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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




Author Study Project
William Golding (Answers will vary)

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylis the author from? YWhere are the author’s parents from?

William Golding was a British writer. He was born in Cornwall, England.

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

Golding wrote numerous novels, essays, and plays. He is best known for his novel "Lord of the Flies," which
was published in 1954. He is praised for his realistic storytelling and mythical tales which help readers
better understand the human experience in today's world. His other notable works include: "The Inheritors,"
"Pincher Martin,” "Free Fall," "The Spire,” “The Brass Butterfly,” “The Hot Gates,” “The Pyramid,” “Darkness
Visible,” “The Paper Men,” “Rites of Passage,” and “Fire Down Below.”

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved byothers? Why do some people dislikerthis author?

Golding’s'novel"'Lord"ef the Flies” 'has faced many challenges‘and attempts at banning in school districtstin
the United States over the years. The book is banned in certain schools because of violence, mature
themes, and its portrayal of human nature.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

Golding struggled in his adolescence socially. Golding recalls his childhood self as confused and frustrated.
He admits to being a bully and even said fl enjoyed hurting people.” He began writing as an outlet.

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major eventstthat occurred in the author’s life. A major life eventis a significant
occurrence that hasfa lasting impact onan‘individual'silife. These events can be/positiveror negative:

In 1940, William joined the Royal Navy. Golding spent years on a boat during World War Il, and he fought
battleships at the sinking of the Bismarck. He was also present off the French coast for the D-Day invasion,
and later at the island of Walcheren.

William Golding was recognized as an accomplished author during his lifetime. In 1980, he won the Booker
Prize for his novel “Rites of PassagerHe wasvalsorawarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1983.
In 1988, he was knighted.by England’'s'Queen Elizabeth Il at Buckingham Palace.

BIRTH DATE:

When was.the author born? Be as specific as/possible.

Golding was born on September 19, 1911.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

“Maybe there is a beast... maybe it's only us.” This quote is from the famous novel “Lord of the Flies.”
Throughout the story, a group of stranded boys grapple with the idea that there might be a physical "beast"
on the island. As the story progressesyit becomes evident that the "beast" is not a mythical creature but the

darker impulses within each individual'as the boys descent'into savagery and violence.

EDWCATION'AND CAREER!

Where and when didthe author attend school ?What career choices'ledthis person/ito become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

Golding attended Brasenose College at Oxford. His parents wanted him to study science, but he chose to
study English literature instead. William published his first work in 1934; it was a book of poetry
entitled “Poems,” but it didn’t receive much attention. William Golding started teaching English and
philosophy in Salisbury in 1935. He left teaching to fight in World War Il. In 1945, after World War Il had
ended, Golding went back to teachingyandwritingvin 1954, he published his first novel, “Lord of the Flies”
which was rejected 21 times by publishers-beforerit finally wasaccepted. This novel would solidify his name
as a famous, legendary writer. Golding ‘retired-from‘teachingsin 1962. His novel “Lord of the Flies” led to
various cinematic interpretations over the years and is still taught in many schools today.

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings about? What activities is the author enthusiastic about (what brings him/her joy)?

Golding enjoyed music, sailing, archaeology, theater, and classical Greek. He wasn't just a writer, but he
was a schoolmaster, a lecturer, an actor, a sailor, and a musician.

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about thesauthor sgpersonallifeZ-Fonexample: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the auther have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

Golding married Ann Brookfield on September 30, 1939. The couple had two children together, a son
named Pavid and;a daughter named,Judith.

THREE'ADJECTIVES TO'DESCRIBEHIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

Provocative, Reflective, Keen

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

When did the author pass away?.If the author is still living, what is his/her age?

William Golding died of heart failure in his home when he was 73 years old. He passed away on June 19,
1993.
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