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Author Study Project
Brainstorming Worksheet

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? What countrylissthe authorfrom?Where are the author’s parents from?

PRAISED FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admire and celebrate about this author? List notable works.

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What is something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a lasting impact on an individual's life. These events can be positive or negative.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific as possible.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

EDUCAT IONANRCAREER:

Where and when did the‘author attend school?What.careerchoices ledithis personto’become a successful
author? When did this person become an author? When did the author achieve fame?

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess? What beliefs, ideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings.about? What activities.is;the.author_enthusiastic.about (what.brings him/her joy)?

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBE HIM/HER:

List three personality traits that describe the author.

DEATH DATE OR AGE IF STILL LIVING:

Whendidithe authoripass away? If therauthor'is stillfliving;what'is his/hér age?




William Faulkner Answer Key (Answers will vary)
Author Study Project

First, research your author and write your findings here. Next, transfer your answers to the boxes on
your poster. Each box on your poster should include 1-3 sentences.

NATIONALITY:

Where was the author born? Whatcountryjis'the authorfrom? Where are the author’s parents from?

William Faulkner was American: He was born and raised in Mississippi.

PRAISED*FOR:

Why is this author famous? What do people admirerand/celebrate aboutthis author? List notable:works:

Faulkner is considered one of the most influential writers of the 20th century and is known for his novels,
short stories, and plays. He often dissected the social and cultural dynamics of the American South in his
writing. His most notable works include: "The Sound and the Fury"”, "As | Lay Dying", "Light in August",
"Absalom, Absalom!”, "The Bear”, and "A Fable.”

CRITICIZED FOR:

What is the author judged for negatively? What 1s'something the author has said or done that is not
approved by others? Why do some people dislike this author?

Faulkner was criticized for his family, history and his ambiguous stange on slavery. His great-grandfather.
Colenel' William Clark Faulkner fought.in the“civil war for the confederacy.

MAJOR OBSTACLE:

What mental, physical, or emotional obstacles has the author had to overcome? What challenges or
barriers, such as financial difficulties or health problems, did the author face?

In the early years of his writing career, Faulkner struggled to earn a stable income. His writing jobs were
irregular and unpredictable. Later on his life, Faulkner’s alcoholism and related health issues resulted in
large,medical.expenses.

TWO MAJOR LIFE EVENTS:

Briefly explain two major events that occurred in the author’s life. A major life event is a significant
occurrence that has a\lasting impact on‘an individual's life, These events\can be positive or negative.

In 1949, he was awarded the Nobel Prize for literature—the highest prize that can be awarded to a writer.
The Nobel Prize committee specifically cited his powerful and artistically unique contributions to the modern
American novel.

During World War |, he attempted to join the United States Army but was rejected due to his short height.
Faulkner served briefly in the Canadian Royal Air Force (RAF) during World War | but never saw combat.

BIRTH DATE:

When was the author born? Be as specific'as possible.

William Cuthbert Faulkner was'born September 25, 1897.




QUOTE:

Choose a quote by the author. Include the context of the quote. When was it said? Is it a line from a novel?
A poem? An interview? Explain the meaning of the quote.

“Given the choice between the experience of pain and nothing, | would choose pain.” The quote is from
William Faulkner's novel "The Wild Palms.” It means that even pain is preferable to a state of emptiness or
apathy.

EDUCATION AND CAREER:

Where and when did the author attend school? What career choices led this person to become a successful
author?:\When did-this personrbecome an.author?:\When:did thesauthorrachieve fame?

Faulker studied at thesdniversity of Mississippi.tHe temporarily'worked for-a New York bookstore and‘a New
Orleans newspaper. His first novel was "Soldiers’ Pay,” published in 1926. William Faulkner's big break as a
writer came with the publication of his hovel "The Sound and the Fury" in 1929. In the 1930s and 1940s,
Faulkner spent some time in Los Angeles, where he collaborated on writing screenplays for various film
projects. Faulkner is remember for his modernist writing style and his exploration of time and history.

PASSION/TALENT:

What skills or talents does the author possess?4What beliefspideals, or goals does the author have strong
feelings about? What activities is the author enthusiastic about (what brings him/her joy)?

Faulkner.was.fond of hunting, horseback riding sartand reading.He was. inspired by, writers like;James
Joyce, Marcel/Proust=Virginia Woolf, William Shakespeare, and Mark/Twain.

PERSONAL LIFE:

What are at least two facts about the author’s personal life? For example: Is the author married? Does the
author have children? Does the author have siblings? Who is the author’s closest ally or friend?

In 1929, he married Estelle Oldham. The couple had one daughter, Jill, in 1933. Estelle had previously been
married and had two children from her previous marriage, named Malcolm and Victoria.

THREE ADJECTIVES TO DESCRIBEHIM/HER:

List threg personality.traits that describe the author.

Profound, observant, intense

DEATH'DATE OR AGEJIRSTILL LIVING:

When did the author pass away? If the author is still living, what is his/her age?

Faulkner died on July 6, 1962. He died of a heart attack at the age of 64.
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