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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




F. Scott Fitzgerald Answer Examples
Author Study Project

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? Whatcountryjis'the authorfrom? Where are the author’s parents from?

Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald was'born‘in St. Paul, Minnesota and is American.

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people ‘admirerand/celebrate aboutithis'auther? List notable 'works:

F. Scott Fitzgerald was a 20th-century American short-story writer and novelist, praised for his insightful
depictions of the Jazz Age (the 1920s). The Great Gatsby is today widely considered “the great American
novel.” People love Fitzgerald's work for its beauty, and cultural significance. His notable works include: The
Beautiful and Damned, This Side of Paradise, Tender is the Night, and The Great Gatsby.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved byrothers? Why do some peoplerdislikesthis author?

Many ofsFitzgerald's works-drawsinspiration‘fromihis own'life’and experiences;
some critics accused Fitzgerald of being too self-indulgent in his writing, focusing too much on his own
experiences and emotions rather than creating works that were universally relatable.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

F. Scott Fitzgerald faced several obstacles in his life, including personal struggles with alcoholism, financial

difficulties, and a tumultuous relationship with his wife/ Zelda. However, one of his biggest obstacles was his

own self-doubt and insecurities about his ‘writing."He was "part of the “Lost Generation” which was a group of

writers who came of age during World War |. He lived an erratic lifestyle and he felt he lacked purpose and
confidence despite hig'success!

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

In November 1917, Fitzgerald dropped out of Princeton University to join the army. In July 1918, while he
was stationed near Montgomery, Alabama, he met his future wife Zelda Sayre.

Zelda and Scott's relationship was ttimulttious; with bothlof them struggling with mental health issues and
alcoholism. In1930, Zelda had the first of many/mental’breakdowns. Zelda was diagnosed with
schizophrenia in and out of psychiatric‘hospitals and sanateriums, receiving various treatments for the
remainder of her life.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.

Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald was born on September 24, 1896.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

"l was within and without, simultaneously enchanted and repelled by the inexhaustible variety of life."

In this passage, Nick is describing his feelings of being both a part of and apart from the vibrant and
sometimes chaotic world around him. He is\both drawn to and repelled by the excesses and contradictions
of the society he is observing, highlighting'the theme' of duality and contradiction that runs throughout the
novel.

EDUCATION AND CAREER!

Where and when did the author attend school?What career choices'led this person‘to become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

F. Scott Fitzgerald attended Princeton from 1913 to 1917. Ten years after his death, Princeton awarded
Fitzgerald an honorary degree in 1950 in recognition of his contributions to American literature. This Side of
Paradise was a novel published in 1920 that made Fitzgerald famous and launched his literary career.
Fitzgerald published four novels before moving to Hollywood to work as a screenwriter. During this time, he
was workin on his fifth and ffinal hovel before his death titled “The Last Tycoon.”

PASSION/TALENT:

What, skills' or talenis"does the author possess? What'beliefs, ideals; orgoals'doés the author have strong
feelings“about? What activities is the author enthusiastic about (what brings‘him/her joy)?

Fitzgerald was a well-known socialite and enjoyed attending parties and social events, particularly during
the height of the Jazz Age in the 1920s, , and drinking became a significant part of his social life and leisure
activities. His other hobbies included reading, traveling and playing tennis.

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

F. Scott married Zelda Sayre in 1920,"and they had one daughter together named Frances Scott Fitzgerald,
nicknamed Scottie who was born'in 1921.

THREEADJECTIVESTTOMDESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

Romantic, rebellious, ambitious

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

When did the author pass away?1fthe attAoris still living, what is his/her age?

Fitzgerald died of a heart attack on December 27} 1940, in Hollywood, California, at age 44. He had not yet
completed his fifth novel, The Last Tycoon. The novel was published posthumously in 1941.
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