.

Successes: Describe at least one major accomplishment or achievement.

In 1964, Hamer co-founded the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP) which
challenged the local Democratic Party’s efforts to block Black participation.

Failures: Describe one failure ordossithisperson experienced.

In early 1964, Hamer ran for Congress as the MFDP candidate. She challenged veteran
Congressman Jamie Whitten in theiDemocratic primary. Though Whitten won,with an
overwhelming majority, Hamer’s run set a/precedent:by challenging/the established
Mississippi congressional delegation, and set the stage for the MFDP to have a national
presence.

Experience: Explain at least two memorable life events from this person's life.

In 1964, Hamer helped organize Freedom Summer, which brought hundreds of college
students, Black and white, to help with African American voter registration in the segregated
South.

Another memorable event in Hamer's life was her testimony at the 1964 Democratic National
Convention in Atlantic City. Her account of the brutal treatment she and others endured while
attempting to register to vote brought national attention to the struggles faced/by African
Americans inithe South.

Hurdles: What struggles/obstacles did this person overcome?

In 1961, Fannie Lou Hamer underwent a forced sterilization without her knowledge or
consent while undergoing surgery to remove a uterine tumor. The state of Mississippi
operated a eugenics program that targeted African American women, subjecting them to
involuntary sterilization as a means of population control. This traumatic experience fueled
Hamer's commitment to fighting against racial injustice and the violation of human rights.

Birth: List'this person’s birth date'and birthplace:

Hamer was born on October 6, 1917 in Montgomery County, Mississippi.




Quote: Include one direct quote from this person that is memorable or significant.

"I'm sick and tired of being sick and tired."

Career: What isiwas this\person’s occupation? How/did his/her .career begin?

Fannie Lou Hamer was a prominent American civil rights activist and a leader in the civil
rights movement. Hamer's involvement in activism began in the early 1960s when she
attended a meeting organized by the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) to
learn about voting rights.

Inspiration: Who or what inspired this‘person?

Hamer’s lifeworkiwas heavily inspired by a meeting she attendéd organized by the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC).

Personality: List at least three traits this person possesses.

Courageous, Determined, Empathetic.

Ideals: What does this person believe in? What/are their morals/values/principles or goals?

Hamer believed,in equality,and justice,with, a strong emphasis on:how,they related to voting
rights and-politics, She'also believed in empowerment through education and/nonviolent
resistance asishe thought civil,disobedience was a powerful means‘for social change:

Age/Death Date: How old is this person? Where are they now? If they are no longer alive,
where/when/how did they die?

Hamer died on March 14, 1977, in-Mound-Bayou, Mississippi.
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